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KEEP FIT 
SESSIONS 
FACE AXE 


Report by Jordan Harris 


FREE fitness sessions will be scrapped by Walsall Council 
in a bid to save £260,000, under new plans. The authority 
is reviewing how it delivers its public health lifestyle ser¬ 
vices and wants to cut down on referrals for unhealthy 
people to take part in free fitness sessions. 

A council report reveals that bosses intend to provide more on¬ 
line-based services to help people live healthier including offering ad¬ 
vice and ‘sign posting’, meaning they will encourage those who may no 
Councillor Ian Robertson longer be able to get free help from the council to look at other ways of 



construction 
debris among 
dumped load 

TONS of rubble and waste have been 
dumped outside an industrial estate 
for a second time in a month - forc¬ 
ing businesses to fork out hundreds 
of pounds to clear the mess up. 

Fly-tippers have emptied con¬ 
struction debris on an access road 
to Coppice Side industrial estate in 
Brownhills. The pile dumped in the 
middle of the road includes carpets, 
chipboard and barrels. 

It comes after 10 tons of rubbish, 
bricks and trees were dumped at the 
same site on October 27, before being 
cleared up three days later. 

Mr David Walker, manager of Pro 
Fit Tyres and Exhausts, said the lat¬ 
est load had been dropped yards from 
his factory. “It looks awful, it’s an 
eyesore and it could prevent emer¬ 
gency vehicles from getting onto 
the estate. This happened less than 
a month ago and on that occasion a 
few of us chipped in to get rid of it, at 
a cost of nearly £600. We haven’t ex¬ 
perienced fly-tipping here before but 
unless the estate is properly policed, 
it’s going to happen again.” 

Mr Walker said the 15-ton pile, 
dumped on November 23, appeared 
to contain debris from a fast-food 
restaurant refit. 


Adult care 
budget cuts 
face scrutiny 

A PLAN to save £1.2 million from 
Walsall Council’s adult social care 
budget is on the agenda for a meet¬ 
ing today. 

Last week it was revealed that 42 
jobs could be lost as part of propos¬ 
als that would see the council aim 
to make £ 1.19m worth of savings in 
2016/17, however, any final decision 
will not be made until the new year. 

A consultation is due on the pro¬ 
posal with councillors, residents, 
users and voluntary organisations 
and feedback on this will be pre¬ 
sented to today’s cabinet meeting. 

If changes are then made, the re¬ 
vised plan will go back to the scru¬ 
tiny panel before a final proposal 
returns to babinet members for a 
decision in 2016. Other savings pro¬ 
posed as part of the budget under 
consideration include a reduction 
in administration support costs and 
adult social care transport budgets 
following review of individual re¬ 
quirement. 

Council leader Councillor Mike 
Bird has previously warned that the 
authority’s financial future was be¬ 
coming ‘dire’ as he revealed a pro¬ 
posal to slash the budget in 2016/17 
in October. 


getting healthy. 

Councillor Ian Robertson, shadow cabi¬ 
net member for public health, said: “The 
services will still be run but just on a much 
more targeted basis, so we would only be 
referring those who are in serious need of 
our help. 

“In the long run, this could end up cost¬ 
ing us more money. You would hope that 
the plans to offer more online help so peo¬ 
ple can go about making healthy changes 
in their own way will work, however, this 
kind of help will probably not be as good for 
people as a face-to-face service.” 

“The population in Walsall isn’t a healthy 
one unfortunately and we do have issues 
with weight problems, diabetes and other 
things that put a strain on our resources.” 

Absence 

It is estimated that the consequences of 
physical inactivity in Walsall could cost the 
local economy £33 million per year through 
increased sickness absence, reduced pro¬ 
ductivity and increased cost to individuals 
and their carers. 

Under the plans which were due to be 
discussed yesterday, changes will also be 
brought in for how the council tackles 
childhood obesity, how it promotes health 
in the workplace and how members of the 
public can access public health services. 

The report says: “The economic burden 
of unhealthy lifestyles in Walsall is sub¬ 
stantial. Most importantly the people of 
Walsall are experiencing poorer health and 
quality of life than those who live in most 
other areas of the country and many have 
their lives cut short by entirely preventable 
illnesses. 

“The proposed changes within the new 
lifestyle model include no longer commis¬ 
sioning free physical activity sessions for 
adults across the borough.” 


Gary Groves, of Leamore, with son Thomas, aged four among their 
winter wonderland which has lit up their home in Bagnall Street 


Lights entertainment 


THEY are a special kind of breed 
and the chances are, there is one 
who lives not too far from you. 

That family that goes all out at 
Christmas determined to have the 
most elaborate lights display. 

Gary Groves, a 45-year-old father 
and step-father of seven, has deco¬ 
rated his home in Bagnall Street, 
Leamore, for almost a decade but 
has made the extra effort in the last 
few years after his youngest child 
Thomas, aged four, had been ill. 

Mr Groves said: “He was really 
ill when he was about 18 months 
old. He was in a coma and his heart 
stopped but from that he has come 
out of it perfect. You love and cher¬ 
ish ah of your kids but something 
like that makes you realise how 


precious a child’s life is. You just 
want to make every day special but 
especially Christmas.” 

The efforts of Mr Groves, a pro¬ 
fessional boxer, have not gone un¬ 
noticed and every year hundreds 
of people from all over the Black 
Country make festive pilgrimages 
to the home to get into the seasonal 
spirit. A laser light which explodes 
into stars is among the new addi¬ 
tions making this year’s display 
bigger and better than before. 

Mr Groves added: “I have had 
people from Brierley Hill bring 
their kids and from Bridgnorth. It 
just puts a bit of magic back into 
kids’ lives that we had when we 
were young. I go out there in my 
Santa outfit and they love it.” 


TRANSPORT 

£76m electrification 
of railway is on track 

NETWORK Rail has confirmed the £76 
million electrification of the Chase Line 
between Walsall and Rugeley will be com¬ 
pleted quashing fears the project would be 
put on hold. 

The rail operator has included the 
scheme in its recently published five-year 
funding programme. The report also con¬ 
firmed that a £5.5m project to enhance 
speed on the line from 45mph up to 75mph 
had also been approved. 

The electrification scheme along the 15- 
mile stretch started in 2013. It should now 
be finished by December 2017 as planned. 

GASWORKS 

Inquiry begins over 
housing estate land 

AN inquiry into an area of contami¬ 
nated land on a Walsall housing estate 
has begun. The former Willenhall Town 
Gasworks site, now known as the Ston- 
egate Housing Estate, was identified as 
contaminated by Walsall Council back 
in 2007. 

Extensive tests were then carried out 
on the site, which led to the discovery 
that 83 gardens contained potentially 
dangerous metals, tars and chemicals. 

The public inquiry is expected to fin¬ 
ish at the end of this week. 

COUNCIL 

Adoption figures 
for town plummet 

THE number of children put up for adop¬ 
tion in Walsall has dropped after hitting its 
highest ever total last year. The number of 
children being presented for an adoption 
agency decision has reduced from 60 in 
2013-14 to 25 this year. Council bosses 
were due to discuss the authority’s annual 
adoption report at a meeting yesterday. 

A statement attached to the report reads: 
“Whilst this may be seen a dramatic reduc¬ 
tion, it must be seen in the context that the 
figure of 60 is the highest Walsall has ever 
had and that over the course of the previ¬ 
ous five years, the figure has always been 
within the range of 29-35.” 


INSIDE 


BIG OPENING 
IS ON COURSE 




A Santa-sational 
display from Gary 


abbey blinds jl abbey curtains abbey cushions 



WE MANUFACTURE, 
SUPPLY & FIT 
Curtains • Cushions 
Perfect Fit - Intu 
Vertical - Venetian 
Blackout - Roman 
Roller • Pleated 
Conservatory Blinds 


abbey blinds 

25-28 Elmore Green Road 

Bloxwich 

Walsall 

WS3 2HW 

www.blindsbyabbey.co.uk 

showroom 9am-5pm Mon-Sat 

0800 0194655 
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Distraction burglars targeting homes 


BOGUS callers claiming to be rat catchers, coun¬ 
cil workers and gardeners targeted seven homes 
in the Black Country in one day. 

Police are warning residents to be on their 
guard against distraction burglars after the inci¬ 
dents in Dudley, Sandwell, Walsall and Wolver¬ 
hampton. 

More than £500 was stolen from the house of an 
87-year-old woman in Dudley after two men who 
claimed to be rat catchers searched the property. 

On another occasion a man asked for £220 to 
repair a fence panel which was down as well as 
getting rid of rats in the garden in of a Walsall ad¬ 
dress. The bogus callers did not make off with any 


other cash but officers are urging residents not to 
fall victim and to report anything suspicious. 

They mainly targeted elderly residents and 
tried to get access into their homes or ask for 
hundreds of pounds of cash to carry out the jobs 
last Tuesday. Detective Constable Steve Trotman, 
from West Midlands Police, said: “We want peo¬ 
ple to be on their guard and not fall victim to dis¬ 
traction burglars. We believe the same men are 
responsible with mainly elderly and vulnerable 
people targeted. They claimed to be there to solve 
a rat infestation or damaged fence panel prob¬ 
lem, then attempted to gain entry to the house or 
asked the victim for cash to pay for job. 


“We are advising homeowners to be extra cau¬ 
tious when answering the door to strangers and 
to always ask for identification before letting any¬ 
body in. If in doubt, keep them out.” 

Police are urging people to check on the door 
caller through the spy hole, put a chain across the 
door before opening and ask for an identity card. 

Officers say genuine callers won’t mind if you 
close the door while you check. 

By previous incidents, police say bogus callers 
sometimes work in pairs, with one causing the 
distraction while the other steals items and cash 
from the property. Anyone with concerns should 
call police on 101 and in an emergency dial 999. 


Chiefs admit difficulties 
finding schools solution 


EDUCATION bosses in Walsall 
admitted they ‘don’t seem to be 
able to come up with the answer’ 
on how to tackle school perfor¬ 
mance problems in the borough. 

It was revealed last week that pri¬ 
mary schools in Walsall are posting 
some of the worst test scores in the 
country, ranking joint 142nd out of 
152 local authorities. 

Just 76 per cent of pupils are achieving 
level 4 or above in reading, maths and writ¬ 
ing, compared to London, which ranked 
highest with a 96 per cent success rate. The 
national average was 80 per cent. 

The borough’s poor showing in the an¬ 
nual primary school league tables came 
just a week after Ofsted’s annual report 
revealed Walsall was in the bottom five per 
cent in the country for youngsters attend¬ 
ing good or outstanding schools. 

Councillor Mike Bird, leader of Walsall 
Council, said: “Like always education is a 
big problem and we don’t seem to be able 
to come up with the answer. This is some¬ 
thing that we genuinely do need to address, 
especially in relation to primary education, 
because you only get one chance at that. We 
do seem to be underachieving very badly. 

Concerned 

“It is a major issue for us but it doesn’t 
seem to be an easy nut to crack.” 

The academic performance table ranked 
Wolverhampton, Dudley, Sandwell and 
Staffordshire as joint 79th, all with an 80 
per cent success rate. 

The council’s education boss, councillor 
Chris Towe, said Walsall’s success rate had 
gone up by three per cent compared to the 
previous year but claimed he was still con¬ 
cerned about the results. 

He said: “Obviously we are disappointed 
that some of our schools are not perform¬ 
ing to the level they should be. Our young 
people in Walsall deserve the best educa¬ 
tion we can give them and I would like to 
assure people that we are working hard to 
make sure that is achieved. We are making 
progress, I firmly believe that.” 

Walsall councillor Doug James, who rep¬ 
resents Darlaston, said the figures were 
‘shocking’ to see and claimed urgent work 
is needed. He said: “I think we need a com¬ 
plete education revolution in Walsall.” 


RAC drives forward after deal 



The famous RAC control centre building overlooking the M6 where new owners have taken over 


MORE than 700 RAC workers in 
Walsall are under new owners af¬ 
ter the roadside rescue service was 
sold in deal thought to value the 
business at £1.4 billion. 

CVC, the European investment 
group, has bought just under half 
the business from private equity 
group Carlyle, which has owned 
the RAC since 2011. The RAC’s 
landmark control room overlooking 
the M6 between junctions 8 and 9, 
at Bescot in Walsall, is part of its 
headquarters operations centre 


on Brockhurst Crescent employ¬ 
ing 750 people. It employs around 
4,000 people in all and last year its 
1,500 patrols attended about 2.3 
million roadside breakdowns. 

The other major shareholder in 
the business is Singapore sovereign 
wealth fund GIC, which bought 
nearly half the company from Car¬ 
lyle last year. The latest deal means 
Carlyle has sold up all its interest 
in the UK’s second biggest break¬ 
down recovery group which it orig¬ 
inally bought from insurance giant 


Aviva for around £1 billion. CVC, 
which is the biggest shareholder 
in Formula One, bought its stake 
in the RAC using its new Strategic 
Opportunities Platform which it 
has set up for longer term invest¬ 
ments. 

The 118-year-old RAC currently 
has 8.6 million members. Since it 
was bought by Carlyle its revenues 
have risen to £498 million in 2014 
from £417m in 2010. It has also in¬ 
vested heavily in improving energy 
efficiency at its sites. 


Cigarettes 
smuggler is 
locked up for 
three years 

A CIGARETTE smuggler has been jailed 
for three years after being caught with 
more than 250,000 illegal cigarettes val¬ 
ued at more than £160,000. 

Gulan Shaikh, aged 64, of Essington 
Road, Willenhall, was spotted using a 
mobile phone while driving in Septem¬ 
ber 2014. Officers who searched his van 
found 16 boxes containing cigarettes and 
rolling tobacco inside. 

The officers then searched his home, 
where over 57,000 cigarettes were stored 
in the garage. Altogether, it was esti¬ 
mated Shaikh’s collection of cigarettes 
and tobacco totalled £102,180. 

Wolverhampton Crown Court heard 
that Shaikh, who was also part of a £1 
million tobacco smuggling plot back 
in 2004 which saw him jailed for 18 
months, was released on bail prior to 
his case going to court, only to be caught 
again. In January, he was seen carrying 
boxes into a property on Buckingham 
Drive in Willenhall which was being 
rented by a Nirmal Kainth. 

Officers searched the property and 
found £60,994 worth of tobacco as well 
as cash. Kainth, 47, denied knowing 
that Shaikh was storing tobacco inside. 
Shaikh and Kainth both pleaded guilty 
to defrauding her majesty’s customs, to 
which both pleaded guilty. 

Kainth was given a nine-month prison 
sentence suspended for 18 months and 
ordered to carry out 150 hours unpaid 
community work, while Shaikh was 
given a three-year jail term. Defence 
solicitor Gurdeep Garcha said Shaikh 
regretted the crime. 

Healthwatch set 
to be dropped 

WALSALL’S health watchdog is set to 
be dropped by the borough council in fa¬ 
vour of a different body due to a number 
of ‘difficulties’ in the last two years. 

Healthwatch Walsall has suffered a 
number of problems since it was com¬ 
missioned by the authority in 2013 - 
high turnover of staff, changes in senior 
management as well as issues with rela¬ 
tionships between board members. 

As a result the council launched an 
independent investigation into the body 
including scrutinising its finances and 
how it was ran. The probe was com¬ 
pleted in October and several recom¬ 
mendations are now being introduced. 

The watchdog is made up of members 
from MyNHS Walsall, Walsall LINk, 
Age UK, Walsall Housing Group and the 
borough’s Citizen’s Advice Bureau. 

Town Hall talk date 
for rocker lommi 

BLACK Sabbath guitarist Tony lommi 
is to take part in an Audience With- 
style show about his life in Birmingham 
at the Town Hall on March 19. The 
67-year-old heavy metal legend will be 
interviewed by old friend and TV sports 
presenter Gary Newbon. 


Dean Harper 

FUNERAL DIRECTORS 


• Family owned business with three generations 

• Personal Professional Dignified Service 

• Home arrangements 

• Pre-paid Funeral Plans 

• Private Chapels of Rest 

• Free Legal and DSS Advice 

• Full Monumental Masonry Service 

• Best of Walsall First Place award winner 
for 2011 and 2012 

New Headstone Website for 2014 

21 - 23 Lichfield Street, Walsall, WS1 1TJ 

24 Hours Tel: 01922 63 88 55 

www. deanhar p er funer aldir ector s .co.uk 
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WHEN ONLY THE BEST WILL DO 


Halliwell Funeral Service has a reputation for care and professionalism within 
the area. Our dedicated staff always put their clients’ needs and feelings first. 
We offer traditional levels of service with prices to suit every budget. 


openWrms 


Bereavement Support Group 
Coffee Mornings - Thursdays 
from 11am - call for details. 


Kecvcn 


Get a FREE Heaven Address 
on-line memorial with every 


• 24 hour help and advice 

• Private chapels of rest 

• Luxury limousines, horse drawn 
and speciality hearses available 

• Pre-payment plans by instalment 

• Funeral services arranged to your 
own wishes and specifications 

• Floral and masonry services 

Halliwell Funeral Service 
Hednesford Road, HEATH HAYES 
For 24 hour help & advice call: 

01543 459200 

Halliwell Funeral Service 
Walsall Road, GREAT WYRLEY 
For 24 hour help & advice call: 

01922 419090 


We also have offices at: □ □□ 

■ Norton Road, PELSALL & Castle Street, COSELEY. p L u a n N n'inc 

" Part ofTamworth Co-operative Society Ltd. www.tamworth.coop authority 
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Hundreds 
sign protest 
in call over 
bad parking 

MORE than 180 concerned parents 
and staff have signed a petition call¬ 
ing for action to tackle illegal parking 
outside a Wednesbury school. 

Old Park Primary School head¬ 
teacher Teresa Boddington branded 
the situation an ‘accident waiting to 
happen’. The petition calls for a lol¬ 
lipop lady to be instated at the school 
alongside a zebra crossing. 

Complaints of vehicles speeding, 
parking on zig-zag lines and across 
driveways when picking up and drop¬ 
ping off children at the school have 
been on-going in recent months. 

Parent, Hardeep Bhillon, whose 
four-year-old son is currently in re¬ 
ception class, said that she decided to 
start the petition after she feared a 
major accident would happen. 

She explained: “It is frightening to 
think that the children may be at risk 
when going in and out of school - all 
just due to people parking inconsider¬ 
ately on the road. 

“I was even crossing myself when 
a car came speeding out of nowhere. 
It has been an on-going problem for 
quite a while, but this is the first time 
I have decided to start a petition.” 

Headteacher Mrs Boddington 
added: “We are working closely with 
local PSCO’s and have even set up 
our own junior PCSO system where 
children alert drivers to inconsiderate 
parking too. 

“We are working together to appeal 
to the council to hopefully introduce 
some calming and road safety meas¬ 
ures, as it is an accident waiting to 
happen.” 

250 have a say 
on budget plans 

AROUND 250 people have had their 
say on Walsall budget cuts as part of a 
borough-wide consultation. 

Council chiefs are looking to 
save £85 million over the next four 
years and a public consultation was 
launched in early November so people 
could comment on what service areas 
should be prioritised. They can also 
give their verdict on proposed changes 
to services in 2016/17. The consulta¬ 
tion was expected to be available to 
thousands. 

A report on the feedback that has 
come through so far reads: “The re¬ 
sults summarised here are based on a 
small number of responses mostly of 
which were gathered online. Results 
are therefore a snapshot of opinion 
and should treated as such.” 

Nice touch to pub 
comedy night 

COMEDIAN Barbara Nice, who 
appeared on Peter Kay’s Phoenix 
Nights, will headline the stand-up 
comedy night at the Newhampton 
Inn, Wolverhampton on December 16. 
Tickets are £6 or £10 with food. 


Just 10 beds available at Manor 



The Manor Hospital in Walsall 


WALSALL Manor Hospital and New 
Cross in Wolverhampton were so 
full they only had 32 beds to spare 
between them across a weekend this 
month, new figures have revealed. 

At the Manor, just 10 beds were 
available over the weekend of Decem¬ 
ber 4 and 6, while at New Cross, run 
by Royal Wolverhampton NHS Trust, 
there were 22. 

It got worse a few days before, on 
December 2, when there were no free 
beds at Manor Hospital, which is run 
by Walsall Healthcare NHS Trust. 

The figures, released by the NHS, 


show hospital trusts in the region are 
already feeling the pressures of win¬ 
ter. Over the same weekend, Dudley 
Group NHS Foundation Trust had 
705 available beds and 631 occupied 
at Russells Hall Hospital. 

Sandwell and West Birmingham 
NHS Trust, which runs Sandwell 
General Hospital, fared the best over 
the period, with just 613 of its 719 
beds used. 

Richard Cattell, chief operating of¬ 
ficer at Walsall Healthcare NHS Trust 
said: “We work hard to develop a win¬ 
ter plan to ensure we have measures 


in place to deal with the challenges 
that the season brings. 

“We also urge the people of Wal¬ 
sall and the wider West Midlands to 
help support us during these times of 
high pressure and consider whether 
they need to attend an emergency 
department or whether they could be 
treated elsewhere such as by their GP 
or at a walk-in centre.” 

Gwen Nuttall, chief operations 
officer at the Royal Wolverhampton 
Trust, said: “Like every other trust 
in the country we have experienced 
capacity pressures,.” 


39 charged with drink 
driving in first week 


ALMOST 40 motorists have been 
charged during the first week of a 
festive drink driving crackdown by 
West Midlands Police. 

There has also been a surge in the num¬ 
bers arrested for driving while under the 
influence of drugs. 

Officers across the region have been carry¬ 
ing out unmarked patrols and acting on tip-offs 
after launching the seasonal drink-and-drug- 
drive campaign from the start of the December. 

In the first seven days of the crackdown, 49 
people were arrested and 39 charged to appear 
at court. The highest breath test so far has 
been 108 - three times the drink-drive limit. 

The Christmas crackdown has also seen po¬ 
lice officers carrying out roadside drug tests on 
those suspected of getting behind the wheel 
while under the influence of illegal substances. 

The Central Motorway Police Group (CMPG) 
- leading the campaign for West Midlands Po¬ 
lice, made 13 arrests for positive drug tests 
from motorists in the first week - compared to 
two in 2014. It comes after new legislation to 
help police catch drug drivers came into force, 
along with £40,000 of Department for Trans¬ 
port funding for roadside test kits. 

Arrested 

CMPG Inspector Greg Jennings said the pri¬ 
mary aim is to make the roads safe for every¬ 
one. He added: “The changes to the law have 
allowed us to arrest more than five times the 
number of drug drivers this year than last. 

“The truth is if you take that risk of driving 
after using drugs you are far more likely to be 
arrested today. We know the party season is 
upon us and we will be increasing our efforts to 
take offenders off the road and make law-abid¬ 
ing revellers safer. Getting behind the wheel 
while under the influence of drink or drugs can 
cause a serious risk to others on the road, let 
alone yourself.” 

He added: “Combining drink and illegal 
drugs is especially deadly - it has been found 
that drivers who have consumed both are 23 
times more likely to be involved in a fatal crash 
than sober drivers.” 

Over the course of last year’s campaign 2,437 
motorists were stopped for breath tests with 
285 providing a positive test or failed to pro¬ 
vide a sample. This was followed by a summer 
crackdown which saw CMPG officers make 69 
drink-drive arrests from 259 breath tests — a 
hit rate of 26 per cent. 



Taking a swing on the golf course being built at Wood Farm Golf and 
Leisure, Essington, is green keeper Barry Wood, of Walsall 


Nearly 
time for 
tee at 
course 

WITH the paths set, the 
bunkers dug and the club¬ 
house ready to build, the £3 
million Essington Golf Club 
is now ‘80 per cent’ com¬ 
plete, says its owner. 

As plans were submitted 
earlier this month for a £2m 
expansion and an extra nine 
holes, owner Brian Saun¬ 
ders spoke about how the 
development that was first 
announced eight years ago 
is progressing. 

“We’re currently in the 
last part of the landscaping 
stage which we hope to fin¬ 
ish in the next few months,” 
he said. “Then we’ve got to 
leave it to mature.” 

Its been a long time com¬ 
ing for Essington. Plans for 
the 80-acre site between 
Bursnips Road and Broad 
Lane were first submitted 
in February 2007. The con¬ 
struction of the nine-hole 
course was hit by the reces¬ 
sion. Material costs soared 
and progress was halted. But 
now the site is just months 
away from completion. 

Mr Saunders, from Coven, 
said: “In the future it’s going 
to be a top course, but these 
things take time, they don’t 
take five minutes. It’s a long 
term thing but once its done 
it will be there forever.” 


NEWS IN BRIEF 

Firearm alert ends 
in m'way closure 

TRAFFIC on the M6 was brought to a 
standstill after a report to police of a 
motorist carrying a firearm. 

Officers closed off the southbound 
carriageway between junctions 11a 
and 12 around 1pm on Sunday. 

A member of the public had re¬ 
ported that people travelling in a 
white BMW were allegedly carrying 
a gun. Officers caught up with the 
driver and searched the vehicle but 
nothing was found. 

Duty Inspector Jonathan Staite 
said: “The driver was advised to con¬ 
tinue on their journey.” 

Fire originates in 
electric cupboard 

A KITCHEN was badly damaged in a 
house fire in Walsall. It took 15 fire¬ 
fighters to deal with the blaze at Gilli- 
ty Avenue, near Daisy Bank, on Satur¬ 
day. Crews from Walsall and Bloxwich 
stations arrived shortly after the 
flames were reported around 3.20pm. 

The fire originated from a ground 
floor electrical cupboard. No-one was 
in the building at the time. 

Western Power were called out to 
isolate the electric supply. The blaze 
left the kitchen 40 per cent damaged 
from fire and 60 per cent damaged 
from smoke. 

Mariah all set 
for arena date 

SUPERSTAR Mariah Carey will per¬ 
form in Birmingham next year as 
part of her first tour of Europe for 13 
years. The singer will bring her Sweet 
Sweet Fantasy tour to the Barclay- 
card Arena on March 20. 

The best-selling female artist of all 
time is touring after a sell-out Las 
Vegas residency. 

Tickets go on general sale at 9am 
on Friday priced from £51.33-£79.45. 

Book online at www.theticketfac- 
tory.com or call 0844 33 88 222. 

Market venue move 
with Banks's match 

BESCOT Market will appear in Union 
Street, Wednesbury this Sunday, due 
to the rearranged Walsall v Port Vale 
football match live on Sky Sports at 
Banks’ Stadium. 

Their will, however, be an addi¬ 
tional market at the home of Walsall 
FC the next day, Monday 21. All usual 
traders will be present at both so peo¬ 
ple can join in the festive fun. 

For further information please con¬ 
tact 07889 975 701 or email bescot.p@ 
hotmail.co.uk 

JLR Slovakia decision 

JAGUAR Land Rover is expected to 
sign a deal with the Slovak govern¬ 
ment soon on a production plant in 
the eastern European country, ac¬ 
cording to reports. 

JLR, owned by India’s Tata Motors, 
has chosen the city of Nitra for the 
proposed factory, due to open in 2018. 



SALE NOW ON 

50% off 

all Shrubs and Perennials 


Bookings being taken for Christmas meals from £10.95 

Open Mon - Sat 8.30am - 6.00pm Sunday 10.30 - 4.30 . 

Telephone Find 

Email: " S -“ n 

Bus service 77 934 and 935 I 



Quick-Step 

Authorised 

Dealer 


w 7\ 


,4 

10% Off Selected Blinds & Curtains. 


Call today 01902 609800 or click 
www.camberleycurtains.co.uk 
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Choose from 1,000 Fabrics 
at your home or office 

We fit so you don’t have to 
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► Rollers 

► Romans 

► Verticals 

► Venetians! 


www.camberleycurtains.co.uk 

01902 609800 

If We Are Fitting Call 0776676741 8 
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THE BEST OF 

PETER 

RHODES 



WE need safe, secure, flood-proof 
homes on high, well-drained plots. We do 
not need to trim a piffling 20 minutes off 
the rail journey time from London to Bir¬ 
mingham. As Cumbria drowns, our be¬ 
loved leaders are still preparing to spend 
£50,000 million or more on HS2. What a 
monumentally misguided set of priorities. 
Our grandchildren will think we were mad. 

WINTER is icumin-in, so it’s off to the an¬ 
nual pre-Xmas entertainment, an evening 
of mediaeval music with ye authentic 
olde instruments. These events are a re¬ 
minder of how our horny-handed ances¬ 
tors were prepared to suck, blow, pluck, 
crank, squeeze or wallop almost anything 
in the hope of getting a tune out of it. Hol- 
lowed-out gourds, stretched skins, reeds, 
lumps of wood and pigs’ bladders were all 
pressed into service. This concert featured 
a bagpipe which looked like a hockey stick 
inserted in a dead badger. I bet you’d get 
much the same noise using a live badger. 
The one disadvantage of England defeat¬ 
ing the Spanish Armada in 1588 was that 
it delayed the arrival of guitars, and proper 
music, for several centuries. 

WHEN Donald Trump calls for a ban on 
all Muslims entering the United States, 
he is surfing on one of those occasional 
waves of paranoia that have swept Amer¬ 
ica ever since it was first settled. From 
witches to flying saucers, via communists, 
alien abductions, Freemasons, Catholics 
and secret brain implants (can you feel 
it, just under your ear?), the US seems to 
need occasional panics and conspiracy 
theo- ries. I can’t think 

of any explana¬ 
tion for this de¬ 
sire to be fright¬ 
ened except 
that the US 
arms industry is 
enormous and 
every new pan¬ 
ic surely sells 
more guns. 

MIND you, when Trump alleges that 
cops are scared to enter some parts of 
London, the instant denial by the Metro¬ 
politan Police is unconvincing. Fact: most 
British towns and cities have their share of 
dodgy streets. I recall the Liverpool gag 
about a neighbourhood so tough that the 
police patrolled not in pairs but in threes - 
and that was inside the police station. This 
joke is at least 50 years old. 

FIRST, those little peaked hats were 
known as Lenin caps after the leader of the 
Russian revolution. Then, when the Bea¬ 
tles adopted them, they became Lennon 
caps. As Britain became a member of the 
EU and we all got more continental, they 
were marketed as Breton fishermen caps. 
And now, favoured by the Labour Par¬ 
ty leader, they are being sold on eBay as 
Corbyn caps. You can’t help noticing how 
many men of a certain age are now wear¬ 
ing them. Or wondering whether they were 
bought in tribute to Vladimir, John, French 
fishermen or Jeremy. 



Don't miss Peter 
Rhodes every Mon¬ 
day to Friday in your 
Express & Star 


£l.6m park and ride on the way 


PLANS for a 196-space car park at a 
Walsall tram station will be submit¬ 
ted to the borough council following 
a huge public campaign for the pro¬ 
ject. 

More than 300 people signed a 
petition calling for funding to be 
set aside for the £1.6million project 
which will bring a park and ride ser¬ 
vice to Bradley Lane Metro Station. 

Centro launched a public consulta¬ 


tion on the scheme earlier this year 
but have now confirmed they will 
formally apply for planning consent 
from the council early in the new 
year. 

As well as improving transport 
links in the area it will also alleviate 
parked cars clogging up the streets 
near the line. 

Centro spokesman Steve Swingler 
said: “We provide free parking at 


four locations along the Metro line 
and these are extremely popular and 
consequently very busy. Five million 
people already use the Metro each 
year but we expect this figure to rise 
to eight million after the Birming¬ 
ham city centre extension opening. 

“As a result we anticipate demand 
for Park and Ride to also increase 
which is why we have drawn up plans 
for this 196 space car park.” Walsall 


Councillor Doug James, who repre¬ 
sents Darlaston South, has been at 
the forefront of calls for a park and 
ride service in the area along with 
the Metro Business Partnership. 

He said: “This has been a cam¬ 
paign I have been pushing for for 
several months so I’m delighted that 
it’s come to fruition. Bradley Lane is 
the only Metro Station in Walsall and 
I am proud that it is in my ward.” 


Caparo deal results in 
623 jobs being saved 


By John Corser 


A FURTHER 623 jobs have 
been saved at collapsed 
steel firm Caparo after a 
deal was sealed by admin¬ 
istrators. 

The remaining 10 businesses 
in the Caparo Industries Group 
- including seven in the Black 
Country - have been sold in¬ 
cluding seven sites in the Black 
Country. 

Jobs at businesses based in Wil- 
lenhall, West Bromwich, Wednes- 
bury, Cradley Heath, Dudley and 
Oldbury have been saved. 

Administrators confirmed the 
businesses had been sold to the 
Gupta family, whose interests in¬ 
clude the SIMEC and Liberty House 
groups. Union officials called the 
sale ‘excellent news’, helping to put 
workers’ minds at rest in the run-up 
to Christmas. 

Among the businesses sold is 
Clydesdale Jones, Caparo Modu¬ 
lar Systems and Caparo Advanced 
Composites, in Willenhall, where 
142 jobs have been saved. At Caparo 
Precision Strip - JB&S Lees, based 
in Albion Road, West Bromwich, 170 
workers’ jobs have been saved. 

Confirmed 

In total 29 jobs have been pro¬ 
tected at West Bromwich-based 
business Caparo Drawn Products 
and Fairbright Wire, in Phoenix 
Street. Administrators confirmed 
123 positions have been preserved 
at Caparo Aluminium Bridge, in 
Bridge Street, Wednesbury. 

Also sold is CMT Engineering, in 
Corngreaves Road, Cradley Heath, 
which is made up of tube fittings, 
dynamics, clamps and insulation 
businesses where 40 have been 
saved. 

Six jobs have been saved at Cap¬ 
aro Forging, in Marriott Road, 
Dudley, and 23 jobs at the group 
headquarters in Oldbury. 

Matthew Hammond, Midlands 
Region chairman for PwC and Cap¬ 
aro lead administrator said: “We 
are delighted to have completed the 
sales - it is great news for the Mid¬ 
lands.” 



Museum celebrates best ever year 


Delighted museum director Alan Bishop sells a ticket to Henry Meakin, aged 13, visiting from the south west 


ASTON Manor Transport Museum has seen its greatest 
number of visitors to the venue in its 35-year history. 

With a couple of days to spare the venue at Shenstone 
Drive, Aldridge, has seen around 5,500 people through 
its doors this calendar year which is narrowly more than 
its previous best, charity chiefs confirmed. 

The museum costs around £50,000 a year to run with 
little outside funding and chairman Martin Fisher said 
its main source of income was through its visitors. He 
said: “The biggest part about this is getting the mu¬ 
seum’s name out there. The fact that more and more 
people in the local community have heard about us is 
the main thing because that’s where we feel the great¬ 
est support is coming from in the future.” The museum 


opened in the Witton area of Birmingham near Villa 
Park where it remained until 2011. In fact it was that 
year which saw the last highest visitor numbers with 
doubt lingering about whether the venue would reopen. 

It relocated to a site in Aldridge only holding a few 
sporadic events in 2012 but it moved to Shenstone Drive 
and reopened to the public properly in 2013. 

Mr Fisher put this year’s success down to several 
events the museum has hosted throughout 2015. 

He said: “They like to have things here because of the 
vehicles which make it a nice backdrop which means we 
get more people through the door. Aldridge Arts had an 
event here and we had an antiques fair. Our most suc¬ 
cessful event was the model show in March.” 


Force pays 
out nearly 
£lm to deal 
with claims 

WEST Midlands Police has paid out 
nearly £1 million to the public in com¬ 
pensation in the last three years. 

People have successfully claimed 
for wrongful arrest, false imprison¬ 
ment, trespassing and assault, among 
others, during the period. 

The highest payout was £57,500 
back in November 2012 for wrongful 
arrest, false imprisonment, trespass 
and wrongful infringement of human 
rights. This year alone the Police were 
forced to pay out £389,596.40 to the 
public, and this figure excludes the 
amount it has paid out in compensa¬ 
tion to its own force. 

This figure has risen year on year, 
with £243,253.08 paid out in 2013 and 
£297,596.40 in 2014. 

Other examples of high payouts 
include £45,000 for assault, wrongful 
arrest and false imprisonment and 
£26,500 for wrongful arrest, false 
imprisonment, trespass and infringe¬ 
ment of human rights. 

The TaxPayers’ Alliance raised 
concerns over the ‘huge amount of 
money’ that was not ‘going into front¬ 
line policing’. 

Alex Wild, research director at the 
Alliance, said: “This is a huge amount 
of money that is not going into front¬ 
line policing at a time when savings 
have to be made. 

“Of course mistakes will be made 
from time to time and those who have 
been wrongfully arrested or falsely 
imprisoned are entitled to compensa¬ 
tion, but forces really must minimise 
their errors and ensure that any pay¬ 
outs aren’t excessive.” 

Bus lane protest 
names handed in 

A PETITION calling for the removal 
of a controversial bus lane in Walsall 
has been handed in to bosses. 

The petition, launched by Bloxwich 
councillor Shaun Fitzpatrick is asking 
that the lane in Bloxwich High Street 
is removed and has been supported by 
1,158 people. 

Councillor Fitzpatrick said: “We 
have handed the petition over to the 
council and now we look forward to 
finding out when it will be properly 
discussed. The number of signatures 
we have collected shows that the peo¬ 
ple of Bloxwich don’t believe this bus 
lane is needed in this area.” 

The petition was put together in the 
wake of complaints about a traffic en¬ 
forcement camera put in place on Sep¬ 
tember 22, with protesters claiming it 
was catching drivers out unfairly. 

Transformation of 
old offices scrapped 

A SCHEME to turn derelict former 
office buildings has been scrapped. 

Plans to transform the old Ham¬ 
mond Heat Treatment site, Heath 
Road, Darlaston, into industrial units, 
alongside a newly built workshop 
have been withdrawn by the agent. 
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Attacker in 
sentence 
fight loses 
appeal bid 

A DRUG addict from Walsall who 
robbed a dementia-suffering pension¬ 
er, leaving him with ‘blood running 
down’ his face, had an appeal to cut 
his 10-year jail sentence refused. 

Craig Andrew Powis, aged 30, of 
Darlaston Road, Pleck and two other 
addicts targeted the 86-year-old man 
‘who lived alone and was highly vul¬ 
nerable in order to rob him to buy 
drugs’ in October 2013. 

Kerry Wilkes, 32, knew of the vic¬ 
tim and got access to his flat in Wal¬ 
sall in October 2013 before letting in 
Powis and Wilfred Clarke, 33. 

They beat their elderly victim 
around the head and searched his 
clothes and home, causing ‘a great 
deal of upset and physical injury’, 
London’s Appeal Court heard. 

After being robbed of his wallet, 
the pensioner was seen by neighbours 
looking distressed and bewildered, 
said Judge Jeremy Carey. He has re¬ 
covered from his injuries but his de¬ 
mentia was ‘made worse as a result 
of the trauma of this incident’, added 
the judge. 

Each of the three robbers were 
jailed at Wolverhampton Crown Court 
on June 3 after admitting robbery. 

Wilkes, of Roebuck Glade, Willen- 
hall, was locked up for nine years, 
while Clarke, from Sheridan Street, 
Walsall, received an eight-year term. 

Powis’ lawyers tried to convince 
Judge Carey that his his 10-year jail 
term was far too tough. But the judge, 
sitting with Lady Justice Sharp and 
Mr Justice Warby, said: “This was a 
severe sentence, but justly so.” 

Probe on £65m 
Junction 10 bid 

A REPORT on how a massive £65 mil¬ 
lion revamp of an M6 junction could 
impact the environment has been or¬ 
dered. Walsall Council is set to com¬ 
mission the report into the junction 
10 project unveiled by Highways Eng¬ 
land last week. 

They presented preferred options 
on the proposed shape of the rounda¬ 
bout featuring a pair of new four-lane 
bridges across the motorway and it 
was put out for public consultation. 

Consultant architects Moore Envi¬ 
ronment has now provided extensive 
advice to the council on what areas 
need to be covered in the environmen¬ 
tal impact assessment. 

Council spokesman Ian Smart said: 
“The development on the junction it¬ 
self is set to kick off in 2018.” 

It Wood be sold 
out for Roy's gig 

ROY Wood’s gig in Wolverhampton 
this month has sold out. The Bir¬ 
mingham rocker, who founded Elec¬ 
tric Light Orchestra and Wizzard, is 
playing at the Robin 2 in Bilston on 
December 20. 


Cause of death crash still unknown 



Crash victim John Kamelski 


A CORONER was unable to ascertain 
what happened in an M6 crash in 
which a 65-year-old man died. 

John Kamelski, from Penkridge, 
had been on his way to an appoint¬ 
ment in Birmingham on the morn¬ 
ing of July 3 when he collided with a 
static HGV at around 8.10am. 

The crash happened on the south¬ 
bound carriageway in lane one next 
to the Hilton Services entry slip road 
between junctions 11 and 10a. 

In the initial aftermath, members of 
the public rushed to save Mr Kamel¬ 
ski and carry out first aid, but he 


died the following day. In an inquest 
at Cannock Coroner’s Court, South 
Staffordshire senior coroner Andrew 
Haigh concluded that the death was 
accidental, adding: “The area where 
the collision happened was the site of 
long term roadworks, so there was a 
lot of slowing down and stopping by 
motorists compared to normal. 

“He has not realised this until the 
very last second and as a result he has 
driven into the back of a static large 
goods vehicle. I am sorry that I can’t 
reach a clear conclusion. 

“My formal conclusion is one of ac¬ 


cidental death. I am sorry that I can’t 
say precisely what the cause of the 
collision was.” 

Staffordshire police sergeant Jon 
King was first on the scene of the ac¬ 
cident and enlisted the help of other 
motorists to stop traffic. 

He also called on a member of the 
public to divert vehicles along the slip 
road at Hilton Park services, before 
dialling 999 and climbing into the 
Mercedes Mr Kamelski had been driv¬ 
ing to check on him. Sgt King com¬ 
forted Mr Kamelski while he waited 
for emergency services to arrive. 


£im gala baths work 
set to get underway 


WORK on a £1 million overhaul of 
Walsall’s Gala Baths will start at the 
end of the month with a completion 
date set for April, it has emerged. 

The centre will close on Christmas Eve and 
a partial service - comprising the brine pool, 
fitness suite and dance and spinning studios - 
will be provided from January 25. 

The Gala Pool will be closed for the duration 
of the works. Council chiefs say it will re-open 
after Easter. 

A revamp of the outdated town centre build¬ 
ing was initially due to be completed by the 
end of the year but the works programme was 
changed after talks with contractors to limit 
the impact on service users. 

A new family changing area, remodelled re¬ 
ception, sauna and a boom to split the pool into 
main and learner sections are scheduled. 

Preparatory works have already taken place, 
including the removal of asbestos from the 
50-year-old building. 

The rest of the work will see the main pool 
drained to allow the installation of a boom to 
create a 25 metre competition pool and a new 
warmer teaching pool. A modern unisex chang¬ 
ing area and sauna will replace the separate 
male and female changing rooms. 

Revised 

The baths’ main entrance and reception area 
will also be completely remodelled. The tem¬ 
porary operation will also run a revised pro¬ 
gramme with temporary access arrangements. 

Chris Holliday, the council’s head of leisure 
and culture, said: “It is good to see this work 
now getting under way. The refurbishment 
represents the largest investment on the Gala 
Baths since it was built in 1961. It will see the 
facilities transformed, making large areas of 
the centre fit for the 21st century. 

“It’s unfortunate that it has not been possi¬ 
ble to keep all parts of the centre open during 
the refurbishment but given the scale of the 
improvements, it just wasn’t going to be practi¬ 
cal or safe to maintain a complete service from 
the site during the building works. I’d like to 
thank our customers for bearing with us while 
the improvements have been ongoing.” 

The improvements at Walsall Gala Baths will 
complement the £24m investment being under¬ 
taken to build active living centres at Bloxwich 
and Oak Park. Some £2m is being provided 
from Sport England’s ‘Iconic’ facilities fund 
and £300,000 from the Football Foundation. 



The raiders use a sledgehammer to smash windows at the jewellers 



And they’re off - the brazen thieves are in and out in 15 seconds 



Shocked traders and passers-by gather outside the shop 


Gone in 15 
seconds 
as gang 
hits store 

TWO balaclava-clad thieves 
wielding a sledgehammer 
and axe smashed through the 
front window of a Walsall jew¬ 
ellers and snatched more than 
£30,000 of goods within sec¬ 
onds. 

Dramatic CCTV footage cap¬ 
tures the moment the brazen 
robbers took just 15 seconds to 
break into Laxmi Jewellers in 
Pleck before fleeing the scene 
in a black Ford Focus - believed 
to be stolen. The audacious day¬ 
time attack took place as sev¬ 
eral vehicles, including a bus, 
drove past less then 20ft away 
on Wednesbury Road shortly 
after 5pm on Tuesday. 

It is not the first time the 
family-run jewellers has been 
targeted after thieves rammed 
their way into the shop in 2010 
stealing £9,000 worth of items. 
Manager Amrit Verma, aged 
28, said the thieves knew what 
they were doing and took up to 
seven gold Asian wedding sets. 
The shop has been closed since 
the raid. 

Less than a minute after the 
men struck, more than a dozen 
neighbouring traders and 
stunned onlookers descended 
on the scene looking shocked 
at what had happened. Anyone 
with information should call 
101 or Crimestoppers on 0800 
555111. 
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Jump centre to 
create 116 jobs 

A TRAMPOLINE centre will open in 
Walsall in February, creating more 
than 100 jobs. 

Bosses at Jump Nation will open 
at Bentley Mill Way in February, and 
bosses have revealed work is under 
way. 

Michelle Ball, managing director 
and co-founder of Jump Nation, said: 
“We are thrilled to start building a 
new park for Walsall. 

“The expansion will mark the start 
of a very exciting year for Jump Na¬ 
tion and with the new site, we are 
looking to create up to 116 jobs.” 

Christmas cards 
in aid of hospice 

ACORNS Children’s Hospice is rais¬ 
ing money by selling its own range of 
Christmas cards. 

The range includes three seasonal 
designs created by children cared for 
by the charity, with all proceeds going 
towards Acorns and its work. 

To continue its care, Acorns needs 
over £9 million every single year for 
its three hospices and relies on fund¬ 
raising, 

The cards can be purchased from 
any one of Acorns’ network of retail 
shops, by calling 01564 825 027 or at 
www. acorns. org.uk 

Burglary victim's 
fund hits £1,300 

A FUND set up by Beechdale resi¬ 
dents after an 87-year-old woman’s 
house was burgled has climbed to 
more than £1,300. 

Margaret Devey had £1,000 worth 
of precious jewellery and £500 stolen 
from her Beechdale home on Novem¬ 
ber 25. Neighbours set up a crowd 
funding site so she could buy Christ¬ 
mas presents for her family. 

To donate to the fund, visit https:// 
crowdfunding.justgiving.com/man- 
dy-gregory 

Building firm told to 
hand over website 

A BLACK Country builders’ merchant 
which set up a website with a similar 
name to B&Q has been ordered to 
hand over the online address. 

The DIY giant complained after 
Wednesbury-based Darlaston Build¬ 
ers Merchants registered the internet 
address ‘bandqbricks.co.uk’. The case 
went to internet watchdog Nominet 
and now an independent expert has 
ordered that the address be given up. 

Expert Nick Phillips said B&Q had 
shown it had rights in a name ‘identi- 

Tuck into free offer 

WORKERS at a takeaway and res¬ 
taurant in Wolverhampton city centre 
are spreading goodwill. 

Employees at Market Fish Bar 
on Salop Street are giving up their 
free time on Christmas Eve between 
6-8pm and Christmas Day, 11am -1pm 
, and offering free hot food and drinks. 


ADVERTISEMENT 


Cloudy2Clear Windows 
- Service With A Smile! 


It’s been a crazy few months for 
Cloudy2Clear Windows. The 
company which specialises in 
repairing windows which are 
steamed up, broken or damaged 
by replacing the panes - not the 
frames has grown rapidly as 
homeowners take advantage of 
their services. 

Managing Director Brian 
Stanley feels that it’s all about 
service. ‘Our product is simple. 

If your double glazing is misted 
up we can replace the glass at 
a fraction of the cost of a new 
window, in any type of frame, and 
with a new 5 year guarantee. But 
it’s not just about saving people 


money, although that obviously 
helps. Many tradespeople have 
struggled since last year and I 
honestly feel that during the good 
times a minority perhaps didn’t 
focus on customer care as much as 
they should have done. 

We make sure we turn up when 
we say we will, do the job the 
customer requires and leave then- 
house as clean as a whistle. I often 
get comments back from customers 
on how they really didn’t expect that 
sort of service which, in a way, is 
very sad for the service industry as 
a whole.’ 

Cloudy2Clear service 
Wolverhampton and the surrounding 


area and Brian is finding that his 
approach is a major factor in his 
success. ‘The truth is that it’s not 
just the personal satisfaction that 
I get from doing a good job but 
also it makes good business sense. 
I get a huge amount of business 
from friends and family of people 


I’ve done work for, which just 
goes to show how much a little bit 
of effort is appreciated.’ 

So, if your windows are 
steamed up, broken or damaged 
give Brian a call for a free 
quotation on 0800 61 21 118 and 
he’ll be happy to help! 



STEAMED UP DOUBLE GLAZING? 

Don’t replace the Frames... just the Panes! 


Broken or Damaged Windows? 
Faulty Hinges, Handles or Locks? 
Want The Latest Energy Saving Glass? 

All Glazing Backed By Our 

5 Year Manufacturers Guarantee 

Priority Freephone 

0800 61 21 118 

www.cloudy2clear.com 



REPLACING YOUR FAILED DOUBLE GLAZING 


...we make saving money perfectly clear... 
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IN MY VIEW 


with Mark Andrews 


Priorities 
all wrong 
on Gazza 
allegation 

TWENTY-FIVE years ago, when Gazzam- 
ania was at its height, it felt like I was the 
only person in the country who wondered 
what all the fuss was about. 

Yes, there was the occasional flash of 
brilliance, those electrifying mazy runs 
that would leave defenders bamboozled, 
but it always seemed to me he was more 
famous for crying, belching, and general¬ 
ly making a fool of himself than for any¬ 
thing he achieved on the pitch. 

Now, as he approaches his 50th birth¬ 
day, the former midfielder shows few 
signs of maturing. 

His battles with the bottle and bizarre 
behaviour have been well documented, 
and last month he stunned the audience 
at Wolverhampton Civic Hall with a stu¬ 
pid comment about not being able tell 
whether a black security guard was smil¬ 
ing or not. 

Funny? Not remotely. Offensive? Cer¬ 
tainly. The man is clearly an imbecile. And 
if I were the security guard in question, 
I would feel entitled to question my em¬ 
ployers about whether this idiot should 
be allowed to perform at the Civic again. 

Inquiry 

What I do not understand, though, is 
how an unfunny and offensive joke has 
become a police matter. 

West Midlands Police says it has re¬ 
ceived a report of a “hate crime”, has 
taken a statement from the victim and an 
inquiry is ongoing. 

But crude and objectionable though 
the comment was, I doubt very much 
whether there was any hatred in Gazza’s 
words, let alone a crime. 

I would also be very surprised if the 
complainant was the security guard him¬ 
self, who I suspect is made of sterner 
stuff. 

More likely, I imagine, it will have come 
from one of those thin-skinned activ¬ 
ists who is always first to take offence 
on somebody else’s behalf, and spends 
most of their spare time urging people to 
sign petitions on Facebook. 

Maybe it is unfair to blame the police 
for investigating the alleged “hate crime”. 
If they ignored it, the Guardian read¬ 
ers would have had a field day. And of 
course, there may be more to the story 
than meets the eye. 

On the other hand HM Inspectorate of 
Constabulary has just panned West Mid¬ 
lands Police, saying the force is failing to 
protect children from abuse and failing to 
carry out basic checks on sex offenders. 

You may also recall that earlier this 
year, head of the National Police Chiefs 
Council Sara Thornton said that burgla¬ 
ry victims may not always be visited at 
home as police prioritise other crimes, 
saying that officers need to shift their fo¬ 
cus away from “traditional” offences. 

Well call me a “traditionalist” if you like, 
but I think somebody might have their pri¬ 
orities wrong here. 



Are we now facing a 
crisis in Christianity? 



Rev David Wright, at St Peter’s Church, who has commented on a landmark report on religion Rev Rob Farmer, of St Mark’s in Shelfield 


Leading Christians in the re¬ 
gion have been standing firm in 
the wake of a landmark report. 
Report by LISA WRIGHT 


“TO say this is no longer a Chris¬ 
tian country is taking it a bit far, but 
I would say it is fair to say it is a 
very inclusive country.” 

These are the words of the Reverend 
Prebendary David Wright from St Pe¬ 
ter’s Church in Wolverhampton, in the 
wake of a landmark report on religion - 
which found Britain was no longer just a 
Christian country. 

The report published by the Commission on 
Religion and Belief in Public Life said there 
had been a ‘general decline’ in Christian affil¬ 
iation - with two in five people now identify¬ 
ing as such - coupled with a move away from 
mainstream denominations to evangelical and 
Pentecostal churches. 

Islam, Hinduism and Sikhism have also 
overtaken Judaism as the largest non-Chris¬ 
tian faiths in Britain. 

Among the ‘striking’ trends, the report said, 
was a rise in the number of people who iden¬ 
tified as non-religious - now amounting to al¬ 
most half the UK population. 

But Baroness Butler-Sloss, who chaired the 
commission, said issues such as the Paris ter¬ 
rorist attacks and the banning of a Church of 
England advert in cinemas showed religious 
beliefs are still central to society. 

However, now church leaders from across 
the region maintained that Christianity was 
still an important faith in this country. 

“Britain is a country where there remains 
a significant Christian presence,” added Rev 
Preb Wright. 

“A significant Christian influence and where 
significant numbers of people are still practis¬ 
ing Christians or would trace their affiliations, 
although may not be active, but it is also a 
country that embraces other faiths. 

“We are a multi-faith society built on firmly 
Christian faiths.” 


While Neil Robbie, the vicar at the Holy 
Trinity Church in West Bromwich, said: “Our 
public institutions, government structures, ed¬ 
ucation system, health care system and justice 
system. These have all been built over a mil¬ 
lennia by Christian thinkers. 

“It’s not as simple to say we are no longer 
a Christian nation because people don’t be¬ 
lieve. For us not to be a Christian nation there 
would have to be a dissolution of these systems 
and institutions. 

“Secular thinkings are squatting in the 
house that Christians built and what they are 
saying is look at the house we built, when ac¬ 
tually what they are doing is demolishing it. 

“We don’t want to give credit to people who 
have shaped our society.” 

Janet Bailey, chief organiser at St Luke’s 
Church in Cannock, who celebrated their 
900th anniversary this year, said: “We recog¬ 


nise here at St Lukes that a lot of people don’t 
have a faith, but we still have a very strong 
congregation and do not feel that is going to 
change any time soon. 

“I don’t agree or disagree with what has 
been said but we live in a multi-cultural so¬ 
ciety and this is something we have to accept, 
and really should applaud.” 

And Rev Rob Farmer, of St Mark’s Parish 
in Sheffield, said: “I can understand why peo¬ 
ple do say we are no longer a Christian coun¬ 
try but I believe everybody has some kind of 
spirituality in them. 

“We have a very healthy congregation and 
upon engaging with people who come to St 
Mark’s, we are told they thoroughly enjoy the 
experience here and that is all we can ask.” 

The report also said the number of Church of 
England bishops who sit as peers in the House 
of Lords should be cut to make way for leaders 


of other faiths. Rev Canon Andrew Wickens, of 
St James The Great, Eve Hill, who is chairman 
of Dudley Interfaith Network, said he believed 
the report ‘merits study’. 

He also said the recommendation to reduce 
the number of Bishops in the House of Lords 
needed to be considered as the country be¬ 
comes more diverse. 

“I welcome anything that contributes to de¬ 
bates about the place of religion in our com¬ 
mon life so I am sure that this is a report that 
merits study by people. The Church of Eng¬ 
land has sought to serve the whole of the local 
community - we offer support to all. 

“We have bishops in the House of Lords. It’s 
only right and proper that the whole of our 
society is represented. At a national level it 
makes sense that the people who represent us 
are taken from broad section of society,” he 
added. 



SALE • SALE • SALE * SALE • SALE 

C 


SALE • SALE • SALE 


" Knitting Patterns and Needles 1 
from 10p each 

Every Friday and Saturday 10.30am to 3.00pm 

Next to Howdles Butchers, High Street, Clayhanger, Brownhills WS8 7EA 

Merry Christmas to all our Customers 

Unique Gifts, Hand Knitted Garments and many other 
unique items will be on Sale 
Toys, Kitted hat and scarf sets £5 
Childrens Lucky Dip 50p each 


CHRISTMAS GIFTS FROM £1 


CHRISTMAS WREATHS AND ARRANGMENTS FROM £5 


AVAILABLE FROM THE 4TH DECEMBER 


EVERYONE WELCOME TO COME AND HAVE A BROWSE. 
All proceeds to the following four charities: Freidrichs A taxia, Parkinsons, Dementia and A utism 


(ft SaLE • SALE • SALE • SALE • SALE • SALE • SALE • SALE (A 


Express & Star 
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Clear up the mess on our streets 


MIGHT I just say how disgusted I am with 
the state of Palfrey, Caldmore and Pleck, I 
have lived in this area for 50 years and nev¬ 
er before have I seen the amount of rubbish 
on our streets that I have in the last few 
months. 

Just walking through Palfrey I see mat¬ 
tresses, old settees, burst bin bags spew¬ 
ing their contents over the pavements and 
bins outside people’s houses crawling with 
maggots. The amount of litter blowing 
around obviously from the local retailers 
and schools is beyond a joke, countless pop 


and beer cans, sweet wrappers, crisp pack¬ 
ets and countless other flotsam and jetsam. 
It’s a total disgrace, why aren’t people held 
responsible for dropping litter? Why aren’t 
people made to clean up after themselves? 

Why aren’t the local council in schools 
helping to teach our young about ‘keeping 
Britain tidy’ an old saying but it needs to be 
revived, I taught my children to put their 
rubbish in the bin it’s not a difficult concept 
to grasp! 

J DANKS 
Walsall 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 


POST 

Walsall Chronicle, 
Chronicle Editorial, 
51-53 Queen Street 
Wolverhampton, WV11ES 


EMAIL 

walsall.chron@ 

expressandstar.co.uk 


Letters should be brief and MUST include name, address and telephone 


Empty promises by 
leader over results 


Don’t fall 
for the lies 
on Corbyn 

I WOULD like to thank J 
Davenport for his/her sup¬ 
port for Jeremy Corbyn. It 
is nice to read a letter from 
someone who does not be¬ 
lieve the lies printed by the 
right-wing press and the 
tabloids. 

I cannot see Mr Corbyn 
is any worse than the poli¬ 
ticians we have been stuck 
with over the past three 
decades. 

David Cameron and his 
crowd are completely indif¬ 
ferent to the suffering that 
their cuts have caused. 

The pitiful excuses made 
by the paymaster general, 
Matthew Hancock, on Ques¬ 
tion Time in response to the 
mother of a young man with 
a learning disability show 
how out of touch politicians 
in general are with the elec¬ 
torate. 

I am not at all fooled by 
Mr Hancock’s claim that 
the reason for the cuts is 
to ensure that the country 
can afford to support future 
generations. That’s merely a 
justification for callousness 
and inhumanity. If Jeremy 
Corbyn is still the leader of 
the Labour Party in 2020 I 
will consider voting for him, 
as at least he stands by his 
principles. 

S FLANAGAN 
Aldridge 


WALSALL Primary schools 
are among the worst in the 
country currently, dropping 
to 143rd from 150 in Eng¬ 
land. It’s that time of year 
again. The time of the emp¬ 
ty statement from an educa¬ 
tion leader, commenting on 
another poor school report 
card from Ofsted. 

Sadly, if anyone re¬ 
searched the last 15 years 
at least, of local media you 
would find the same deeply 
disappointing recycled state¬ 
ments. Which is remarkable 
as in London there has been 
a huge turnaround in school 
improvements. 

Why not in Walsall? As 
regular as the winter dark¬ 
ness Walsall invests in new 
leaders, new committee 
structures, but the same 
politicians. They all have 
one thing in common, they 
haven’t worked. 143rd is a 
very low attainment level 
for all involved. When will 
people believe it is with 


quality headteachers and 
teachers that change can be 
delivered? 

No one factor can be 
credited for success in the 
London improvements but 
school leadership was key. 

Schools require a focus 
on data and, data literacy, 
a culture of responsibility, a 
professional working culture 
and highly effective and led 
professional development, 
not hollow statements from 
distant education leaders. 
Quality counts, find it, pay 
for it, teach it, keep it. 

Parents and carers have 
every right to be appalled, 
disappointed and angry 
about Walsall schools’ latest 
report card score. Walsall 
must have an education 
revolution led by parents 
and carers. Local schools 
need to be invigorated by 
our parents on behalf of our 
children. 

CLLR DOUG JAMES 

Walsall 


Idiocy of 
van driver 
on the road 

I HAVE read with interest 
some of the correspondence 
recently regarding some 
people’s fears and worries of 
the driving skills of the West 
Midlands. 

All of you are correct. 
There are some bad drivers 
out there who are putting 
everybody at risk. Let me 
add another story to the col¬ 
lection of gaffes and idiocy: 
I was driving from Wolver¬ 
hampton city centre at the 
Bilston Island when a white 
van in front of me could not 
be bothered waiting for the 
lights to change. 

They just turned left 
down the ring road through 
a red light. 

Then, even worse, at the 
next junction they wanted to 
turn right, off the ring road, 
down the A4124 Wednes- 
field Way. Again, they just 
decided to go through a red 
light, across the ring road 
traffic. I could not believe 
what I was seeing. 

S HARRIS 

New Invention 

On song for 
fundraising 

WILLENHALL Singers 
(formerly Willenhall Mu¬ 
sical Society) are pleased 
to announce that a cheque 
for £1,775 was presented to 
Helen Murray from Macmil¬ 
lan Nurses on Monday De¬ 
cember 7. 

The money was raised 
mostly, from our Charity 
Concert on October 17 at 
Sneyd Community Centre. 

It included a generous do¬ 
nation of £70 from Streetly 
Methodist Church. Thank 
you to our audience and 
everyone who helped make 
the event successful, includ¬ 
ing advertisers and donors. 

ANNE LANGLEY 
Willenhall Singers 



FENSA 


1 WINDOW 
DESIGN 


Supplies and Installers of: 


TelR0T922 401425 


A MERRY CHRISTMAS AND A HAPPY NEW YEAR 


uk 


uk 


CO 


CO 


.pvt direct 


HEAD OFFICE 

Unit 1, Croxstalls Close, 
Bloxwich. Walsall WS3 2XT 
Tel: 0800 917 5266 
Fax: 01922 475719 


pvcudirect@hotmail. 


SHOWROOM M SALES OFFICE 


34 Portland Road Aldridge 
Walsall WS9 8PZ 
Tel: 01922 744306 


154c High Street Bloxwich 
Walsall WS3 3JT 
Tel: 0800 917 5266 


•Windows •Doors ‘Conservatories »Patio Doors *Bi-Fold Doors 
•Garage Conversions *Car Ports *Canopies ‘Garage Doors 
I *Fascias, Soffits and Guttering | 

Rehau 70mm Profile 
Internally Gla 
Fensa R igistered 
No Salesmen 
OAP Discounts 
A+ F i VI clows 
118th year in Business | 

Family Run Business 
Secured by Design 
expe rienced Fitters 



STAIRLIFTS 
RENT FOR £1O/wk* 





info@pelsallwindows.co.uk 

A MEMBER OF I FENSA I MEMBER N0^31948 


Established in 1989 


70mm internally beaded sculptured profile 
28mm double glazed unit 
Full Maintenace & repair service on UPVC 
windows and doors 

^ Double Glazed Units fitted the same day 


t We will 
now be open 
on Saturdays 
f 10am-2pm 


10 YEAR INSURANCE 
BACKED GUARANTEE 
NO PRESSURE SELLING 


\ ^Windows & Glass Ltd 


Wishing 
all our 
customers 
a Merry 
Christmas 


Products at f f ear s 
affordable v servi ^ 
prices - y 

FREE QUOTES 

Suppliers and installers 
of high quality energy 
efficient PVCu products 

TRADE ENQUIRIES WELCOME 


Rollingmill Street 
Walsall WS2 9EQ 


www.pelsallwindows.co.uk 
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Reward after raid nets £35k from firm 



Accounts manager Samantha Hale at: 

THIEVES smashed a hole in the roof 
of a funeral directors before stealing a 
safe containing £35,000 in cash. 

Devastated staff at Strongs Memo¬ 
rials in Bloxwich have been been left 
shocked by how well-organised the 
burglary was. 

Owner Andrew Walsh has since put 
up a £5,000 reward for anyone who 
can provide any information which 
results in the culprits been convicted. 

Accounts manager Samantha Hale 
arrived to discover the business had 
been broken into on the morning of 
Friday December 4. She said: “I came 
in and saw some plaster on the floor 


itrongs Memorials in Bloxwich, where i 

and just thought maybe we were hav¬ 
ing some work done or something. 

“It didn’t occur to me at first what 
had happened then I noticed the safe 
was gone. I went into the next room 
and there was a hole in the roof. I 
was really shook up. The safe is really 
heavy it must have taken three or four 
people to get it up.” 

A number of factors have led staff to 
believe the break-in was well-planned, 
including the precise location of the 
where the roof was smashed and the 
fact that no fingerprints were left. 

They also believe the culprits tam¬ 
pered with the CCTV system at the 


safe was stolen and recovered empty 

premises wiping any recording. The 
safe was discarded in a nearby garden 
and has since been recovered albeit 
without the £35,000 which was inside. 

Fortunately the company is insured 
and they have reassured customers 
who have booked funerals and other 
services that they will not be affected. 

Ms Hale said: “Everyone’s orders 
will still be done. This is one of the 
busiest times of year and we have just 
got to keep going. The nature of the 
business is not the kind where you can 
let customers down.” Anyone with in¬ 
formation should call Walsall Police on 
101 or Crimestoppers on 0800 555 111. 


. 




Walsall Clinical Commissioning Group 
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Feeling ill over Christmas and 
can't wait to see your GP? 

A GP service is available from 8am to 8pm on Christmas Day, 

Bank Holiday Monday (28 December) and New Year's Day at: 

• The Keys Family Practice • Pelsall Village Health Centre 

Field Street, Willenhall WV13 2NY High Street, Pelsall, Walsall WS3 4I_X 

Telephone: 01922 604847 Telephone: 01922 604460 



For a same-day appointment, call the surgery or walk in. 

This service is for patients who have an urgent illness or injury and cannot wait 
for an appointment with their registered GP surgery. It is not for routine GP or 
nurse appointments and you don't have to be registered at either surgery. 



Our two Urgent Care Centres are also open 
every day throughout the holiday period 


www.walsallccg.nhs.uk 





























D-Day veteran Stanley's 
wait for medal continues 



HE risked his life for his 
country by fighting on Sword 
Beach during the notorious 
D-Day landings. 

But months after notifying 
the Ministry of Defence, Second 
World War veteran Stanley Har¬ 
ris from Walsall has yet to receive 
confirmation of whether he will be 
recognised for his bravery. 

In recent weeks the 93-year-old of St 
Michael’s Close, Aldridge, has watched 
on as other British survivors, includ¬ 
ing former soldiers from the borough, 
have received their Legion D’Honneur 
medals - the commendation intro¬ 
duced by the French government in 
2014 to mark the 70th anniversary of 
the Normandy landings. 

His family submitted the required 
paperwork on his behalf in July but 
four months on they have yet to even 
receive any acknowledgement from 
the MoD. 

Son-in-law William Carlon, aged 54, 
from Burton, said: “I’m a 6ft bloke and 
reading about what he went through 
brings tears to my eyes. He doesn’t 
talk about it much, but he is a very 
proud man and we are all very proud 
of him. He has asked how long it will 
be before he gets his medal and has 
said ‘will I get it before I go?’ 

“We’ve seen a lot of people get theirs 
and just think it would be nice if he 
was recognised.” Mr Harris joined the 
air force in 1940 but six months later 
was transferred to the Army. 

Like many soldiers he was posted 
to various parts of the country before 
learning he would be part of Operation 
Overlord - the largest amphibious mil¬ 
itary operation in history which saw 
more than 150,000 Allies land on the 
coast of France’s Normandy region 
which was heavily fortified by Ger¬ 
man troops. It was during these sieges 
where Mr Harris was nearly killed 


Normandy veteran Stanley Harris 



Another view of Stan in Belgium 


after an enemy soldier jumped into the 
trenches and stabbed him in the arm 
with a bayonet, only for his sergeant 
to come to his rescue. 

After the Allies seized control of 
Normandy he served with the 184 
Field Park Company rebuilding the 
roads and transporting equipment 


Stanley seen in Trieste, Italy, 1945 



Stan, bottom right, in Belgium, 1944 

and supplies to the front lines. Follow¬ 
ing his release from the Army in late 
1945 Mr Harris married wife Marga¬ 
ret a year later who has since passed 
away. The father-of-two, grandfather 
and great-grandfather has worked for 
engineering firms including Aldridge- 
based company Birlick. 
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“Our company is owned and run by local tradesmen 
meaning the work is carried out properly and on time. 
We strive to keep our prices as low as possible in order to 
keep within the budget of retired, disabled and working 
families which make up 95% of our customers. ” 


THIS WEEK’S 

DISABLED SPECIAL 



Recession Busting 
Fitted Prices 


39 Lichfield Road, Wednesfield, 
Wolverhampton WV11 1TW 01902 861908 
Showroom also at 
Unit 4, Charterfield Shopping Centre, 
Charterfield Drive, Kingswinford DY6 7SH 
01384 287222 

SHOWROOMS OPEN 9am-5pm 6 Days a Week 



local mobility experts with over 25 years experiem 


FREE Easy Parking S Best Prices on all batteries supplied 
y Service work carried out at special rates 
✓ Free daily living aids catalogue ✓ 0% Finance available 
y Motability Accredited ^ /\/\ ^ 

X7T77X (S?e33CtoeniDDpfl^^ V"! L 
/°v\\U/>'A A Close 

A CSVTftrtTKTi^ A 23rd Dec 

l ; % •Js ; J > - Re-open 

yy^Avw rrrFfwrrrfifm A 4th Jan 


Mobility 


Open: Monday - Saturday 9.30am-4.30pm 
www.care&mobi I ity.co.uk 


Folding Walking Sticks 

SPECIAL OFFER Only £5.99 


Blue Badge & Time Wallet 

SPECIAL OFFER From Only £2.99 


Disabled Toilet Key 

SPECIAL OFFER From Only £2.99 


Fully fitted stairlifts installed by our professionally trained fitters 

Free home assessment and survey on all stairlifts 


Toggle Switch 


Lift Rediner 
Chairs come as 
single or dual 
motor chair and 
actually lift you 
up and on to 
your feet with 
minimal effort 
required. 


New & Pre-owned Scooters 


Stairlifts 

From Only £695 

n 

Scooters 

From Only £499 

fi 

Wheelchairs 

From Only £99 


Baths Lifts 

From Only £259 

» j 

Reclining Armchairs 

From Only £399 

M 

Walkers 

From Only £56 

hi 

Adjustable Beds 

From Only £399 
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END OF YEAR SALE 

20% OFF 


(t&c apply, must book on first visit to get discount) 

3^ I 



Want to use your 
conservatory 
all year round? 

Too HOT in summer? 
Too IL in winter? 

Replace your existing roof with a 
Supalite Roof System lightweight 
replacement for your 
conservatory roof 

• Choice of tiles and colours 

• Save energy, conserve heat 

• Fitting Teams available 

Su polite 

J immmsm 


SUPALITE MIDLANDS LTD have the solution ... 


ONLY MIDLANDS MAi lUFACTURfc 


_Afo Planning PL/uvuSS ion ne.e.de.ci! 

0121 552 0100 / 0800 0075313 

www.supalitemidlands.com /sales@supalitemidlands.com 




Boy punched and forced 
to hiss shoes of ‘bully’ 


A ROBBER forced a terrified 
teenager to kiss his shoe after 
punching him three times in the 
face. 

Judge James Bearbridge described 
Wayne Kendall as a ‘bully and a men¬ 
ace to society’. 

Wolverhampton Crown Court heard 
Kendall, aged 18, shockingly threatened 
a young girl that if she called police he 
would ‘cut her up’ and send her back to her 
mother in the mail. 

Kendall, of Slacky Lane, Walsall, ap¬ 
peared from a young offenders institute via 
videolink and pleaded guilty to two charges 
of robbery and assault with intent to rob. 
He was sentenced to three-and-a-half years 
in a young offenders institute. 

Prosecutor Stefan Kolodynski said Ken¬ 
dall’s attack on Paige Green, aged 15 and 
Jordan Lewis, 16, took place a at a bus stop 
in Darlaston on October 17. 

“Kendall was riding past on his bike 
when Miss Green and Mr Lewis were en¬ 
gaged in banter, during which Miss Green 
told Mr Lewis to ‘P** off. 

Kendall heard this and took it as an ex¬ 
cuse to challenge them. 

“He started bullying them, he said ‘I own 
these streets and I’ll hunt you down.’ 

“He punched Jordan in the face and 
tried to get Paige’s phone off her. He then 
challenged Jordan to a fight, punching him 
a second time while Paige was standing 
nearby. He said to her: ‘I know your fam¬ 
ily, if you call the police I’ll cut you up and 
send you back to your mother in the mail.’ 

“He punched Jordan in the face once 
more before ordering him to kiss his shoes, 
saying if he didn’t he would stab him. He 
held him down and forced him to kiss one 
of his trainers. He then said to the pair: “I 
know you both, I’ll stab you”, before riding 
off on his bike.” 

Miss Green said in a victim statement, 
she was scared to go into town and now- 
rarely goes out. She said she feared that she 
will be attacked every time someone goes 
past her on a bike. In defence, Mr Anthony 
Bell said Kendall has an alcohol problem, 
and was under the influence when he com¬ 
mitted the offences. 


It was only a soldier’s tale 



Author Gary Taylor of Great Barr, 

AN engineer has written inspired 
by a chance meeting with a war 
veteran. Gary Taylor has pledged to 
donate half of any money he makes 
from the book sales to charity. 

It was while shopping that Mr 
Taylor got talking to an elderly 
man emblazoned with medals who 
was selling poppies.The 55-year-old, 
from Great Barr, said: 

“A couple of years back I was 
coming out of Asda and there was 
this old fella sat there with so many 
medals he could trip over. 

“We got into conversation and 
he said ‘you wouldn’t believe half 


with his book A Soldier’s Tale 

the tales of these’ and that got me 
thinking. Two years later the book 
was published.” 

Although Mr Taylor never saw 
the man again, or even knew his 
name, his book was based loosely 
around him. A Soldier’s Tale is the 
story of a man in a supermarket 
selling poppies recounting his sto¬ 
ries during the war. 

The book is on sale on Amazon 
and at Water stones and other lead¬ 
ing book stores, with 50 per cent of 
the proceeds to be directed to the 
Royal British Legion. Mr Taylorhas 
previously written two thrillers. 


recycle 

for Walsall 



Your Christmas 
Rubbish and Recycling 
arrangements 2015/16 


Changes to your rubbish bin collection service (grey bin) 




Normal collection day 


Your next collection will be 


Friday 25 December 2015 

Monday 28 December 
with 3 extra bags of rubbish 

Monday 28 December 2015 

Monday 4 January 
with 3 extra bags of rubbish 

Friday 1 January 2016 

Friday 8 January 2016 
with 3 extra bags of rubbish 

For operational reasons, extra bags of rubbish will be collected by a 
different crew. 

Changes to your recycling bin collection service 

(green bin) 

Normal collection day 

Your next collection will be 

Friday 25 December 2015 

Monday 28 December 2015 

Monday 28 December 2015 

Monday 4 January 2016 

Friday 1 January 2016 

Friday 8 January 2016 


For operational reasons no extra bags of recycling will be collected, please check 
our top 20 list to see what can go in your green recycling bin. 


Please check your new bin collection calendar or 
visit our website for your schedule for the next year. 



Your garden waste collection service (brown bin) 


There will be no garden waste collections from Friday 20 
November 2015 until week commencing Monday 4 April 2016. 
Please check your bin collection calendar for your first brown 
bin collection of the spring. Alternatively contact us on the 
details below. 


Household 

Waste 


HOPKINS SHOES 

STOCKIST OF WIDE AND COMFORT FOOTWEAR 
LOCATED IN WYLDE GREEN m 
5^. NR SUTTON COLDFIELD 


EST. 1980 A "REAL" SHOE-SHOP 


35 YEARS of SHOE 
► 1980 | FITTING EXCELLENCE 12015 - 


Ml— 


Local tips (Household Waste Recycling Centres) will be closed on 
Christmas Day, Boxing Day and New Year’s Day. We are opening 
for two additional days, one at each site to help with increased 
demand over the holiday period. 


Poor weather conditions 


If we can’t carry out normal collections due to poor weather 
conditions we will keep you updated by local radio, our website, 
facebook and twitter. We will also leave a recorded message on 
our contact centre number 01922 653344. 

Should you require further information: 

Telephone: 01922 653344 
Website: www.walsall.gov.uk 
Email cleanandgreen@walsall.gov.uk 

@Cleangreentweet Walsall bins and things 
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LAP IBS &c GENTS SUPPERS ... 
MAKE THE PERFECT GIFT! 



•• MICRO SUEDE UPPERS 
MEMORY FOAM CUSHIONING 
NON-MARKING SOLES 

website:www.hopkins-shoes.co.uk 


1 W 153 Sutton Road, Wylde Green 
Sutton Coldfield B23 5TN (Nr Yenton Pub) 

W. rei 0121373 7873 V 

MVIonday-Saturday 9am*-5pm (*Weds 9.30am)^ 
Buses: 904, 905,110,112, 88, 902 and 915 
Parking:Roadside lhr FREE, or Yenton Pub 2hrs £1 


I 


For Your Advertisement Only In... 


bookings call one of our helpful advisors o 

01902 319191 































































































Standing proud to honour the Fallen 



The Barr Beacon War Memor 

IT stands proud on top of the hill, 
honouring those who lost their lives in 
conflicts around the world. 

Barr Beacon’s landmark war me¬ 
morial looks picture perfect in the 
morning sun. The monument is trans¬ 
formed into a silhouette, with bright 
blue skies above and just a few clouds 
as the sun begins to rise. 

The memorial pays homage to ser¬ 
vicemen and women who have lost 
their lives throughout the 20th and 
21st centuries. Where the memo¬ 
rial is situated at the beauty spot, is 
one of the highest points in the West 
Midlands. It boasts views on a clear 


al seen in all its glory, in the morning si 

day that can stretch from Wales and 
Shropshire in the west and Stafford¬ 
shire in the north, to Warwickshire in 
the east and Birmingham in the south. 
Such sights as The Wrekin, Cannock 
Chase, the Lickey Hills, Lichfield Ca¬ 
thedral, Aldridge Airport and Birming¬ 
ham city centre can be seen. 

Sadly, Barr Beacon’s recent history 
has been less favourable, as the war 
memorial has been repeatedly targeted 
by metal thieves who have stripped 
the copper dome off the much-loved 
monument. In November 2014, the 
memorial was rededicated in front of 
dignitaries and schoolchildren. 


n, at the popular beauty spot 

They were joined by Her Majesty’s 
Lord-Lieutenant, Mr Paul Sabapathy, 
Colonel Tom Lloyd, chairperson of the 
military deputy lieutenant group and 
the Mayor of Walsall, Councillor Pete 
Smith. The war memorial dates back 
to 1933 and is made of Portland stone. 

The roof used to be made of copper, 
but after spates of theft and vandal¬ 
ism, the dome was restored with zinc. 

Inside the memorial is a pedestal 
which used to house a mounted ‘direc¬ 
tion-finder’ or topographic disk. 

The original 1920 disk was de¬ 
stroyed during the war, and there have 
been several versions since. 



I 
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X 





offer 

SUTTON -0121 355 1912 

101 The Parade, Sutton Coldfield, B72 1PL 

www.jimmyspices.co.uk 

Valid Lunch and Dinner every day excluding Saturdays. Not valid during Happy Hour. 
Discount on food only. One voucher per table. Max discount £50. Valid till Sunday 
20th December 2015. Guests are required to provide email address/mobile number. 




all you can ©at world buffet 

' ID5 e (J DER10 
EAT* HALF P ICE* 




DQ 
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Choose your show, price band*and how you want to travel 
Coach inclusive breaks - Two days 

Selected weekend departures 

Saturday Night from £149. 95 Theatre Weekend with Dinner from £159. 95 

Take in a top West End show and have some free time in London for shopping and 
sightseeing. For the Theatre Weekend with Dinner option see the matinee performance 
before heading to the hotel for an evening meal. For the Saturday Night option see the 
evening performance. For both breaks the price includes a theatre ticket and an overnight 
stay in a four-star outer London hotel with full English breakfast. 

Pick ups offered are Dudley, Shrewsbury, Telford, Walsall and Wolverhampton. 


Rail inclusive breaks - Two or three days 

Departures most weekends 

Saturday Night Theatre from £169. 95 

Catch the Theatre Express and enjoy a super two-day weekend break in the capital. There’s 
a choice of London hotels (hotel supplements may apply) and your ticket is for a Saturday 
evening performance. Rail travel is standard class with the option to upgrade. Departs Sat¬ 
urday morning from Birmingham New Street, Shrewsbury, Stafford or Wolverhampton, re¬ 
turning on the Sunday afternoon/early evening to give plenty of free time for shopping and 
sightseeing. 

Theatre Showstopper from £239." 

This popular theatre package to the West End departs from Birmingham New Street, 
Shrewsbury, Stafford or Wolverhampton on the Friday morning returning on the Sunday 
afternoon/early evening. Standard class travel is included with the option to upgrade plus 
two nights stay at a three or four-star London hotel of your choice (hotel supplements may 
apply). Includes a top price ticket for a Friday evening performance. 

*The “from" price and price bands vary for each show - see brochure for details. 

Single rooms subject to availability - supplement applies. 

Organised by Omega Holidays (ABTA V4782) 


For a theatre brochure please call the 
promotions team on (01902) 319999 
(Monday to Friday, 9am-5pm), 
or go to expressandstar.com/starextratravel 

Please read brochure/web page for full information plus terms and conditions 




Wolves players, Patricia Murray and Lilian Smith 


Shemiah Browne with Nathan Byrne and Matt Doherty Bright Enobakhare and Sheyi Ojo with Harvey Martin 

wolves players 
do the rounds 
in hospital visit 


Jessica Flowers, aged four, Penn meets goalkeeper Jon Flatt 


HOSPITAL patients were treat¬ 
ed to a surprise visit by Wolver¬ 
hampton Wanderers players. 

Members from the first team and 
the under 21 side visited patients at 
New Cross - including those on the 
Deanesley ward, children’s unit and 
maternity - and handed out gifts. 

The club arranges the visit each year 
to give patients going through a difficult 
time a chance to meet the players and to 
brighten up their day. 

Defender Matt Doherty lauded the hero¬ 
ics of the staff at the hospital. He said: “I 
have got so much respect for the staff with 
all the things that they do, they are heroes 
really to these patients. The things they do 
though we take for granted almost.” 

Humble 

Striker Benik Afobe said: “It is nice to 
come and see people in the hospital here 
and hopefully they can all get better. It is 
sad to see. 

“We don’t know a lot that goes on be¬ 
cause all we do is train and work hard, and 
go home and see our friends and family. 

“There is just so much going on in the 
world and it makes you humble to see and 
the looks on their faces when they see us 
you know. 

“The work that the staff do sometimes 
goes unnoticed, with all the hours they put 
in and the late shifts.” 

The players that visited New Cross Hos¬ 
pital were Benik Afobe, Matt Doherty, 
Sheyi Ojo, Jordan Graham, Nathan Byrne, 
Bjorn Sigurdarson, Bright Enobakhare, De¬ 
clan Weeks, Callum Harris, Jonathan Flatt 
and Sylvain Deslandes. 


Fan Jack Spragg with Bjorn Sigurdarson and Jordan Graham Wolves players with Stuart Craggs and baby Issac 
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THE HAWTHORNS COLLECTION 
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TREAT YOURSELF THIS WINTER 

WITH ALL THE CARE AND SUPPORT THAT YOU NEED 


Enjoy a break with friends old and new, and let us take care of you in the New Year. Throughout your winter stay you can enjoy the full 
Hawthorns all-inclusive 5 star lifestyle - with all your costs covered to include all restaurant dining and wines, refreshments throughout 
the day, 24/7 duty staff, housekeeping service, laundry, mini bus service and a full activities and entertainment programme. 


We are delighted to offer this special all-inclusive winter package for a whole month for just £1,995 in one of our luxury apartments. 
That’s less than £65.00 a day - for everything. For couples we add only £450 per month - that’s just £14.50 a day for your partner. 


♦ For further information or a copy of our brochure please call 01922 262113 ♦ 



MAKE LIFE SIMPLE. MAKE YOUR LIFE AT THE HAWTHORNS 



The Hawthorns Aldridge I Erdington Road I Aldridge I West Midlands I WS9 8UH I Tel. 01922 262113 I www.hawthornsretirement.co.uk 
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Britannia 


Pine & Furniture 


Quality, Oak, Pine, Painted 
and Reclaimed Furniture 


Specialists in Bespoke Oak, Pine, 
Painted and Reclaimed Furniture 

A huge choice of quality Furniture in 
our fantastic two storey showroom 


Buy direct and save ££££ 
- In store or shop online 
Shop online: 

www.britanniapine.co.uk 

Visit our eBay shop: 
handcraftedfurnitureuk 


Designer Zenn Chunky Oak Range 



Made from 100% Solid Oak 



* 


if 



Reclaimed/rough sawn range made on premises 

Britannia Pine, Unit 9B Watling Street, I Shabby Chic Range made on premises 

Business Park, Cannock, Staffordshire WS11 9XG I Deluxe Room Set 

Tel: 01543 379888 

Email: info@britanniapine.co.uk 
Opening hours: 

Monday to Saturday 9am - 5pm; 

Sundays & Bank Holidays 10am -4pm 

www.britanniapine.co.uk 




Stereophonies 
are rock solid 



Stereophonies played for more than two hours at the Genting Arena, Birmingham 


GIG REVIEW 


by Leon Burakowski 


Stereophonies, Genting Arena 

THE day after sharing the 
NEC stage with mega stars 
at the BBC Music Awards, 
rockers Stereophonies were 
back in the spotlights at the 
Genting Arena. 

This time it was in front of thou¬ 
sands of fans who had come purely to 
see them and enjoy probably the best, 
down-to-earth no nonsense melodic 
rock band on the live circuit. 

This was a special night for the five- 
piece built around the Welsh core of 
guitarist and singer Kelly Jones, with 
his inimitable sandpaper and velvet 
vocals, and bassist Richard Jones, who 
looks like a throwback to the rocka¬ 
billy era. It was a gig sandwiched be¬ 
tween adding rock muscle to the BBC 
show and a triumphant homecoming 
at Cardiff on Saturday night. 

For Kelly, in his usual jeans and 
leather bomber jacket, it was extra 
special because in the days when Car¬ 
diff lacked a big venue the NEC was 
where he saw his rock heroes, such as 
AC/DC. He recalled an Aerosmith con¬ 
cert when he was “just two rows from 
the (expletive) back”. Kelly praised 
Brum’s rock pedigree, Led Zeppelin 
and Black Sabbath, and remembered 
Birmingham gigs at small venues such 
as Moseley’s Jug of Ale. 

Stereophonies have released nine 
albums in 19 years. It was the early al¬ 
bums and two latest, Graffiti On The 
Train and Keep The Village Alive, that 
provided the sources for this 26-song, 
two and quarter hour gig. 

They were out of the blocks at top 
speed with exhilarating rocker C’est 
La Vie from Keep The Village Alive 
and kept up the momentum with I 


Wanna Get Lost With You, Super¬ 
man, Vegas Two Times, More Life In 
A Tramp’s Vest and Have A Nice Day. 

The band, completed by Birming¬ 
ham guitarist Adam Zindani, drum¬ 
mer Jamie Morrison and keyboardist 
Tony Kirkham, were joined by violin¬ 
ists and a cellist which added lush, epic 
dimension to Indian Summer, Graffiti 
On The Train, Roll The Dice, Violins 
and Tambourines, and their hit cover 
of Handbags and Gladrags. The latter 
was written by Manfred Mann’s Mike 
D’Abo who Kelly revealed had thanked 


him after their cover version paid for 
his conservatory. 

That honey and whisky voice of 
Kelly Jones, the major reason why 
Stereophonies have as many female 
as male fans, was showcased by his 
acoustic version of Traffic and, at the 
piano, the raw Sunny from the new 
album. After Local Boy In The Photo¬ 
graph, the band returned for four en¬ 
cores including their anthem Maybe 
Tomorrow and biggest hit Dakota. 

That’s the Stereophonies, hard graft 
and satisfaction guaranteed. 


eUROFIT 


InCentre | Online | Mobile 


Winter Health 
& Battery 
Checks 


£10.00 OFF 

Claim £10 off any of our services 
when you spend £50 or more. Offer 
excludes Tyres Batteries & MOTs 




SERVICING 

Z/vk*4&s cornea of &t 


ENGINE 

size 


FULL/ 

ANNUAL 


£35 




Cannock 

<0a Longford Rd, Brktgtown, 
Cannock WSll OOF 

T: 01543 500 555 


Mon .Rt&X*^ SXfcrr. S*B30grr 230pn 



Bloxwich 

71 Park Rd, Bk>rwtch, 

WS3 3SW 

T: 01922 477 882 

Done* flfOTtof 4 mm 

Mcr F* 5X*fri SaB3Qarn-23Qpm 


l-WJkllJJl eurofitautocentres.co.uk 
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UP TO 


30% OFF 

—SELECTED— 

BEAUTY GIFTS 


RAYLIS ft 
HARDING 



i W 





MIDNIGHT FIG & 
POMEGRANATE 7 PCE 
LUXURY SET 

RRP £30 WAS £19.99 

Gillette 

GILETTE SERIES 
GIFT SET 


2 


££..79 

RRP £7.99 WAS £3.99 


UP TO 


10% OFF 

—SELECTED— 

BRANDEDTOYS 


xr 

FROTEN m 


OLflF STORY 
TELLER 


RRP £19.99 WAS £16.99 


7FT mRJESTIC FIR 
CHRISTfllflSTREE 



UPTO 


50% OFF 

—SELECTED— 

XMAS ITEMS 


BRADFORD MALL, THE SADDLER CENTRE, WALSALL 

www.tjhughes.co.uk 


TJ HUGHES 

The Discount Department Store 
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Hall End Methodist Church Sunday School’s entry in the West Bromwich Car- A rare look inside Christian Spiritualist Church, Whitehall Archibald Kenrick and Sons’ employees’ children’s Christmas party from 
nival of July 1,1967. The church, at Hall End, which dates from 1902, closed Road opposite Farley Street in June 1959. By 1970 the around 1956. Among those pictured are Royston Hunt, Ken Wooding, John 

on June 28, 2009. This photograph is used courtesy of T.J.H. Price property was demolished. Photo courtesy of Ron Jones Beighton and Colin Evetts. The photo is thanks to Ken Wooding 


Monuments mark 250 years of town’s 
history as an industrial powerhouse 


WEST Bromwich was as much a 
product of the Industrial Revolu¬ 
tion as was the factory system, 
steam power, and the sub-divi¬ 
sion of labour. 

According to Frederick Hackwood, it 
was ‘the Chicago of Modern England’ 
because it had developed as rapidly as 
a recently settled American city, while 
the American observer Elihu Burritt 
praised West Bromwich as ‘a place of 
much vigour and growth’. 

As a new town it emerged swiftly from 
heathland soon after the Napoleonic Wars. 
Focused on its High Street, it quickly 
eclipsed in size and importance the nearby 
older hamlets like Hill Top and Over end. 

Yet for all its importance, West Bromwich 
has not figured prominently in the work of 
academic historians, and a comprehensive 
history of the town awaits to be written. 

By contrast, the people’s history of West 
Bromwich has been ably and well served 


MEMORY LANE 


Report by Carl Chinn 


by Terry Price. Terry is an assiduous re¬ 
searcher into the history of the town and 
of Great Bridge and is the author of several 
outstanding books on both places. 

Through them he has raised large sums 
of money for good causes locally. 

His new book is called ‘West Bromwich 
Remembered’ and in the introduction he 
writes: “West Bromwich has a number of 
monuments within its borders celebrating 
people and events previously associated 
with the borough over the last 250 years. 

“The most impressive of these can be 
found at Carters Green, where a magnif¬ 
icent clock tower was erected in 1897, by 
public subscription, to honour the town’s 
first and five-times Mayor, Alderman Reu¬ 
ben Farley JP. Dartmouth Square has an 
ornamental drinking fountain which was 
provided by the aforementioned gentleman 
in 1885 as a memorial to his mother, Eliza¬ 


beth Farley. The town’s first war memorial 
was unveiled in 1919 outside the Victory 
Club at 64 Upper High Street, previously 
a children’s private school known as The 
Elms. 

“This First World War cenotaph, which 
now stands in Heath Lane Cemetery, was 
financed solely by the local ex-servicemen 
returning from the 1914-18 conflict. 

“In 2006 the humanitarian and acting 
achievements of West Bromwich-born 
Hollywood star Madeleine Carroll were of¬ 
ficially recognised by the borough council 
when a 2 metre-high granite public work 
of art was erected in front of the new Arts 
Centre in New Street. 

“The Pauper Memorial in Heath Lane 
Cemetery, erected in 2008, commemorates 
all those buried in public graves who by law 
could not have a headstone of their own. 
This memorial provides a focus for relatives 
who have no identifiable place to pay their 
respects. Its inscription reads: ‘This memo¬ 
rial stands in recognition of the people who 
passed through the workhouse system and 


to the memory of all those buried in un¬ 
marked pauper graves’. 

“The ‘Cross in Hand’ bronze sculpture 
in front of Wesley Methodist Church on 
the High Street is dedicated to John Wes¬ 
ley, Methodist preacher and religious re¬ 
former, who on 9 January 1743 formed the 
first Methodist Society in Staffordshire at 
Crabb’s Mill Farm, Holloway Bank, Hill 
Top. The sculpture was originally unveiled 
in Duchess Parade on 23 October 1989. It 
was transferred to its present location and 
rededicated on 9 May 2013. 

“In West Bromwich Central Library 
there is a brass plaque dedicated to seismol¬ 
ogist John Johnson Shaw CBE (1873-1948), 
who after constructing his own improved 
seismograph in 1908, went on to pioneer 
research in microseismology. 

“Although his first experiments were con¬ 
ducted in the cellar of his Hill Top prem¬ 
ises, from 1910 he carried out much of his 
work in the basement of his new home at 
Sunny side, 77a Birmingham Road, West 
Bromwich.” 



The unveiling of West Bromwich’s first war memorial, at 
the Victory Club (or The Elms), 64 High Street, in 1919. 
All photos are from ‘West Bromwich Remembered’; this 
one is thanks to Margaret Little 
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/ FITTING SERVICE 
/ METAL, TIMBER, GRP, UPVC 
/ MADE TO MEASURE 

/ ALL MAJOR MANUFACTURERS AVAILABLE 

Showroom Opening times: 

Mon-Fri: 9.00am-5.00pm Sat: 10.00am-4.00pm 

(all other times by appointment) 

WALSALL GARDEN CENTRE 

Sutton Road, Walsall WS9 0QH 


5^01922 611253 



www.wmgaragedoors.co.uk 

sales@wmgaragedoors.co.uk # 


INC*Not in conjunction with any other offer. *Based on a 7 x 7ft Garage Door. *Fitting Charges apply. 














































































&&**&<(** v&j+n&d+n&j+n&tS* 


17 



^fya^a 


FVftViW 


The Largest International 
Food Superstore In Walsall 
Specialist In Halal Meat & 
Fresh Fruit & Vegetable 
Daily For Your 
House Hold Needs 


Christmas 

and 

New Year 
Offers 
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Express & Star 



Find your next job at 

jobs.expressandstar.com 
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Fun is all around in 
Marti’s magic role 



Pellowtalk — 1980s pop star turns panto villain in Brum’s big panto show 


“I’ve not been to a panto since my the beauty of theatre, that’s the 
youth. But those memories from my beauty of the story of Aladdin.” 
youth were phenomenal. I would be Aladdin opens on Saturday and 
right up at the back at the King’s continues until January 31. See www. 
Theatre (Glasgow) and they were birminghamhippodrome.com or call 
magic. It was total escapism. That’s 0844 338 5000. 


BIRMINGHAM Hippodrome’s 
spectacular pantomime 
Aladdin is a star-studded ex¬ 
travaganza that bills itself as 
not only the Midlands’ best 
panto but Britain’s biggest! 

This year’s glittering line-up stars 
Wet Wet Wet singer Marti Pellow as 
Abanazar, Julian Clary as the Slave 
of the Ring, and West End star Lee 
Mead as Aladdin. Returning by popu¬ 
lar demand is funnyman Matt Slack, 
this time as Wishee Washee, and An¬ 
drew Ryan plays the Dame for the 
25th time as Widow Twankey. 

The show is packed with sensa¬ 
tional special effects including a 
magical 3D flying carpet ride, laugh- 
out-loud comedy, and an Aladdin’s 
cave of lavish sets and costumes. 

Julian Clary is an old hand at the 
panto format. He was at Wolver¬ 
hampton’s Grand Theatre last year 
and will raise laughs with his double 
entendres. 

For Pellow it will be a new expe¬ 
rience, but he said he didn’t think 
twice when asked to star, saying: “I 
have this thing at the end of each year 
when a lot of my friends in the theatre 
tell me they’re off to do a panto. 

“I’ve never done one before, it had 
never been on my list. I remember 
panto as a kid and I loved it; that was 
in the days of Stanley Baxter. 

“Then I was approached by Mi¬ 
chael Harrison, the MD of Qdos. We’d 
worked together on The Witches of 
Eastwick. He said I’d be perfect for 
the part of Abanazar. The pantos that 
Michael put on are all ‘wow’. So, to be 
part of it is a no-brainer. 



Carols and 
the classics 

NO venues throw themselves more wholeheartedly into the 
Christmas spirit than Birmingham Town Hall and Sympho¬ 
ny Hall. Guest hosts including Alan Titchmarsh and Aled 
Jones (pictured left) will lead the festivities as the city con¬ 
cert venues host a feast of carols and seasonal classical music. 

The City of Birmingham Symphony Orchestra’s Festive 
Favourites concerts are as much a part of Brum’s celebra¬ 
tions as the German Market and the Hippodrome panto. 
TV personality Alan Titchmarsh is the guest host for three 
evening concerts on Friday, Sunday and Monday, plus a 3pm 
matinee on Sunday. Conducted by Simon Halsey and joined 
by CBSO associates, this will be a joyous start to the season. 

On Saturday at Symphony Hall it’s Christmas with Aled 
Jones as the Welsh singer and presenter leads carols, backed 
by the City of Birmingham Choir and London Concert Or¬ 
chestra, and special guests. Ghost stories are traditional at 
this time of year and on Sunday Clive Andrews recreates the 
night at the Town Hall in December 1853 when Charles Dick¬ 
ens himself read A Christmas Carol to a spellbound audience. 

Jonathan Cohan leads a Christmas Carol Singalong at 
Symphony Hall on Monday at 2.30pm, joined by special guest 
West End star Louise Dearman. It’s Carols by Candlelight 
when the Mozart Festival Chorus and Orchestra, in period 
costume, perform on Tuesday evening. White Christmas on 
Wednesday is a feast of festive music featuring singers Ja- 
cinta Whyte and Tim Howard with Capital Voices and London 
Concert Orchestra at Symphony Hall. The orchestra returns 
at 2.30pm the next day for Christmas Eve Classics with Bir¬ 
mingham Choral Union and Four Oaks Cluster Choir. 

To book see www.thsh.co.uk or call 0121 345 0600. 


West End performer 
returns with concert 

A FORMER amateur performer 
from Lichfield who has found 
success on the London stage is 
returning to the West Midlands 
for a special show. 

Cameron Sharp, who now 
lives in London, has appeared 
in the hit musical Rock of Ages 
in the West End and on tour but 
tomorrow (Fri) returns home 
with an evening of swing, soul 
and musical theatre tunes at the 
Arena Theatre in Wolverhamp¬ 
ton. He will be accompanied by 
an 18-piece band, The Infinity 
Jazz Orchestra. Guest singers 
and friends will also join him for 
a performance that’s also likely 
to include some festive sparkle. 

Tickets are £18, call 01902 
321321. 


Justin is back for a 
brand new Purpose 

TEEN pop sensation Justin 
Bieber has announced two con¬ 
cert dates at Birmingham city 
centre’s Bar clay card Arena 
next autumn. 

The Canadian singer will 
be performing at the venue on 
October 17 and 18 with tickets 
starting from £56.95 (plus fee) 
up to £135.70. 

Tickets were going on general 
sale from 9am today (Thurs¬ 
day, December 17) from www. 
theticketfactory.com website. 

The 21-year-old star has 
reached the nol chart spot in 
more than 100 countries with 
his new album Purpose, featur¬ 
ing the massive hit song What 
Do You Mean. 


Blast Off with the 
Neds at Civic gig 

ONE of the best party atmos¬ 
pheres is likely to be at Wolver¬ 
hampton Civic Hall on Saturday 
when Stourbridge band Ned’s 
Atomic Dustbin have organised 
the inaugural Kill Your Televi¬ 
sion Festival, and will play their 
first new song in 21 years. 

The Neds have performed 
numerous sell-out shows at the 
venue in recent years. Front¬ 
man Jonn Penney said: “Ever 
since we reformed with all five 
original members in 2006 we 
have entertained the idea of 
writing new songs.” The gig 
will also feature The Wedding 
Present, The Primitives and 
Eat, plus a return for legendary 
indie club night Blast Off. 
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OCX CHASE 

at the PRINCE OF WALES THEATRE 


December 


CINDERELLA 

Saturday 
19th - 
Tuesday 
29th 

December 
Various 
times 

TICKETS 
FROM £12 


January 2016 


THE SNOW QUEEN 

Thursday 21st 
January 2016 
7.30pm 

TICKETS £18 
Cone. £16 
Dance 
Schools £10 




COMING SOON 


KEN DODD _ 

HEATHER SMALL 

(VOICE OF M PEOPLE) 

REDUCED SHAKESPEARE 
COMPANY 

NATHAN CARTER 
TH E RUBETTES 
RICK WAKEMAN 
R ICHARD DIGANCE 
GERRY MARSDEN 
SH OWADDYWADDY 
TH E SEARCHERS 
JETHRO 


_ 

wlct.org/prince-of-wales 

EZ53 1 /^h c ase 

Box Office: 01543 578 762 



1 ENTERTAINMENTS M 

01922 444333 
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20 thefastticket SATURDAY’S TV DECEMBER 19 


CHOICE 


BBC1 


BBC2 


ITV 


CHANNEL 4 


CHANNEL 5 


DIGITAL 



Claudia Winkleman 


Strictly Come Dancing Grand 
Final 

(BBC1, 6.35pm) 

The four couples gather one last 
time forthe 2015 Grand Final. 
Tensions are high as the 
celebrities and their partners 
face yet more turns on the dance¬ 
floor. Tonight, the contestants will 
be hoping the judges will be kind 
with morethanjusttheirscores, 
as Len Goodman, Darcey Bussell, 
Craig Revel Horwood and Bruno 
Tonioli will also be deciding which 
of the stars’ previous routines will 
be revisited in the first of tonight’s 
dances. For their second 
performance, the duos must 
dazzle both the panel and the 
audience at home with their 
‘show dance’. Once all eight 
routines are complete, the phone 
lines will open, giving viewers a 
chance to decide which of the 
competitors will be progressing 
through to the final three. 


6.00 Breakfast. 10.00 Saturday Kitchen 
Live. 11.30 James Martin - Home 
Comforts at Christmas. (R) 12.00 BBC 
News; Weather. 12.10 Football Focus. 

12.55 Sports Personality-The Final 12. 
(R) 1.55 Film: The Muppets. (2011) 
Comedy, starring Jason Segel. 3.30 The 
Hunt. (R) 4.30 Final Score. 5.25 BBC 
News. 5.35 Regional Programme. 5.45 
Pointless Celebrities. 

6.35 Strictly Come Dancing Grand 
Final. The remaining four couples 
gather one last time for the 2015 
Grand Final. Tensions are high as, 
after 13 weeks of performances, 
the celebrities and their 
professional partners face yet 
more turns on the dance-floor. 
Tonight, the contestants will be 
hoping the judges will be kind with 
more than just their scores, as Len 
Goodman, Darcey Bussell, Craig 
Revel Horwood and Bruno Tonioli 
will also be deciding which of the 
stars’ previous routines will be 
revisited in the first of tonight’s 
dances. For their second 
performance, the duos must 
dazzle both the panel and the 
audience at home with their “show 
dance”. Once all eight routines are 
complete, the phone lines will 
open, giving viewers a chance to 
decide which of the competitors 
will be progressing through to the 
final three. 

8.00 Casualty. Christmas Eve arrives, 
and a nervous Cal goes to meet his 
birth mother. Meanwhile, Dixie 
learns her superiors are 
investigating Jess’s complaint. 
8.50 The National Lottery Live. Frankie 
Bridge of The Saturdays joins Ore 
Oduba to push the Lotto button as 
the all-important winning numbers 
are revealed. 

9.00 Strictly Come Dancing: The 
Results. The final three couples 
revisit their favourite routines in 
one last round of performances, 
before viewers decide which star 
should be named the champion. 
Last in the series. 

10.10 BBC News; Weather. 

10.30 Match of the Day. Highlights of 
the latest games, including 
Manchester United v Norwich City 
and Everton v Leicester City; 
National Lottery Update. 

11.55 The Apprentice. The five 
remaining candidates must face 
the interview process. (R) 

12.55 Weather for the Week Ahead. 1.00 
BBC News. 


6.00 Race to Super Bowl 50. (R) 6.50 
Homes Under the Hammer. (R) 7.45 
Africa’s Fishing Leopards: Natural World. 
(R) 8.45 Film: Underdog. (2007) 10.00 
Film: Bridge to Terabithia. (2007) 11.30 
Escape to the Country. (R) 12.00 Best 
Christmas Bakes Ever. 12.45 Film: The 
Bishop’s Wife. (1947) Fantasy, starring 
Cary Grant. 2.30 Film: Splash! (1984) 
Romantic fantasy comedy, with Tom 
Hanks and Daryl Hannah. 4.10 Flog It! 
5.00 Film: Dad’s Army. (1971) British 
comedy, starring Arthur Lowe. 

6.35 The Perfect Morecambe & Wise 
Christmas Special. Compilations 
each featuring a selection of 
classic sketches and routines from 
the comedy duo’s shows. (R) 

7.05 Japan: Earth’s Enchanted 
Islands. Life on Japan’s 
northernmost island Hokkaido, a 
place where tough animals and 
ingenious people have adapted to 
the extremes of the seasons. Last 
in the series. (R) 

8.05 Porridge. Mackay and 

Barraclough discover Fletch is 
making booze in his cell and the 
crafty con seems certain to spend 
Christmas in solitary. Festive 
special from 1976, with Ronnie 
Barker. (R) 

8.50 Rudolf Nureyev-Dance to 
Freedom. Dramatised 
documentary detailing the story of 
Rudolf Nureyev, the Soviet ballet 
dancer who defected to the West 
in 1961, becoming a living legend 
in the process. Bolshoi Ballet star 
Artem Ovcharenko steps into 
Nureyev’s slippers, recreating the 
Kirov Ballet company’s 1961 
European tour, which provided the 
dancer with the opportunity to 
defect at Paris’s Le Bourget airport 
on June 16. 

10.20 Ql XL. Jenny Eclair, Johnny Vegas 
and Bill Bailey join regular panellist 
Alan Davies for an extended 
edition of the quiz show, in which 
host Stephen Fry offers up 
seasonal merriment. 

11.05 The Rise of James Brown: Mr 
Dynamite. Documentary charting 
the singer’s journey from 
impoverished beginnings to 
becoming one of the biggest 
names in music, and revealing his 
pivotal role in the civil rights 
movement. (R) 

12.45 Film: SoulBoy. (2010) Drama, 
starring Martin Compston, Felicity Jones 
and Nichola Burley. 2.05 This Is BBC 
Two. 


6.00 CITV: Fort Boyard Ultimate 
Challenge. 6.25 Pat & Stan. (R) 6.30 Pat 
& Stan. (R) 6.35 Dino Dan: Trek’s 
Adventures. (R) 7.00 Signed Stories: 
Share a Story. (R) 7.05 Oddbods. (R) 
7.10 Sooty. (R) 7.25 Super 4. (R) 7.40 
Mr Bean: The Animated Series. (R) 7.50 
Mr Bean: The Animated Series. (R) 8.00 
The Aquabats! Super Show! (R) 8.30 
Thunderbirds Are Go. 9.00 Jessie. 9.25 
Murder, She Wrote. (R) 10.20 The 
Jeremy Kyle Show. (R) 11.20 ITV News; 
Weather. 11.30 Film: The Mirror Crack’d. 
(1980) 1.35 Celebrity Squares. (R) 2.15 
Doc Martin. (R) 3.15 Midsomer 
Murders. (R) 5.10 Regional Programme 
; Weather.5.20 ITV News; Weather. 5.35 
Keep It in the Family Christmas Special. 
6.35 Film: The Hobbit: An Unexpected 
Journey. (2012) Unassuming 
hobbit Bilbo Baggins is pulled out 
of his comfortable life when 
Gandalf the wizard volunteers him 
for a dangerous quest. He joins a 
party of dwarves who are on a 
mission to reclaim their lost 
homeland, which has been taken 
over by a dragon. The first part of 
Peter Jackson’s fantasy adventure 
trilogy based on JRR Tolkien’s 
novel, starring Martin Freeman, 

Ian McKellen and Richard 
Armitage. 

9.45 The Jonathan Ross Show. The 

host is given yet another chance to 
indulge his geek side as he 
welcomes Harrison Ford to take a 
seat on the sofa. The veteran 
Hollywood star will no doubt face 
a barrage of questions about the 
making of the highly anticipated 
Star Wars: The Force Awakens, 
which hit cinemas on Thursday 
last week. Also visiting the studio 
are David Walliams, who is 
fronting Channel 4’s countdown of 
the nation’s favourite children’s 
book this festive season, and 
Jamie Oliver, whose health- 
oriented recipe book Everyday 
Super Food hit shelves back in 
August. Plus, singer-songwriter 
Jess Glynne performs. 

10.50 ITV News; Weather. 

11.05 Film: Notting Hill. (1999) A 

London bookshop owner falls for a 
glamorous Hollywood film star, 
but intrusive media interest makes 
for a tricky relationship. Romantic 
comedy, with Hugh Grant, Julia 
Roberts, Rhys Ifans and Emma 
Chambers. 

1.20 Jackpot247.3.00 The Jeremy Kyle 
Show USA. (R) 3.40 ITV Nightscreen. 


6.15 Great Ethiopian Run 2015. 7.10 
Survival of the Fittest. 7.35 Snowman 
Triathlon. 8.00 Everybody Loves 
Raymond. (R) 8.30 Everybody Loves 
Raymond. (R) 9.00 The Morning Line. 
10.00 The Big Bang Theory. (R) 10.30 
The Big Bang Theory. (R) 11.00 The Big 
Bang Theory. (R) 11.30 The Big Bang 
Theory. (R) 12.00 The Simpsons. (R) 

12.30 The Simpsons. (R) 1.00 The 
Simpsons. (R) 1.30 Channel 4 Racing. 
Live coverage from Ascot and Haydock 
Park. 4.00 Channel 4 News. 4.10 The 
Simpsons. (R) 4.40 The Simpsons. 5.10 
Film: Arthur Christmas. (2011) 

Animated comedy, with the voice of 
James McAvoy. 

7.00 The World’s Weirdest Weather. 

Featuring geysers erupting in the 
middle of a city, clouds that look 
like they have been cut with a 
razor, red rainbows, zombie trees 
and bridges struck by strong 
winds that are so fierce the 
structures start to wobble. 

8.00 Film: Star Trek. (2009) The 
trainee crew members of the 
starship Enterprise embark on 
their maiden flight, which pits 
them against a Romulan 
commander from the future who is 
planning a horrific revenge on 
those he blames for a tragedy in 
his own time. Sci-fi adventure 
based on the original TV series, 
starring Chris Pine, Zachary 
Quinto, Eric Bana, Zoe Saldana 
and Leonard Nimoy. 

10.30 Film: Watchmen. (2009) At the 
height of the Cold War, former 
superheroes discover a conspiracy 
when one of their number is 
murdered. Comic-book drama, 
starring Patrick Wilson and Jackie 
Earle Haley. 

1.30 TFI Friday Christmas Special. Chris 
Evans is joined by co-host Alan 
Partridge. Guests include James Corden, 
Jack Whitehall and Lee Mack, and there 
is music by Sir Tom Jones, Bryan Adams 
and Lianne La Havas. (R) 2.55 
Hollyoaks. Omnibus. While Porsche 
encourages Cleo to go to the police, 
Lindsey uses Mercedes’s drinking habit 
to her advantage, and Grace and Darren 
are shocked when Charlie starts talking. 
(R) 5.05 Hugh’s 3 Good Things. The 
chefs create dishes using nuts. Hugh 
Fearnley-Whittingstall uses walnuts to 
make baklava, accompanied by ricotta 
and honeycomb with hazelnuts stirred in. 
(R) 5.20 Hugh’s 3 Good Things: Best 
Bites. Cooking with chocolate. (R) 5.25 
Location, Location, Location. Couples 
search for their ideal properties. (R) 


6.00 Milkshake! 8.55 Teenage Mutant 
Ninja Turtles. 9.30 The Saturday Show. 

11.30 Film: A Country Christmas Story. 
(2013) 1.20 Film: This Christmas. 

(2007) Comedy drama, starring Delroy 
Undo. 3.30 Film: Angel at Christmas. 
(2009) Premiere. Comedy drama, 
starring Kari Hawker. 5.10 Film: A 
Boyfriend for Christmas. (2004) 
Romantic drama, starring Kelli Williams. 

6.55 Crackers About Christmas. 
Eccentric people who are always in 
the festive holiday spirit, including 
a man who celebrates Christmas 
every day and whose daily routine 
includes posting himself cards, 
breakfasting on mince pies and 
sherry, wrapping and opening 
presents, dining with guests on 
roast turkey and watching the 
Queen’s speech. Plus, a woman 
whose home is full of Christmas 
baubles, and a man who has set 
up his own school for Santas. (R) 

7.55 Michael Buble’s Christmas 
Songbook. The Canadian crooner 
sings Christmas classics, joined 
on stage in Vancouver by Rod 
Stewart, Blake Shelton, Carly Rae 
Jepsen, Elmo and Oscar the 
Grouch. (R) 

8.55 5 News Weekend. 

9.00 Football League Tonight. Kelly 
Cates and George Riley present 
extended highlights of the 
weekend’s matches, including 
Brighton & Hove Albion v 
Middlesbrough and Rotherham v 
Hull City in the Championship. 
Plus, all the goals from Leagues 
One and Two, where match-ups 
included Coventry City v Oldham 
Athletic and Hartlepool United v 
Plymouth Argyle. There is also a 
round-up of the main talking 
points, and interviews with a 
selection of players and managers. 

10.30 Britain’s Favourite Abba Songs. A 
countdown of the Swedish pop 
group’s 20 most popular songs, 
with celebrity fans including Jane 
McDonald and Liz McClarnon 
introducing their favourite clips. 

11.55 Abba: Live in Concert. The 
Swedish band in concert during 
their six-night residence at 
London’s Wembley Arena in 
November 1979, featuring hits 
including Voulez-Vous, Dancing 
Queen and Waterloo. (R) 

1.10 SuperCasino. 3.10 Meet the 
Psychopaths. (R) 4.00 Benefits Britain: 
Life on the Dole. (R) 4.50 Make It Big. 

(R) 5.45 Angels of Jarm. (R) 


BBC Three 

7.00 Don’t Tell the Bride 8.00 Top Gear 
Botswana Special 9.00 Film: Enemy of 
the State (1998) 11.05 Family Guy 1.20 
The Mighty Boosh 

BBC Four 

7.00 Empire of the Seas: How the Navy 
Forged the Modern World 8.00 The 
Golden Age of Steam Railways 9.00 The 
Bridge 11.00 10 Things You Didn’t Know 
About Earthquakes 12.00 10 Things You 
Didn’t Know About Tsunamis 
ITV2 

11.20 Scorpion 12.15 Funniest Ever 
You’ve Been Framed! 1.15 Film: Mr 
Magorium’s Wonder Emporium (2007) 

3.10 Film: Santa Baby (2006) 5.00 Merry 
Christmas Mr Bean 5.35 Film: Ella 
Enchanted (2004) 7.25 Film: Tim 
Burton’s The Nightmare Before Christmas 
(1 993) 9.00 Film: The Bourne 
Supremacy (2004) 11.10 Celebrity Juice: 
BestestBits2015 Parti 12.10Through 
the Christmas Keyhole 1.15 Tricked 2.10 
Viral Tap 2.45 Film: Baby Mama (2008) 
4.25 The Almost Impossible Gameshow 
ITV3 

11.50 Film: Swallows and Amazons 
(1974) 1.40 By Royal Appointment 2.50 
Film: The Queen (2006) 4.55 Film: 
Columbo: It’s All in the Game (1993) 6.55 
Rosemary & Thyme 8.00 Housewife, 49 
10.00 Lewis 12.05 A Touch of Frost 2.10 
Film: Murder on the Orient Express 
(1974) 4.20 Wycliffe 5.15 On the Buses 
ITV4 

12.05 Storage Wars: New York 1.05 
Storage Wars: Texas 2.05 Film: Jeremiah 
Johnson (1972) 4.20 Fifth Gear 5.20 
Formula E: Sound of the Future 6.00 Live 
FIA Formula E Championship. The Punta 
del Este ePrix. 8.30 Film: Jackie Chan’s 
First Strike (1996) 10.15 Film: Rambo III 
(1988) 12.20 Film: Police Academy 
(1984) 2.15 Film: Quadrophenia (1979) 
E4 

12.00 The Goldbergs 1.00 The Big Bang 
Theory 3.00 Film: Lemony Snicket’s A 
Series of Unfortunate Events (2004) 5.00 
The Big Bang Theory 9.00 Film: The 
Inbetweeners Movie (2011) 11.00 The 
Inbetweeners Top 10 Moments 12.00 
The Inbetweeners 2.15 The Inbetweeners 
Top 10 Moments 3.10 Howto... Get 
Stinking Rich 3.35 How I Met Your 
Mother 4.20 The Mindy Project 4.40 
Revenge 
Film4 

11.00 Arrietty (2010) 1.00 A Knight’s Tale 
(2001) 3.40 The Longest Day (1962) 

7.10 Men in Black II (2002) 9.00 Life of 
Pi (2012) 11.25 WolfCop (2014) 1.00 
Thirst (2009) 3.45 Close 



'Prices are based on a minimum of four people (fewer than four can stay from a minimum price of £40, depending on date of break). 
Online booking fee of £3 applies as well as service and optional entertainment charges. Token/password collect promotion. 


shahigrill- 


AUTHENTIC INDIAN & BANGLADESHI CUISINE 


Okvis+mAs 4- 
A JVpp^j Ns'VJ 

■{Vowv <\ll -H\e/ s+^vfp 4* 

WE ARE OPEN ON 
CHRISTMAS DAY 

5.30PM - 12 MIDNIGHT 

^se\ 


4 COURSE 


BANQUET MEAL 

VDINING IN ONLY 


ANY STARTER - ANY MAIN COURSE 
ANY RICE OR NAN FOLLOWED BY COFFEE 
ONLY £9.50 PERPERSON 

TERMS Si CONDITIONS APPLY: 


TAKEAWAY OFFERS! 

FREE ONION BHAjl on orders over £ 15 




FREE ONION BHAjl AND 
CHICKEN TIKKA on orders over £20 


FREE ONION BHAjl, CHICKEN TIKKA 
AND BOTTLE OF DRINK on orders over £30 
89 Bridge Street, Walsall, West Midlands, WSI IJQ 

Tel: 01922 624 079 


(3escoi Sunday Market 

BIGGEST SUNDAY MARKET 
IN THE MIDLANDS 


A? 

IMPORTANT. NOTICE/ 

‘ BESCOT WILL BE CLOSED ON SUNDAY t 
- _J1U(J0 A WALSALL FC MATCHAt^ j 

HOWEVER WE WILL BE IN WEDNESBURY TOWN 
CENTRE ON SUNDAY INSTEAD! 

THIS WEEK ONLY 

BESCOT SUNDAY MARKET 
WILL BE OPEN MONDAY 21ST DECEMBER. 

COME AND JOIN US AND DANTER S FAMILY FUN FAIR! 

BANKS’S STADIUM 

Walsall FC WS1 4SA, FREE PARKING, J9 M6 

07889 975701 

All hard standing 
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SUNDAY’S TV DECEMBER 20” 


CHOICE 


BBC1 


BBC2 


ITV 


CHANNEL 4 


CHANNEL 5 


DIGITAL 



Kara Tointon 


The Sound of Music Live! 
(ITV, 7.30pm) 

You can’t beat a bit of The 
Sound of Music at Christmas - 
the film version is sure to pop 
up in the schedules at some 
point, but ITV is really pushing 
the boat out by launching a live 
version of the musical to help 
celebrate the movie’s 50th 
anniversary. Perhaps the 
biggest is surprise is the identity 
of the lead actress - Kara 
Tointon, who plays novice nun- 
turned-governess. We know she 
can act and her dance skills 
were revealed when she won 
Strictly Come Dancing in 2010, 
but can she sing? We’ll find out 
tonight when she takes to the 
stage alongside West End and 
Downton Abbey star Julian 
Ovenden, who portrays Captain 
Von Trapp. Katherine Kelly, 
Alexander Armstrong and Mel 
Giedroyc also appear. 


6.00 Breakfast. 7.35 Match of the Day. 
(R) 9.00 The Andrew Marr Show. 10.00 
Fern Britton Meets Baroness Brady. 

11.00 Flomes Under the Flammer. (R) 
12.00 Bargain Hunt. (R) 1.00 BBC News; 
Weather. 1.15 Film: Rise of the 
Guardians. (2012) Animated adventure, 
with the voice of Chris Pine. 2.40 Merry 
Madagascar. (R) 3.05 Film: Toy Story 3. 
(2010) Animated adventure, with the 
voices of Tom Flanks and Tim Allen. 4.45 
The Christmas Big Sing. 5.25 BBC News. 
5.40 Regional Programme. 5.50 
Countryfile: Cornish Coastal Christmas. 
6.50 Sports Personality of the Year 
2015. Gary Lineker, Clare Balding 
and Gabby Logan present this 
year’s ceremony live from the SSE 
Arena in Belfast, where the 
successor to Lewis Hamilton will 
be crowned. Hamilton himself is 
among the 12 contenders, and will 
be hoping to land back-to-back 
wins at this ceremony, having 
delivered another Formula 1 world 
title in 2015 to maintain his recent 
dominance of the sport. The other 
nominees are world champion 
athletes Jessica Ennis-Hill, Mo 
Farah and Greg Rutherford, Davis 
Cup hero Andy Murray, footballer 
Lucy Bronze, newly crowned 
world heavyweight champion 
Tyson Fury, cyclists Chris Froome 
and Lizzie Armitstead, swimmer 
Adam Peaty, gymnast Max 
Whitlock and former Leeds Rhinos 
captain Kevin Sinfield - the first- 
ever candidate from rugby league. 
In addition, awards will be handed 
out in categories such as Team of 
the Year, Coach of the Year and 
Unsung Hero, and the Helen 
Rollason Award will be bestowed 
upon someone who epitomises 
courage and has the ability to 
inspire others. 

9.00 The Apprentice. The finalists must 
launch their business in the final 
task, including creating a brand 
and unveiling their campaign to an 
audience of industry experts. Last 
in the series. 

11.00 BBC News. 

11.20 Regional Programme. 

11.30 Have I Got a Bit More News for 
You. Compilation of the satirical 
quiz, looking back at the big news 
events of 2015, with team captains 
Ian Hislop and Paul Merton, and 
guest hosts and panellists. Last in 
the series. 

12.10 Weather for the Week Ahead. 
12.15 BBC News. 


6.15 Big Dreams Small Spaces. (R) 7.15 
Countryfile. (R) 8.15 An Island Parish: 
Falklands. (R) 8.45 Natural World: 
Beavers Behaving Badly. (R) 9.45 
Saturday Kitchen Best Bites. 11.15 
Simply Nigella: Christmas Special. (R) 

12.15 M0TD2 Extra. 1.00 Hi-de-Hi! (R) 

1.45 Equestrian: Olympia. 4.30 Some 
Mothers Do ’Ave ’Em. (R) 5.20 Flog It! 
6.25 The Good Life. Margo and Jerry 

are forced to spend Christmas with 
Tom and Barbara. Seasonal special 
from 1977. (R) 

6.50 Christmas University Challenge. 

New series. Jeremy Paxman chairs 
the first in a series of special 
festive edition of the quiz, with 
famous graduates of University 
College London and the University 
of Birmingham. 

7.20 To The Manor Born: 25th 
Anniversary Special. Christmas 
revival from 2007. Audrey 
prepares to celebrate her wedding 
anniversary, but finds the event 
threatened by secrets from her 
husband’s past and her feckless 
nephew. (R) 

8.20 Film: Safe Haven. (2013) 
Premiere. A woman trying to make 
a fresh start in a coastal town 
realises she must confront the 
dark past she is running from. 
Romantic drama, with Julianne 
Hough and Josh Duhamel. 

10.10 Live at the Apollo Christmas 
Special 2015. Nina Conti hosts a 
special festive edition of the stand- 
up show from the Hammersmith 
Apollo, featuring Tanyalee Davis, 
Hal Cruttenden and Josh 
Widdicombe. Last in the series. 
10.55 Family Guy. Peter, Joe, Cleveland 
and Quagmire help throw Jesus an 
important birthday party. 
Animation following the 
misadventures of America’s 
disaster-prone Griffin family. (R) 
11.15The Javone Prince Show. The 
actor pokes fun at the more 
ridiculous elements of modern life 
via stand-up performances, 
comedy sketches and music. (R) 

11.45 Country Strife: Abz on the Farm. 
Former boy band member Abz 
Love and his girlfriend Vicky Fallon 
try to start their own smallholding 
in Wales. (R) 

12.15 Special Forces - Ultimate Hell 
Week. (R) 2.15 Sign Zone: Countryfile. 
(R) 3.15 Holby City. (R) 4.15 James 
Martin - Home Comforts at Christmas. 
(R) 4.55 This Is BBC Two. 


6.00 CITV: Fort Boyard Ultimate 
Challenge. 6.25 Pat & Stan. (R) 6.30 Pat 
& Stan. (R) 6.35 Dino Dan: Trek’s 
Adventures. (R) 6.50 Dino Dan: Trek’s 
Adventures. (R) 7.00 Signed Stories: 
Share a Story. (R) 7.05 Oddbods. (R) 
7.10 Sooty. (R) 7.25 Super 4. (R) 7.40 
Mr Bean: The Animated Series. (R) 7.50 
Mr Bean: The Animated Series. (R) 8.00 
The Aquabats! Super Show! (R) 8.30 
Lego DC Comics: Batman Be-Leaguered. 
(R) 9.00 Jessie. 9.25 FIA Formula E 
Championship. 10.20 The Jeremy Kyle 
Show. (R) 11.20 ITV News; Weather. 
11.25 The Jeremy Kyle Show. (R) 12.30 
The Unforgettable Dick Emery. (R) 1.00 
Doc Martin. (R) 3.00 Midsomer 
Murders. (R) 5.00 Tipping Point for Text 
Santa. (R) 

6.00 Regional Programme; Weather. 
6.15 ITV News; Weather. 

6.30 Jekyll and Hyde. Robert has no 
wish to find the monster that is 
killing wealthy young men, but the 
trail is too compelling to resist. It 
leads him to a fight with a beautiful 
vampire who shocks him with the 
news that she’s his sister, Olalla. 
She also tells him Dance is alive 
and being rebuilt by eel creatures. 
Robert is suspicious of a trap and 
sets a test - if she can turn into a 
Jekyll he’ll believe her. Fantasy 
adventure, starring Tom Bateman 
and Wallis Day. 

7.30 The Sound of Music Live! Popular 
musical The Sound of Music is 
brought to life on soundstages at 
London’s Three Mills Studio, in a 
live TV dramatisation of the 
timeless story of Maria and the 
von Trapp family. Based on the 
original, the drama will include 
classic songs such as How Do You 
Solve a Problem Like Maria, 
Edelweiss, Do-Re-Mi, My 
Favourite Things, Climb Ev’ry 
Mountain, and the title song. 
Starring Kara Tointon, Julia 
Ovenden, Katherine Kelly and 
Alexander Armstrong. 

10.05 ITV News; Weather. 

10.20 Film: Love Actually. (2003) 

Interlinked tales of several people 
in search of love. Richard Curtis’s 
romantic comedy, with Hugh 
Grant, Martine McCutcheon, 

Emma Thompson, Colin Firth, Bill 
Nighy and Liam Neeson. 

12.45 Jackpot247. Interactive gaming. 
3.00 Motorsport UK. 3.50 ITV 
Nightscreen. Text-based information 
service. 5.05 The Jeremy Kyle Show. 
Guests air their differences. (R) 


6.20 The King of Queens. (R) 6.45 The 
King of Queens. (R) 7.10 The King of 
Queens. (R) 7.35 Everybody Loves 
Raymond. (R) 8.00 Everybody Loves 
Raymond. (R) 8.30 Frasier. (R) 9.00 
Frasier. (R) 9.30 Sunday Brunch. 12.30 
The Big Bang Theory. (R) 12.55 The Big 
Bang Theory. (R) 1.25 Film: Hachi: A 
Dog’s Tale. (2009) Fact-based family 
drama, starring Richard Gere. 3.15 Film: 
The Addams Family. (1991) Black 
comedy, starring Anjelica Huston. 5.10 
Channel 4 News. 5.30 Ice Age: A 
Mammoth Christmas. (R) 

6.00 Film: Home Alone. (1990) A boy 
has to fend for himself when he is 
accidentally left behind after his 
family jets off to Paris for 
Christmas. The youngster initially 
enjoys his freedom, but is soon 
forced to resort to ingenious 
booby traps to defend the family 
home from two dim-witted 
burglars. Comedy, starring 
Macaulay Culkin, Joe Pesci, Daniel 
Stern, John Heard, Catherine 
O’Hara and John Candy. 

8.00 Bear Goes Wild with Barack 
Obama. Bear Gryils is joined by 
the US president for his latest 
adventure. The pair go on a trek 
across the Alaskan wilderness, 
travelling through dense forest 
and glacial outwash to visit the Exit 
Glacier, where they observe the 
effects of climate change first 
hand. Along the way, they climb 
trees to gather berries and cook 
salmon on a campfire, sharing 
their thoughts on family, fears and 
faith. 

9.00 Homeland. Carrie finds herself 
with a lead to follow. Penultimate 
episode of the fifth series of the 
thriller following a team of CIA 
agents battling terrorists and 
problems in their personal lives. 
Claire Danes stars. 
lO.OOGogglebox. Capturing the 

households’ instant reactions to 
what they are watching on TV from 
the comfort of their own sofas. (R) 
11.00 Film: Four Christmases. (2008) A 
couple struggle to make it through 
four family Christmases on the 
same day as they see each of their 
divorced parents in turn. Comedy, 
with Vince Vaughn and Reese 
Witherspoon. 

12.40 Film: Airplane! (1980) Spoof 
disaster movie, starring Robert Hays. 
2.10 Alan Carr: Chatty Man. (R) 3.05 The 
Undateables: Two Weddings and a Baby. 
(R) 3.55 Four in a Bed. (R) 


6.00 Milkshake!: Peppa Pig. 6.05 
Bananas in Pyjamas. (R) 6.20 Angelina 
Ballerina. (R) 6.30 Bob the Builder. (R) 
6.45 Tickety Toe. (R) 6.55 Zack and 
Quack. 7.05 Roobarb and Custard Too. 
(R) 7.15 Make Way for Noddy. (R) 7.25 
Paw Patrol. (R) 7.40 Little Princess. (R) 

7.50 Pip Ahoy! (R) 8.05 Blaze and the 
Monster Machines. (R) 8.30 Ben and 
Holly’s Little Kingdom. (R) 8.45 Wanda 
and the Alien. (R) 8.55 Toby’s Travelling 
Circus. (R) 9.10 Jelly Jamm. (R) 9.30 
LazyTown. (R) 9.55 Teenage Mutant 
Ninja Turtles. (R) 10.30 Football League 
Tonight. (R) 12.00 Film: Surf’s Up. 
(2007) Animated comedy, with the voice 
of Jeff Bridges. 1.35 Film: The 
Christmas Switch. (2014) Fantasy, 
starring Brian Krause and Cedric Smith. 
3.20 Film: Christmas in the City. (2013) 
Premiere. Drama, starring Ashley 
Williams. 5.05 Film: Pinocchio. (1940) 
Disney animated adventure, with the 
voice of Dick Jones. 

6.45 5 News Weekend. 

6.50 Film: Hellboy II: The Golden 
Army. (2008) The demon 
superhero, aided by a team from 
the Bureau of Paranormal 
Research and Defence, leads the 
fight against renegade elf Prince 
Nuada who is intent on 
reawakening an unstoppable robot 
army and bringing about the 
demise of mankind. Action fantasy 
sequel directed by Guillermo del 
Toro, starring Ron Perlman, Selma 
Blair, Doug Jones and Luke Goss. 
Edited for language and violence. 

9.00 Film: War of the Worlds. (2005) A 
divorced father’s rare weekend 
with his two estranged children 
descends into horror when alien 
war machines rise from beneath 
Earth and begin to systematically 
destroy every human being in their 
path - leaving the man with the 
dangerous task of getting his kids 
to safety. Steven Spielberg’s sci-fi 
thriller, based on HG Wells’ novel, 
with Tom Cruise, Dakota Fanning, 
Justin Chatwin, Miranda Otto and 
Tim Robbins. 

11.10 Britain’s Favourite Christmas 
Songs. A countdown of songs 
guaranteed to make any Christmas 
party go with a swing, including 
classics by the Jackson 5, Jona 
Lewie, Band Aid, the Pogues and 
Kirsty MacColl, and Slade. (R) 

2.05 SuperCasino. Viewers get the 
chance to take part in live interactive 
gaming. 4.00 House Doctor.(R) 4.25 
Make It Big. (R) 5.45 Angels of Jarm. (R) 


BBC Three 

7.00 First Flight 7.10 Film: G-Force 
(2009) 8.30 Don’t Tell the Bride - 
Christmas on Ice 9.30 Top Gear: Polar 
Challenge 10.35 Russell Howard’s Good 
News Extra 11.15 Family Guy 12.00 
American Dad! 12.45 Josh 1.15 The 
Mighty Boosh 
BBC Four 

7.00 Blood and Gold: The Making of 
Spain with Simon Sebag Montefiore 8.00 
Westminster Abbey 9.00 Nat King Cole: 
Afraid of the Dark 10.30 Nina Simone & 
Me with Laura Mvula 11.00 Bruce 
Springsteen: The Ties That Bind 11.55 
Bruce Springsteen & The E Street Band: 
Live From The River Tour 1980 
ITV2 

11.45 Keep It in the Family Christmas 
Special 12.50 You’ve Been Framed at 
Christmas! 1.20 Film: Peter Pan (2003) 
3.30 Film: Beethoven’s Christmas 
Adventure (2011) 5.20 Catchphrase 
Christmas Special 6.25 The X Factor 
Winner’s Story 2015 7.30 You’ve Been 
Framed at Christmas! 9.00 Film: The 
Bourne Ultimatum (2007) 11.15 Celebrity 
Juice: Christmas Special 12.00 Release 
the Hounds: Jingle Hell I1 1.05 Tricked 
2.00 Film: Cirque du Freak: The 
Vampire’s Assistant (2009) 

ITV3 

11.50 Film: Columbo: It’s All in the Game 

S I .50 Film: Willy Wonka and the 
late Factory (1971) 3.55 Clash of 
the Santas 5.55 Michael Buble: At Home 
for Christmas 7.30 Lewis 9.30 Inspector 
Morse 11.45 A Touch of Frost 1.50 
Wycliffe 2.45 On the Buses 3.10 ITV3 
Nightscreen 3.40 Emmerdale 
ITV4 

11.20 The Car Chasers 11.50 Pawn Stars 
1.35 Film: No Name on the Bullet (1959) 
3.15 Film: The Appaloosa (1966) 5.20 
Film: Ice Cold in Alex (1958) 8.00 The 
Celebrity Chase 9.00 Film: The 
Interpreter (2005) 11.40 Film: Tin Cup 
(1996) 2.25 Film: Spider (2002) 

E4 

12.30 Couples Come Dine with Me 2.35 
The Big Bang Theory 6.25 Film: The 
Twilight Saga: New Moon (2009) 9.00 
Film: The Inbetweeners 2 (2014) 11.00 
The Inbetweeners Go Global 12.05 The 
Inbetweeners 2.20 The Inbetweeners Go 
Global 3.15 Howto Be a Grown Up 3 
Film4 

11.00 Porco Rosso (1992) 1.00 Parental 
Guidance (2012) 3.05 Bride Wars (2009) 
4.50 Evolution (2001) 6.50 Men in Black 
3 (2012) 9.00 Iron Man 2 (2010) 11.25 
Daredevil (2003) 1.30 10 Years (2011) 
3.40 Close 




Chase Bedrooms and Kitchens Ltd, Unit 1 Toll Point, Chase Road, Brownhills, Walsall, West Midlands WS8 6JT 

www.chasebedroomsandkitchens.co.uk • Tel: 01543 379666 


Chase Bedrooms & 

I Kitchens Ltd 

Unit I Toll Point, Chase Road, 
Brownhills, Walsall WS8 6JP 

Tel: 01543 379 666 
I cbkltd@aol.com 


Family business established 20 years with large showroom 


• KITCHENS 

• BEDROOMS 

• BATHROOMS 

• HOME OFFICES 

• High Quality 

• Low Prices 


Call 01543 379666 for a 
FREE No Obligation Quote 


► Bedrooms and Home Offices from over 300 designs 

► No deposit and balance on completion 

CMwaniU m —t 




We don’t 
guarantee to 
beat any 
‘LIKE FOR LIKE’ 
price - but we’ll 
be surprised , 
don’ 


Dwnhills 


FOR GREAT 2015 SAVINGS 
VISIT THE FACTORY SHOWROOM 


V 

' 


NEW SHOWROOM REFIT! 


15 Displays On Show, 
Custom Size Fitted 
Furniture Available, 

3D Design Available 

No Hassle Quotation 

Fitting Service Available 

Family Business 
Established Over 30 Years 
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PICK OF THE WEEK 


FILM CHOICES 

MONDAY 

White Christmas, Channel 4,11.50am 

Two nightclub entertainers stage a series of shows to 
save an old friend’s winter resort with the help of a 
talented singing sister act. Musical, with Bing Crosby 
and Danny Kaye. (1954) 

TUESDAY 

Shrek the Third, BBC1,3.50pm 

The bad-tempered ogre finds himself in the 
unwelcome position of being next in line for the 
throne. Animated comedy, with the voices of Mike 
Myers, Cameron Diaz, Justin Timberlake, Eddie 
Murphy, Antonio Banderas and Rupert Everett. (2007) 

WEDNESDAY 

Bridget Jones’s Diary, ITV, 10.45pm 

A single woman begins a new year with resolutions to 
find love, quit her bad habits and take a step up the 
career ladder. Romantic comedy based on Helen 
Fielding’s novel, starring Renee Zellweger, Hugh 
Grant and Colin Firth. (2001) 



CHRISTMAS EVE 

It’s a Wonderful Life, Channel 4,2.15pm 

AA suicidal small-town businessman is visited by an 
angel who tries to change his mind by showing him 
the good he has done. Fantasy drama, starring James 
Stewart and Donna Reed. (1946) 

CHRISTMAS DAY 

The Muppet Christmas Carol, Channel 4,1.45pm 

A miser is encouraged to mend his ways at Christmas 
when three spirits show him his past, present and 
what the future holds. Puppet comedy, with Michael 
Caine and Steven Mackintosh. (1992) 

The Wizard of Oz, Channel 5,3.10pm 
Youngster Dorothy Gale is whisked over the rainbow 
by a tornado into the magical land of Oz, where she 
inadvertently kills a wicked witch - incurring the wrath 
of another. Setting out to find the wizard who can 
show her a way home, she is joined on her journey by 
a scarecrow, a tin man and a cowardly lion, who all 
hope their own wishes will be granted. Musical 
fantasy, with Judy Garland, Ray Bolger, Jack Haley, 
Bert Lahr and Frank Morgan. (1939) 


The birth of a comedy 
with an army of fans 


W ho do you think you are 

kidding Mr Hitler? Whenever 
the crusty old voice of Bud 
Flanagan can be heard singing that 
line, you know that Dad’s Army is 
about to start and what will follow is 
approximately 25 minutes of mayhem, 
one-liners and catchphrases from 
Captain Mainwaring, Sergeant Wilson, 
Corporal Jones and the rest of the 
platooon. 

Ah yes, those catchphrases... Even 
now, sentences such as, “You stupid 
boy,” “I’m going to get you Napoleon,” 
“We’re doomed” and, of course, “Don’t 
panic!” are still well known - which is 
probably down to the fact that the 
Beeb always seems to be repeating 
the show. 

It’s actually been 47 years since the 
boys first donned their uniforms and 
38 since they hung them up again, but 
those nine years in between were full 
of humour which hasn’t dated one little 
bit. 

There’s an old saying for authors: 
Write what you know. Jimmy Perry 
proved he wasn’t a “stupid boy” when 
he did just that and, along with writing 
partner David Croft, turned his World 


War Two Home Guard experiences 
into Dad’s Army. 

“We wrote the show together and it 
became this huge success,” says 
Perry, with a hint of surprise still in his 
voice. “I always thought it was a good 
idea but it totally overwhelmed us. I 
think the secret was that everything 
was right. It was one of those rare 
things. The cast was right, the time 
and the subject was right.” 

However, not everybody was as 
enamoured with the idea - or the 
actors taking part - as Perry. And now, 
in this drama, viewers can learn more 
about how the sitcom was born and 
eventually made it to our screens 
against the odds. 

The BBC has a good track record 
when it comes to producing ‘making- 
of’ dramas. The Curse of Steptoe, The 
Road to Coronation Street and An 
Adventure in Space and Time all 
received critical acclaim, so there’s 
every reason to believe that the latest 
in the genre will be just as enthralling. 
The timing is good too - Dad’s Army 
remains a mainstay of the BBC 
schedule and a revamped film version 
is due for release in February. 


Paul Ritter and Richard Dormer play 
Perry and Croft respectively, and the 
drama takes us from when Perry had 
the initial idea in 1967 to the 
broadcast of the first episode a year 
later. 

John Sessions and Julian Sands 
take the key roles of Arthur Lowe and 
John Le Mesurier; it’s hard to imagine 
anybody playing the characters those 
venerable old actors took, but Captain 
Mainwaring was originally offered to 
Jon Pertwee, while Le Mesurier only 
accepted the role of Sgt Wilson 
because the series was going to be 
filmed in Norfolk, a county he loved. 

Sadly, most of the original cast are 
no longer with us - only Ian Lavender 
and Frank Williams (Private Pike and 
Rev Timothy Farthing respectively) 
remain. Croft also passed away in 
2011. 

“I feel a tremendous sense of 
warmth and sadness that most of 
those involved are no longer with us,” 
says Perry. “But I also have a sense of 
pride that I created such a show.” 

Sarah Alexander, Sally Phillips and 
Keith Allen also star. 



We’re Doomed! The Dad’s Army Story, Tuesday, BBC2, 9pm 

BEST OF THE REST 


MONDAY 

The John Bishop Christmas Show 
BBC1,9pm 

The Liverpudlian comedian returns for his third all¬ 
singing, all-dancing, festive extravaganza and is 
joined on stage at the Lyceum Theatre in London’s 
West End by a selection of the most exciting names 
in music and comedy. The line-up features music 
from Australian pop star and actress Kylie Minogue, 
chart-topping singer-songwriter Jess Glynne and 
2009 X Factor runner-up and TV presenter Oily Murs, 
while the laughs are supplied by comedians Sarah 
Millican, Danny Bhoy, Tom Allen and Andy Askins. 

Bafta Celebrates Downton Abbey 
ITV, 9pm 

Jonathan Ross hosts a star-studded event at 
London’s Richmond Theatre honouring the ITV 
drama ahead of its final episode on Christmas Day. 
There are reports from behind the scenes with cast 
and crew to provide an insight into one of the 
worldes most popular shows, while creator Julian 
Fellowes takes to the stage to chat about its origins 
and secrets. Maggie Smith and Hugh Bonneville 
perform a specially written sketch, there are 
performances by Kiri Te Kanawa and Julian 
Ovenden, and Julie Walters presents the award to 
Fellowes and the cast and crew. 



TUESDAY 
Luther 
BBC1, 9pm 

With the eponymous detective dogged by ghosts 
from his past, a cold case might be the key to 
unlocking a mystery that’s tormenting him. 
Meanwhile, with the cannibalistic serial killer still at 
large, Benny’s hacking skills have revealed a list of 
hundreds of potential victims. Realising it’s all part 
of a macabre end game, the crime buster is forced 
to put himself and new colleague Emma into the 
heart of danger to try and stop the killer. Idris Elba 
and Laura Haddock head the cast. 


WEDNESDAY 

Prey 

ITV, 9pm 

As Murdoch continues with the 
search for his daughter, he is forced 
into one last extraordinary mission 
before Lucy can be freed. But, as a 
wanted man, it is a near-impossible 
task, and he must fight to get her to 
safety before the relentless Reinhardt 
catches her prey. Concluding instalment 
of the thriller, following the story of a 
prison officer who is forced on 
the run with a young female 


prisoner when his daughter is kidnapped. Starring 
Philip Glenister, Rosie Cavaliero, MyAnna Buring 
and Nathan Stewart-Jarrett. Last in the series. 


CHRISTMAS EVE 
Peter Kay: 20 Years of Funny 
BBC1, 9.05pm 

It is nearly 20 years since Peter Kay 
was named North West Comedian of 
the Year 1996, beating the likes of 
Johnny Vegas to the title at a show 
hosted by Dave Spikey. This one-off 
hour-long programme looks 
back at the much-loved 
comedian and actor’s life 
n his childhood 
growing up in Bolton, to 
the places and people 
who have influenced 


him. It reveals how 
Peter began his 
journey into the world 
of comedy and his 
eventual rise to become a 
household name, playing to a 
record-breaking 1.2 million fans 
his The Tour That Doesn’t 
Tour Tour. 


CHRISTMAS DAY 
Downton Abbey - The Finale 
ITV, 8.45pm 

Julian Fellowes bids farewell to the Crawleys with 
one last festive special, catching up with the Abbey’s 
residents at the tail-end of 1925. Mary endeavours 
to build bridges, but Edith’s secret continues to pose 
a threat. As Henry settles into the role of husband, 
scars left by Charlie’s death are slow to heal, while 
Carson struggles to come to terms with 
developments that prove even he is not invulnerable 
to change. Spratt’s moonlighting venture is 
threatened by the conniving of Denker, and Daisy 
may have missed her chance with an admirer. 

Our Cilia 
ITV, 10.45pm 

The death of singer and TV presenter Cilia Black in 
August 2015 shocked the showbusiness community. 
In this programme, stars including Ringo Starr, Cliff 
Richard, Elaine Paige, Christopher Biggins, Paul 
O’Grady and Lynda La Plante join members of the 
entertainer’s family and other close friends to reveal 
the woman behind the screen persona. Alongside 
rare interviews and archive footage, the candid, 
humorous and surprising insights of the people who 
knew her best chart the journey of a woman who 
broke boundaries, both in terms of class and gender. 
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UP TO 50% OFF 


154 Green Lane, Walsall, WS2 8LE 
Tel: 01922 632 888 (OLD FLOORS 2 GO) 
Email: info@greenlaneinteriors.co.uk 
www.greenlaneinteriors.co.uk 
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picture? 


Have you appeared 
in the Chronicle? 

Order your photos now 

Go to: photosforsale.expressandstar.com 

Or call: 01902 319444 (Monday to Friday, 9am to 5pm) 


We offer: photos | canvas prints | mugs 
mousemats | keyrings | coasters 
jigsaws | fridge magnets 
iPad wallpaperl MMS messages 

Only selected prints available and copyright restrictions apply. Photos available to 
view and order online the next working day after publication. Allow 28 days for delivery. 



Explore your world with 

star ★extraTRAVEL 

See us online at: 

www.expressandstar.com/starextratravel 

UK trips, Europe by coach, air and 
Eurostar, plus holidays further afield. 


Brought to you by the 

Express & Star 
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PUZZLES 


23 


BRAIN GYM 


No.356 


Double Crossword 


Choose either quick or cryptic clues - both 
fit the same grid. 


Codeword 


Each number in the grid represents a different letter of the 
alphabet and every letter of the alphabet is used. Use the 
given letter(s) to the right of the main grid to start you off. 



LAST WEEK’S SOLUTION: 


1 

F 

2 

M 

3 

Q 

B 

5 

P 

6 G 

7 

R 

8 

E 

X 

10 

H 

11 

D 

12 

L 

13 

A 

14 

K 

15 

J 

16 

c 

17 

N 

18 

z 

19 

w 

20 

o 

21 

Y 

22 

1 

23 

T 

24 

s 

25 

u 

26 

V 


1 

14 

2 

15 

3 

16 

4 

17 

5 

18 

6 

19 

7 

20 

8 

21 

9 

22 

N 

10 

23 

11 

24 

12 

25 

13 

26 


Cryptic Clues: 

Across 

7. Make it possible to 
be lean? (6) 

8. This stuff does 
have importance 
( 6 ) 

10. The team having 
batted are not in 
the pavilion (7) 

11. Dodge a chasm 
(5) 

12. Not one of the 
nonentities (4) 

13. Filched a wrap (5) 

17. Famous king was 
dunderhead - and 
greedy (5) 

18. See 2 Down 

22. Stale to the 
smallest degree 
(5) 

23. Letters for sending 
to detached fort? 
(7) 

24. Street abounding 
with contention (6) 

25. His products 
presumably have 
the edge (6) 


Down 

1. About hearty echo 
(7) 

2 & 18Ac. By which 
the chairman sees 
the actors are 
elected? (7,4) 

3. It’s clear learner is 
in distress (5) 

4. Competent enough 
to do better than 
clever people (7) 

5. Was a candidate, 
but didn’t have a 
seat (5) 

6. She’s out of the 
singles now (5) 

9. His trial goes over 
one’s head (4,5) 

14. Dog finds mother 
unyielding (7) 

15. Spectacle? (7) 

16. Correspondence 
from landlords? (7) 

19. Those who study 
social division (5) 

20. Annoy Henry (5) 

21. A drink for the 
overweight? (5) 



Sudoku 
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Quick Clues: 

Across 

7. Go back (6) 

8. Tremble (6) 

10. Speech (7) 

11. Counterfeit (5) 

12. Cudgel (4) 

13. Corn (5) 

17. Chute (5) 

18. Win (4) 

22. Proverb (5) 

23. Interpret (7) 

24. Ministers (6) 

25. Glad (6) 


Down 

1. Crops (7) 



2. Conceited (5-2) 

3. Venomous snake (5) 

4. Excess (7) 

5. Prevent (5) 

6. Avarice (5) 

9. Licentious (9) 

14. Feathers (7) 

15. Nonpareil (7) 

16. Unity (7) 

19. Slap (5) 

20. Drive out (5) 

21. Reel (5) 


LAST WEEK’S CROSSWORD SOLUTIONS: 
CRYPTIC - Across: 1 Backs; 4 Pulls up; 8 Air 
one’s; 9 Views; 10 Toot; 11 Pickling; 13 Cuff; 

14 Pool; 16 Obedient; 17 Esau; 20 Naomi; 21 
Servant; 22 Settled; 23 Wages. Down: 1 Beat 
the bounds; 2 Cargo; 3 Sink; 4 Pistil; 5 Love- 
knot; 6 Special; 7 Post-graduates; 12 Official; 13 
Cheroot; 15 Unused; 18 Slang; 19 Crow. QUICK 
- Across: 1 Ocean; 4 Descend; 8 Jealous; 9 
Amiss; 10 Chef; 11 Domineer; 13 Eros; 14 Just; 
16 Nauseous; 17 Main; 20 Bravo; 21 Inexact; 22 
Element; 23 Dread. Down: 1 Objectionable; 2 
Evade; 3 Noon; 4 Despot; 5 Spacious; 6 Evident; 
7 Discriminated; 12 Lose hope; 13 Emulate; 15 
Quaint; 18 Aware; 19 Herd. 


Niner 


Which Biblical book mentions ‘A land 
flowing with milk and honey’? 

In which Shakespeare play does 
Caliban appear? 

In which year did Canada adopt a 
maple leaf emblem for its flag? 

Which Nazi leader was ‘The Butcher of 
Lyon’? 

How old was outlaw Clyde Barrow 
when he died? 


6 . 


When is the first day of Ramadan in 
2016? 

Who wrote Northanger Abbey? 

To which country did Alexander Graham 
Bell emigrate in 1870? 

What nationality was composer Dvorak? 
10. With which of the arts would you 
associate Sir Alfred Munnings? 


9. 


Last week’s solutions: 

Quiz: 1 Swan-upping; 2 David Copperfield; 
3 Egypt; 4 A church; 5 Hyde Park; 6 A bird; 
7 Alcazar; 8 Torino; 9 George Harrison; 

10 Poland. 

Niner: LEGATIONS 


Each number from 1 to 9 represents a different letter. Solve 
the clues and insert the letters in the appropriate squares to 
discover a word which uses all nine letters. 


2467 gives a school, 

98457 gives a school subject, 
1352732 gives another school subject. 


i 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 
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Thinking space 
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Donate by 
post v 

Dark Lane, Coven, * 

Wolverhampton WV10 7PN 

Text 

FEED28 £3, £5, £7 
or £10 to 70070 


Registered Charity No: 222436 


W i 

• Online 

www.birminghamdogshome.org.uk 


Call 

0121 643 5018 (option 3) 


Wolverhampton Grammar School 


Education as individual as your child 

Independent Day School for Boys and Girls 

Junior School ages 7-11 | Senior School ages 11-16 | Sixth Form ages 16-18 



Junior School Open Day 

Saturday 30th January from 10am - 1.30pm 


Years 7, 8 and 9 Entrance Test - Saturday 9th January 

To register for the Entrance Test please contact our Admissions Registrar, Mrs Jane Morris 
(tel) 01902 422939 (email) jam@wgs-sch.net 


01902 421326 

www.wgs.org.uk 



WOLVERHAMPTON 

GRAMMAR SCHOOL 


Wolverhampton Grammar School | Compton Road | Wolverhampton | WV3 9RB 
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Express & Star 


PREPARE YOUR CHRISTMAS DAY DINNER WITH OUR LAST MINUTE CHRISTMAS ESSENTIALS. 



SPODE CHRISTMAS TREE 


DINNER SERVICE SET 


Only £69.99 plus P&P 



SQUARE CHEESE 
BOARD & KNIFE SET 


Only £11.99 plus P&P 


Now in its 77th year, this timeless Christmas Tree dinner service set from Spode remains one of the 
world’s most recognisable festive tableware designs. This wonderful set continues to prove popular 
thanks to its nostalgic take on the festive season. Taking centre stage in each piece is a beautiful 
Christmas tree with colourful baubles hanging from the branches and a pile of gifts underneath, set on 
a crisp white background with green banding. The set includes four 27cm dinner plates, four 16.5cm 
salad plates and four 16cm bowls. All pieces are dishwasher, microwave, oven and freezer-proof. 
D9006 Dinner Service Set 


A great centrepiece for any gathering, this cheese knife set allows you to present and serve cheese 
with style. The cheeseboard features a clever integrated sliding drawer which holds two specialist 
cheese-cutting knives, cheese server and fork. 

Each utensil is expertly crafted with ergonomic wooden handles and non-stick coated stainless steel 
blades for effortless slicing and easy cleaning. Dimensions: W22 x H20 x D4cm. 

D7343 Cheese Board & Knife Set 



This catering quality buffet warming tray is ideal for parties, family gatherings and barbecues. 
Featuring three warming trays, each with a 1.42 litre capacity, this powerful 180W device features 
variable heat settings and sturdy plastic lids for each compartment, allowing you to feed groups and 
keep food warm and ready to serve for hours. You can also remove the top section completely to 
reveal a large flat surface that’s ideal for keeping hors d’oeuvres warm and ready to eat. 

With a brushed stainless steel finish and cool touch handles it has a maximum operating temperature 
of 85°C and measures L49 x W26 x HI0cm. 


D8806 Buffet Warmer 



EXTRA LARGE 
ROASTING TRAY 


Large enough for your 
Christmas turkey as well as 
Sunday roasts with all the 
family, this superb roasting 
tray is exactly what you need 
to make festive cooking 
easy. The excellent scratch- 
resistant Durastone-coated 
interior is 100% non-stick, 
meaning that there is no 
need to use oil, fat or butter 
in the cooking process. The 
exterior of the roasting tray 
has been manufactured using 
aluminium for long-lasting 
durability. Dimensions: L40 x 
W28 x H7cm. 

D9076 Red Roasting Tray 
D9077 Black Roasting Tray 


Only £14.99 plus P&P 


To order call 0871 911 7011* Quote 57079 
Online at EXPRESSANDSTARSHOP.CO.UK 

8am-8pm 7 days a week. *Calls cost 13p per minute plus your phone company’s access charge. 


Our ‘was’ pricing refers to the original selling prices offered on our website www.cjoffers.co.uk and in our retail store between 7th September and 7th December 2015. Allow 7 working days for delivery. If not happy for any reason we will accept return of faulty/unused goods in sealed original packaging for full refund or 

replacement within 30 days. These goods are sold and supplied by BVG-Airflo Ltd. with whom you contract when you accept this offer. A SIGNATURE IS REQUIRED ON DELIVERY. 


RETURN TO: EXPRESS & STAR (57079), 

Title (Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms) Initial Surname 

PO BOX 87, BRECON, LD3 

3BE 


Address 


Postcode 


Email 


Tel. (for aueries onlv) 


1 enclose mv cheaue/PO made payable to BVG-AIRFLO LTD for £ 

Or please debit mv card £ 

EH Mastercard EH Visa EH Maestro Issue No. 


My card number is: 


i i i i irrmi i i i i rrrn rm ai m/m a? m/m as rm 

“Midland News Association Ltd and other MNA companies or selected third parties may contact you with details of goods and services you may be interested in. By placing this order you give consent to Midland News Association 
Limited or selected third parties doing so, unless you have indicated your objection by ticking this box □ if you do not want to hear from selected third parties and ticking this box □ if you do not want to hear from Midland News 
Association Ltd.” 


PLEASE SEND ME 

C0DE(S) 

QTY 

PRICE 

TOTAL 

Dinner Service Set 

D9006 


£69.99 


Cheese Board & Knife Set 

D7343 


£11.99 


Buffet Warmer 

D8806 


£29.99 


Red Roasting Tray 

D9076 


£14.99 


Black Roasting Tray 

D9077 


£14.99 


Please add £4.95 P&P to entire order 

TOTAL 

£4.95 



Order by 3pm 20th Dec for Xmas Delivery 
























































25 



Call our recruitment team on 01902 319645 


FAST AND EFFECTIVE 
ADVERTISING RELIEF FOR YOUR 
RECRUITMENT HEADACHE 

What we can offer: 

Temporary and permanent positions 
In-paper and online advertising 
Free artwork and media planning 
Personal account manager 
C V library 

Strategic press releases 
Company profiles 
Fully tailored recruitment packages 
CV matching and sifting 
Weekly and monthly reviews 
Marketing and promotion 
Support press articles 
Banners and MPUs 
Twitter feeds 
Head hunting 
Links to external job sites 


FILL YOUR NEXT JOB 
VACANCY FOR ONLY 

£399+VAT 

GUARANTEED! 


This unbeatable package includes: 

• A 5x2 full colour advertisement in the Express & Star 

• A free repeat advert in your local Chronicle 

• Your job vacancy listed on jobs.expressandstar.com 
for two weeks 

• Free advert design 

. Free expert recruitment advice 

We guarantee to run your adverts until you successfully recruit 


The Chronicle Thursday, December 17, 2015 
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Accountancy 


Bathrooms 


ACCOUNTANCY AND TAXATION 


Self Assessment and all accountancy services 
for the self employed, partnerships 
and limited companies. 

A prompt and reliable service at a sensible cost 

For a free appointment please call: 

Robert Ollerenshaw on:Shenstone 

01543 481329 

Email:ollerenshaws@btinternet.com www.ollerenshaws.co.uk 

Evening appointments not a problem 


MATT WALTERS 
DIGITAL AERIALS 

Aerials - Satellite Dishes Fitted From £65 
. , ANY LIKE FOR LIKE 
QUOTATION BEATEN 
Senior Citizen Discounts 
2 Year Guarantee 
Digital Aerials/Freeview/Freesat 
SKY HD/ SKY+/MULTIROOM 

• Free Quotation • Repairs • Free Call Out 

• Same Day service • Freeview Specialist 


£10 OFF ON PRODUCTION OF THIS ADVERT 


Aldridge Based 
Mobile: 07853 253176 


Digital Rapid Aerials 

-Aerials, Plasma Brackets & CCTV 
Cameras supplied & fitted 
-Repairs -Tuning -Multirooms 

digital (HJ DISCOUNTS 

fj* FREE 

* QUOTATIONS 



AERIAL & IV SPECIALISTS 

We repair all kinds of TVs, Plasmas, LCD, Projection T^ v * 

FREE CALL OUT ESTIMATES 

DIGITAL AERIALS sky digital 

BURGLAR ALARMS & CCIV CAMERAS FITTED 

Tuning/Set Up/Freeview. T.V’s fitted to wall ■ 

TV’s From £69 - Many Sizes - Delivered 7 Days 


Call: 07850 330 251 


Jay's Carpentry 

& Home Improvements 



YOUR LOCAL WALSALL 
BASED ACCOUNTANT 

ALL ACCOUNTANCY WORK UNDERTAKEN INCLUDING: 

Self employed Rental property’s CIS contractors 
Limited companies New start up’s 

16 LEIGHSW00D ROAD. ALDRIDGE 
FOR A INITIAL CONSULTATION 

CALL: 

bakshohayer@taxassist.co.uk www.taxassist.co.uk/walsali 


Specialists 


O BATHROOMS 
_ OWETROOMS 
• O PLASTERING 
lb O BATHROOM DESIGN 
£ OTILING/PLASTERING 

O DISABLED/MOBILITY 
1 BATHROOMS 

Hll All types of Home Improvements 

FREE NO OBLIGATION QUOTES 

0786?) 134456 
LA 01922 646144 


N 

6 


NEED EXTRA SPACE ?, 
GARAGE CONVERSION! 

ALSO LOFT LADDER 
SUPPLIED & INSTALLED 

Fitted Wardrobes 
• Floors • Tiling 
* Doors • Decking 

FREE QUOTES 


Call Jason: 01922 611272 
/ 07951 922879 


MB&electric 

All domestic and commercial 
electrical works undertaken 
Home rewiring from £800 

For a high quality mtm 

local service call: ■ 


mbelectric. co. uk 



Quality Assured 
Ready Mixed Concrete, 
Concrete Pumping & Grab Hire 



WESTCOT 

CONTRACTORS LTD 

38 Years Experience 

TARMACADAM CONCRETE BLOCK PAVING 
LEADING DOMESTIC & COMMERCIAL CONTRACTORS COVERING 
LICHFIELD AND STAFFORDSHIRE 

• Domestic Drives • Patios • Tennis Courts construction 
• Commercial car parks and roads • Vehicle access crossing highway approved 

Free quotations - All work guaranteed 

Call for enquiries 07985 233112 

Office 01543 251416 

email: westcoc.contractors.ltd@gmail.com 


BSI Accredited Concrete Supplies m b„. \ 

01543 897979 W 

email: info@kcgconcrete.co.uk 

M: 07914 353321 • www.kingscroftconcreteandgrabhire.co.uk 

Unit 33a, Martindale Industrial Estate, Hawkes Green, Cannock, WS11 7XN 


Double Glazing 


Fencing 


£10 off 
\ with thiSi 
jdvert^ 

A LOCAL BUSINESS YOU CAN TRUST 

f 01922 693047 

07960 173589 

I www.digitalrapidaerials.co.uk 






We have over 16 years experience within the window industry, we can repair, 
replace or reiurbish any type oi window, UPVC, Wooden or Aluminium. 

With our expertise we can bring them bock lo liie thus reviving 

oil oilheir original qualities. WWW,eC 


ECO GLAZE 


24 Lambert Drive, Burntwood WS7 2DR 
T: 01543 686946 M: 07412 488623 
E: sales@ecoglaze.pro 


B.J. FENCING SUPPLIES %■ 

Members of Guild of Mastercraftsmen 

WINTER SALE OF FEATHEREDGE 
PANELS + GATES - WHILE STOCKS LAST 

Up to 30% lower prices than most other 
major suppliers, Builders Merchants etc. 


Sizes 

Each 

20+ 


6’ x 6’ 
£23 
£21 


6’ x 5’ 
£21 
£19 


6’ x 4’ 
£19 
£17 


6’ x 3’ 
£16 
£14 


6’ x 2’ 
£13 
£11 


Gates 

6’ x 3’ £25 
6’ x 2’ £22 


Arch Bow Tops Available at £1.50 extra 
Individual Boards @ 12p per ft. Prices include VAT. 

Also available at lowest winter prices include overlap, 
trellis, picket panels, gravel boards etc. 

HUGE DISCOUNTS ON SUPPLY *ERECT PRICES* 
Call us for free, no obligation quotation. 

MASSIVE SAVINGS ON SPRING/SUMMER PRICES. 

Tel: 01543 821213.07886 369958 or 07828 693442 

UNIT 7E, ZONE 4, BURNTWOOD BUSINESS PARK WS7 3XD 


WINDOW DOCTOR 


GLAZING REPAIRS & LOCKSMITHS. 
SERVICE & REPAIR FOR ALL COORS & WINCOWS. 

MISTY & BROKEN GLASS REPLACED. 

WE REPAIR HANDLES,HINGES,SEALS,PATIO”S,WINDOW & DOOR LOCKS. 
CONSERVATORY & GUTTERING LEAKS REPAIRED. 

10 YR GUARANTEE 

K 5 ° 4 ?°° n 2 4 HRS Est30 

) 07748 108035 

18 WELLINGTON DRIVE, CANNOCK WS11 1PU ycalS 


II 

n 


HUMUS 

tMUSgflS pEMEBMi) 
HiS3Q}lE330 


Gardening 



J L Garden & Tree Services 

Garden Maintenance & Tree Felling 


Tree Felling 
Garden Maintenance 
All Debris Removed 

Call Jason for a No Obligation Quote 
Fully Insured 


Tel: 01922 615936 
Mob: 07809 431703 


•6TC 


FALLEN 

LEAVES 

CLEARED 

Discounts for senior citizens 

07973 814713 (24hr) 
Evenings 
(01543) 262395 


Local 

Specialists, 



Household Appliances 


D & D DOMESTICS 

Your Local Repair Engineers 
All makes of Electric Cookers, Washing Machines 
and Tumble Dryers 

Free call out 

Factory trained Engineers 
Call anytime on: 

01922 746886 
07958 746758 


LOFT SERVICES 

• Loft Ladders supplied & 
fitted from £99 

• New or enlarged loft access 
• Loft Flooring fitted 
• Loft Insulation 


UPVC drop down hatch with 
easy stow aluminium ladder 

£185 fully fitted 


For advice call Carl on 
0121 556 1761 
Mobile: 07502 103997 

14 years’ experience 



to deal | 


P & S Spares & Repairs Ltd 

(Vauxhall Specialists) 

Second hand spares off the shelf 

Q Servicing and Mechanical Repairs 
Q Electronic Engine Management and Airbag Fault Diagnostic Service 

WANTED 

LATE VAUXHALLS: Scrap, MOT failures or 
accident damaged - Anything considered 
VAUXHALL PARTS ALSO WANTED 

Tel: 01543 370077 

Mobile: 07956 911287 

Unit 15, Yates’s Boat Yard, Lime Lane, Pelsall, WS3 5AS 



To advertise your business and reach more than 72,000 potential customers... 

D 

Call us on... ^ 

01543465341 \ 

_ 

E-mail us at... ^ 

sarah.winfield@expressandstar.co.uk J 

0 

Post to... ^ 

Sarah Jones, Walsall Chronicle, 1 

Queen Square, Cannock. WS111ES A 
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Local Specialists 


k27 


L J 


Plastering 


C.A. Plastering 


For competitive quotes on all your refurbishment needs on 
' plastering, boarding, overboarding, partitions, re-skimming 
' and artex covering. Quality rendering and terrolining. 


7538 718264 


Plumbing & Heating 


WORCESTER BOSCH SPECIALIST WORCESTER BOSCH SPECIALIST 



• Boiler Services 

• Landlord Checks 

• Full Central Heating 
Systems 

• Boiler Swaps and 
Conversions 


NEW GASTEK HOME SAFE PLAN 
BRONZE-£14.99 
SILVER-£16.99 
GOLD - £18.99 
PLATINUM-£21.99 
LANDLORD PLATINUM - £24.99 
(All prices are per month-t/c apply) 

• Bathroom Installations 

• Power Flushing 

• Gas Appliance 
Installations 

• All Domestic Plumbing 
Work 


• LPG Gas Appliance Service and Installations 

NEW SHOWROOM NOW OPEN 

Unit B15 Anchor Business Park, Dudley DY2 9AF 

Office Open 8am-6pm Monday-Friday 8am-4pm Saturday 

01543887334 

info@Gasteksolutions.co.uk • www.gasteksolutions.co.uk 


WORCESTER BOSCH SPECIALIST WORCESTER BOSCH SPECIALIST 


BSb CGsgfflig & PQnnMiig 

Combi Boiler change from £950 

SPECIAL OFFERS ON FULL HEATING SYSTEMS 


AlsoWarranty on Vailliant up to 10 years and Worcester 6 years 



Free Quotation 

07961 140885 


■DTSMIffiHI 


PLUMBERS 

Plumbing and Heating 

NO JOB TOO SMALL 
OAP Discounts 


No Obligation Free Quotes 

• Kitchens • Bathrooms 

• Taps • Overflows 

• Tanks & Boilers 


Tel Dan: 

07541 557284 
01543 732018 


Roofing 


TTTT^T 


U 

TECH ROOFING 



SeZ'/kfo 


ALL ROOFING SPECIALISTS 

All aspects of Roofing Undertaken including 

• Dry verge systems • Roof cleaning 

• Ridge Tiles • Chimney repairs 

• Repointing 

• Fascias, Soffits & * A " roof re P airs 

Guttering • new roof 



EDMP Roofing System - Single Garage from £825 all inc 

Reboarded with 18mm smart ply 
Further reductions on larger areas 
Fully insured, No Call Out Charge 
NO DEPOSIT TO PAY - only pay when satisfied 

0800 2461452 - 07955 338442 


M 



Yowv Ntmhm One Choice, Fon, Low Coit Piop&titg Repaim! 

PROFESSIONAL AND RELIABLE SERVICE 




Slate and Tile RepairsE 


Flat Roofs, EPDM o Dry Ridge Systems 


Rubber Roof ing^^EI25 Years Experience 




EROOFil 


■B8BB4I 1 genuine 
Chimney Reducing 1 quotes beaten 


o All Pointing Work jjy j senior citizens 
cl Insurance Work ] ^ 



TILING - FELTING - PROPERTY MAINTENANCE 

Slate & Tile Repairs - Flat Roofs EPDM - Rubber Roofing 
UPVC Fascias, Soffits & Guttering Fibre Glass Roofing 
Chimney & Pointing Work Insurance Work 
Dry ridge, dry hip, dry valleys, dry verge 
Maintenance Free, no mortar needed Roof Cleaning 
OVER 30 YEARS’ EXPERIENCE 
All types of roofing work undertaken 
FREE NO OBLIGATION QUOTES 
Tel: 01922 510193 
or 07754 088538 


ROOFING 

LTD 



Tiling, Slating, Repair, Care and Maintenance. 
Flat roof refurbishment and repairs 
Fascias, Soffits and Roof Gutter, 
Chimney refurbisments and repairs 
Skylights and roofing light packages. 


ALL ASPECTS OF ROOFING COVERED 
NO CALL OUT CHARGE, FREE QUOTATIONS 
OVER 10 YEARS EXPERIENCE AND QUALITY GUARANTEE 


Telephone: 01922 254025 

Mobile: 07403 380136 


86 . Lumlev Road . Walsall. West Midlands WS1 2LJ 


CASH FOR 
FAULTY TVS 
AND PLAY 
STATIONS 


CALL JAMES 
07404837309 


y 



Br L ooKesi<sn>oiT 

ROORINGISERVICESr T 


★ Discounts for OAP’s 
★ Insurance Work ★ Lead Work 

★ Ridge Tiles Replaced 

★ Flat Roofs* Pointing 
★ Rubber Roofing (E.P.D.M.) 

★ Chimney Repairs ★ Fascias & Gutters 
25 years in the business 
FAMILY RUN - FREE QUOTES ^ 



Call: 01922 711150 
07722 533247 


ALL 
AREAS 
COVERED 




ADVERTISEMENTS 

CONDITIONS OF ACCEPTANCE 

. Midland News Association Limited All publications in this group are published 
by the Midland News Association Limited, registered office Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton WV1 1ES (‘the Company’ ) and this is the address to which any 
notices should be sent. 

. Acceptance The Company will only accept advertising on these standard terms 
and no other contract terms or conditions will apply other than those which are 
implied by statute and cannot lawfully be excluded. In particular the Company 
will not accept advertising on the basis of advertiser’s terms and conditions. 

. Content of Advertisements All advertisements must be legal decent honest and 
truthful. Advertisements must comply with the British Code of Advertising 
Practice and all other codes under the general supervision of the Advertising 
Standards Authority. Advertisements must comply with the requirements of all 
current legislation including but not limited to the following:- All advertisements 
must clearly differentiate between trade and private advertising as required by 
the Business Advertisements (Disclosure) Order 1977. Advertisements offering 
credit or hire facilities must comply with the Consumer Credit (Advertisement) 
Regulations 1980. 

All descriptions of goods must be accurate and in no way infringe the provisions 
of the Trades Descriptions Act 1968. 

Advertisements must not contain any material which is defamatory. You must 
have permission to use any material contained in your advertisement and must 
not infringe the copyright moral rights or any other right of any third party. 

The Company reserves the right to refuse to carry any advertisement or to 
require amendment of any advertisement in its absolute discretion. 

. Appearance of Advertisements Whilst the Company makes every effort to 
comply with requests, publication on a particular date or in a particular position 
cannot be guaranteed. The Company reserves the right to alter, suspend, cancel 
or reject an advertisement at its discretion even after the same has been accepted 
for publication without being liable to compensate you. You will not be charged 
for any advertisement which does not appear. If only a part of a series of 
advertisements appears you will only be charged for the advertisements in the 
series which actually appear. The Company does not guarantee the publication 
or extent of supporting editorial and your obligation to pay for advertising will 
not under any circumstances be dependent upon the appearance or content of 
editorial. No liability will be accepted for non-appearance of editorial. The 
Company does not guarantee that advertising will not appear for similar or the 
same subject matter to your advertisement and no liability shall be accepted as 
a result of such advertising appearing. It is the advertiser’s responsibility to 
provide any amended copy, whether by electronic or other format, and the 
Company does not guarantee that it will be able to or will agree to modify, amend 
or alter any file or copy supplied to it. 

Liability The Company’s liability for any loss or damage caused by any error or 
omission in the advertisement or any other breach of contract shall not in any 
circumstances exceed a full refund of any price paid by the advertiser to the 
Company for the publication of the advertisement or the cost of a further or 
corrective advertisement of the same type as that which originally appeared. 
Where a series of advertisements is booked the Company’s liability shall not in 
any circumstances exceed the value of the first advertisement in the series. In 
the event of any error, misprint or omission in the publication of the 
advertisement the Company will either re-publish the advertisement or the 
relevant parts of the advertisement or make a reasonable refund of or adjustment 
to the cost of the advertisement. If the error does not materially detract from 
the advertisement then no re-publication, refund or adjustment will be made. It 
is the advertiser’s responsibility to check the content of advertisements and the 
Company will not accept any liability for loss or damage, or obligation to 
republish or make a refund or adjustment, arising from re-publication of an 
advertisement containing an error, misprint or omission which has not been 
identified by the advertiser after first publication. 

. Box numbers The Company accepts no liability for loss or damage caused by 
delay in forwarding or omission to forward to the advertiser replies to Box 
Numbers. Box Numbers must not be used for sending goods, distributing 
circulars or communications from agents. The Company reserves the right to 
open and inspect all replies to Box Number and to destroy goods, circulars of 
communications from agents which are discovered during an inspection. 

. Inspection The Company shall be entitled at any time to inspect any goods or 
services advertised and may decline to carry further advertising if such 
inspection is not permitted or if in the Company’s opinion the provision of further 
advertising facilities is not appropriate in view of the nature or quality of the 
goods or services. 

. Indemnity The advertiser, including any advertising agency involved in placing 
any advertisement, warrants that it has permission to use for publication by 
electronic and printed means all material which is included in the advertisement. 
The advertiser and any advertising agency involved in placing any advertisement 
agree to indemnify the Company in respect of all charges, costs, claims or 
damage arising out of the publication of the advertisement, whether the same 
result from actual or threatened legal action or from some other cause. 

. Cancellation On a request for cancellation or amendment of a classified 
advertisement being accepted, you will be given a cancellation or amendment 
number which must be quoted in all subsequent correspondence. Payment of 
the originally agreed price will be required in full for any advertisement in relation 
to which the advertiser is unable to supply a valid cancellation or amendment 
number. Cancellation can only be accepted if the Company is notified of the 


le following deadlines:- 
10 later than 6.30pm or 
:o appear on Monday m 


cancellation by 
Lineage, Semi Display - By i 
publication. Advertisements 1 
on the preceding Saturday 
Classified Display - By no later than 24 hours before the date of publication 
Colour/Features - By no later than 10 clear days before the date of publication 
To cancel Lineage, Semi Display and Classified Display advertisements please 
telephone 01902 317878. To cancel Colour/Features advertisements please 
speak to the Representative through whom the advertisement was booked. 

10. Rates Advertising rates are as laid out in the Company’s current rate card which 
is available on request from the Company’s offices. The rates may be varied 
from time to time in the Company’s absolute discretion and without prior 
notification of the intended variation. The revised rate will be charged for any 
advertising ordered after the date of variation. 

All gross advertising rates except classified lineage and semi-display are subject 
to a 0.1% Advertising Standards Board of Finance levy payable by advertisers 
to help finance the self-regulatory system administered by the Advertising 
Standards Authority. 

11. Payment The Company reserves the right to require pre-payment as a condition 
of any advertisement being published. Where pre-payment is not required unless 
different credit terms have been agreed with the advertiser in writing payment 
must be made within 14 days of the date of issue of the Company’s invoice. An 
additional £2.00 booking charge will be payable if the invoice is not paid in full 
within this 14 day period. 

Any additional credit facilities which are offered are at the Company’s absolute 
discretion. The advertiser’s liability shall be for the full amount of all advertising 
ordered and shall not be limited to the amount of any credit limit which the 
Company may impose. 

Payment may be made by [method] cash, cheque or credit/debit card. The 
advertiser’s obligation to pay for other items on an account shall not be affected 
by the existence of any query over an individual item within that account. 

12. Data Protection Act The advertiser’s details will be retained by the Company for 
the purposes of administering our accounts records and so that the Company 
may notify the advertiser of future advertising opportunities which may be of 
interest to you. By placing advertising with the Company the advertiser agrees 
to your details being used for this purpose. 

13. Applicable Law These conditions of acceptance shall be governed by and 
interpreted in accordance with the law of England and Wales. 


To advertise your business and reach more than 72,000 potential customers... 

IO 

Call us on... 

01543 465341 M 

0 

E-mail us at... 

sarah.winfield@expressandstar.co.uk M 

0 

Post to... ^ 

Sarah Jones, Walsall Chronicle, 1 

Queen Square, Cannock. WS111ES ML 
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ClassifiedAds 


Buy Local, Sell Local 


▼ Index 


1 

G 

1 

1 

G 

1 


Family 


Leisure Time 


Home & Services 


Pets & Animals 


Business & Farming 


Property 


Motoring 


Local Information 


Personals 




FreeAds 


IT'S 



IT'S 

EAST 

For items up to £250 

VISIT: 

bo^Renad .expressandstar.co.uk 

Simply press the free ad icon. 
Sorry, no pets, guns or livestock. 
Private advertisers only. 


- 

Place a paid for advert 

© 

L " 

By Phone 

01902 317878 

8.30am - 5.30pm Mon - Fri. Closed Sat/Sun. 

_ 


$ 

L v 

1 

Online 

bookanad.expressandstar.co.uk 



In person 


At your local Express & Star Office. 
Cancel/amend, call before 3.00pm 
Monday - Friday for the next day’s 
advertisement or also before 3.00pm 
Friday for Monday’s advertisement. 


funeral directors 


Turn To Us For 
Help and Support 


In your time of need 
we’ll take care of all the 
funeral arrangements. 

• Est. 1907 
• 24 hour sen/ice 

G. Gibbs 

Funeral Directors 

44 All Saints Way 
West Bromwich B71 1PZ 

0121 553 0442 

Hi Dignity- 

Part of Dignity pic. A British Company. 


Family 


MOBILITY SCOOTER Monaco. 
4mph approx, new batteries 
August, will carry upto 18 stone. 
£250 ono.Fits car boot. 01543 
504028 

WREKIN STAIRLIFTS recondi¬ 
tioned lifts from £799. New avail¬ 
able. 01952 405397/07897 273617 


Leisure 

Time 


JACKSON-HATELEY 
CYCLES 


w.jacksonhateleycycles.co.uk 


CHRISTMAS BONANZA 

Massive Discounts on ATB’s 
All cycles reduced across the range 
All cycles built and guaranteed 
with a 24 hour repair service 
All spares and accessories at 
discount price 

YOU BEAT OUR PRICE WE BEAT YOURS 


Now At Sale Price! 

HATE LEY’S 

Simply the best 

Ring Dave on 
01902 782344 

458 Stafford Road, Oxley, 
Wolverhampton 




* BEST * 
SATURDAY 
BOOTSALE 

NOW on B4176, Rabbit Run, WV15 5LS 
by T.F.M between Dudley & Telford 

07890 267041 * 


MASSIVE INDOOR 
BOOT SALE 

Every Sunday 

Willenhall Academy (Comp), Bentley Lane 
Walsall, WS2 7LU 

70 pitches, Sellers 11 am/ Buyers 12 

07939 646263 


CARAVANS & CHALETS For sale 
with seaviews. Clarach Bay near 
Aberystwyth from £4995 includes 
2015 site fees. Call Phil on: 01970 
820579. sales@clarachbay.com 

ENJOY CHRISTMAS In your new 
caravan. 2 bed caravan for sale in 
Aberystwyth. All fees inc -12 month 
season. Lots of facilities close to 
beach. Just £7,995. 07960 944721. 

3 BED CARAVAN for sale, 12 month 
season, close to beach. Pet friendly 
with lots of facilities. Immaculate 
throughout inc all fees. Just 
£12,525. Call 01970 871933. 


BASS PLAYER FOR 
REFORMING CLUB BAND 

Practice Burntwood area. 

For more details please call 
07403 776145. 


Free 


ITS FREE, ITS EASY 

For items upto £250. 
Online at 

bookanad. 

expressandstar.co.uk 


MADONNA TICKETS x 2, Wednes¬ 
day, December 16, Barclaycard 
Arena, £160 each. 07469 7f* t "' 



clairvoyance 


Itol. 0906 757 0900 75p per min, 
calls recorded. Credit/Debit card 
0141 427 7003 (£25 - 30 mins). 


Home & 
Services 



beds from £49. Mattresses from 
Ortho & memory mats from £69. Fashion 
beds from £49 and bunk bed frames from 
£99. Ottoman bed frames from £199. 
Biggest selection of beds you will find 
anywhere at lowest factory direct price. 

Rediner & mobility lift 
i. and rise choose from 

it 


many for immediate 
delivery EG Roberta 


Was £699 HALF PRICE £349 
Big selection of dual motor models in 
leather and fabric, many half price. 
Hundreds of suites - recliners 
comer units, wing chairs 
at bargain prices 
100’s of clearance 
suites from £299. V A 
Odd solas from £99, odd chairs from £49. 




DOUBLE BED 

ise and deep quilted luxury 
mattress. 

As new, in wrapper, can 
deliver. 

Cost £200. 

Will sell £99. 

07972 525078. 


AT C B SHEDS & FENCING We 

supply/fit. Free quotes. Supply 
sleepers & decking 01922 720270. 
SAND, TOPSOIL, DECORATIVE 
gravels 11 Tonne direct loads at 
cheap rates. D. Gill Building & 
Garden Supplies 01922 452221/ 
452266 7 days. 

SHEDS AND FENCING AT KNC. 

See our new showroom at Willen¬ 
hall Rd, WV1 3DZ, 01902 450137. 


SLABS 450mm x 450mm Riven 
faced, only £1.76 inc. VAT. 
Ranton Building Supplies: 
01543 276006. 


CANNOCK EXCHANGE 

We buy & sell quality used goods: 

Car audio, Air Rifles, TVs & Laptops, Bikes, 
Gold, Guitars & Amps, Group/Disco Gear 
etc. Try us! No Furniture. 

186 Stafford Rd, Cannock, WS11 4AH 
Open Tues to Sat 10:30am-6pm 
01543 570990 Closed Sun & Mon 


HAVE YOU CHECKED your adver¬ 
tisement today? We would respect¬ 
fully remind advertisers that it is 
their responsibility to inform the 
publishers of any mistakes or inac¬ 
curacies on the first day of publica¬ 
tion. 

ASH RECLAMATION new and 

used building materials, upvc doors 
and windows 01543 453222. 

CHEAP INDIAN SANDSTONE 

paving from £15.50 per square 
metre including vat. Choice of 
colours. Ranton Building Supplies 
LTD 01543 276006 


All gold 9ct up to £300 per ounce 

CASH PAID TODAY 

A GENUINE LADY BUYER 

All Beswick • Doulton • Worcester 
Moorcroft •Lladro • Old coins 
• Watches • Costume Jewellery • Old toys 
• Clocks • Paintings • ALL SILVER 
• All Chinese items • All Oriental Items 
Pre‘47 silver coins All war medals etc 
ANYTHING OLD & INTERESTING 

01922 495066 or 
07971 783206 


READERS ARE ADVISED to care¬ 
fully consider all of their options 

befo----- 

their 

WANTED Belle cement Mixer, must 
be in good condition. Cash waiting. 
01543 671436. 

WANTED FOR CASH three piece 
suites, up to £100 paid 
Call 01785 815925/ 07947 627142. 

WE BUY ANTIQUE VINTAGE 

Modern furniture. House & Shops 
cleared, anything will be consid¬ 
ered. Call Lucy 07908760768 




CLIENT 

COMPUTERS 


Certified technician & 
Microsoft partner. 
Repair & maintain laptops 
and PCs. In West Midlands. 
Virus removal, broken 
screens, wifi. 
Windows problems etc. 
Home visits or bring to me. 
Long established. 
Laptops available. 

0121 556 9481 



sales 


PANASONIC TV 42 inch, 12 months 
old, £150 no offers. 

Hixon area 07738 219463. 


AERIAL & TV SPECIALISTS 

Free Estimates on any TV Repairs, 
Plasma, LCD, 3D, LED, Projection. 
All areas covered 8 till late. 7 days. 
Digital aerials, Sky installation. 
Wall mounts & TV setups. 

07850 330251 



bathrooms 


JP Builders 

Over 20 years 
experience in bathroom & 
kitchen installations. 
TILING/PLASTERING/FREE 
QUOT^ 


07883 339818 or 01543 458664 


blinds 


Amanda 


7 Vertical Blinds from £195 

Also Great Deals On.. 

Rollers : Venetians : Wood Venetians : Romans 
Plantation Shutters : Made to Measure Curtains 

Free Quotes : Free Fitting 
TEL: 0845 667 4179 

www.amandaforblinds.co.uk 


aerials 





A1 RAPID AERIALS Plasma fitting, 
Sky repairs, same day service, free 
call out, 3 yr g’tee, oap discounts 
07960 173589 or 0800 633 5899. 


building services 


DAVIES & SON BUILDERS 

Over 35 years experience in the industry. 
All aspects of building work including: 

Extensions, Loft Conversions, Roofing, 
Driveways & Landscaping 
Call 01902 579592 or 07837 994465 


I AND F 
BRICKLAYING 
SERVICE 

Extensions, 
Garden Walls and 
All Repairs. 

25 years experience. 

Call: Ian for a 
Free quotes 
07947 380981 


building supplies 


RECLAIMED BRICKS, Tiles, 
Slates, Oakbeams, Flooring, York 
Stone. Cawarden 01889 574066. 
sales@cawardenreclaim.co.uk 


carpentry & 
joinery 


colffn^ 


• Kitchen and fitted wardrobe Specialists 
rs, floors and staircases 
Jl plastering projects catered for 
nestic and Commercial 


www.collinscarpentryandjoinery.co.uk 

0121 537 2437 / 
07903 234 137 


B & S JOINERY Six internal p 
primed doors fully fitted from £3: 
07958 552625, 07950 867972, 


carpet & upholstery j 
cleaning 


A CLASS CARPET & 
UPHOLSTERY CLEANING 

OAP discount. Recession Prices. 
Unbeatable Value: Rooms cleaned from £10 

Call Paul 07870 341089 


carpet fitters 


J suppli 

just fitted, quality samples brought 
to your home, no job too small, free 
quotes call Mark 01543 
820598/07941 619694. 


cctv 


RAPID SECURITY CCTV & alarms 
cameras, supplied and fitted, 
domestic and commercial, same 
day service, free call out. Call Robbi 
on 07960 173589/ 0800 633 5899. 


irs[ 


computer repairs 


DOES YOUR PC HAVE PROB¬ 
LEMS? Free advice, free callout, 
affordable. Open 8am-8pm. Call 
now: PC Aid 0800 234 3468. 


V_ 


conservatories 


ENERGY SEAL Conservatories 

Ltd. Orangeries, porches, doors & 
windows. Fully fitted/ supply only. 
Showroom open 9-4 mon-sat 
01902 866000 all areas covered. 


double glazing 


UPVC BACK DOORS from £299, 
front doors from £389 fitted. 
Windows/Fascia’s, 01922 442720. 


double glazing 
V_ repairs 


MISTED/BROKEN UNITS, energy 
save upgrades, faulty locks/hinges, 
5 year guarantee. 07983 704889. 


electrical 

services 


ALL ELECTRICAL work from a 
switch to a rewire. Insured, free qu¬ 
ote 01902 575570 / 07958 627434. 

ALL HOME ELECTRICS NAPIT 

registered. Fully insured. For a free 
quote call 07583 320318. 

MB ELECTRIC.CO.UK Home re¬ 
wiring from £800. NICEIC.High 
quality local service call freephone 
0800 211 8398 / 07939 503905 

SERTRONICS LTD Broken Electri¬ 
cal equipment Fixed. We repair 
most things with a plug. At home or 
bring it in to us. All major Brands 30 
years experience 01922 624412 


external | 
l rendering | 

A FULL 15 YEAR GUARANTEE on 

all rendering work. Call for a free 
quote: Call 01902 366221. 


fitted bedrooms 


AFFORDABLE BESPOKE FITTED 

Sliding Wardrobes. 07813 675526 
www.interiorsbyrobertstokes.com 


Christmas trees/wreaths 



CHRISTMAS 
W TREES * 

Nordmann Fir 
from £20 

with FREE mistletoe 
Holly Wreaths from £5. 
opp HOLLY BUSH GARDEN 
CENTRE EXIT, Jl 1 M6. 
Open 7 days a week 


flooring 


HIGH QUALITY wood, laminate, 
carpet and vinyl. All fitting guaran¬ 
teed. 01902 497708 07500 968783 


^ gas fitting ^ 


GAS ' 
SERVICES 

• Boilers 

• Cookers 

• Fires 

• Gas Checks 

• Landlord Certificates 

• Gas Leaks Traced 

Fitted, Serviced and Repaired 
Same Day Service 

Free Quotes 

DISCOUNTS FOR OAPs 

Call: 01902 366855/ 
I 07761 973975 

AA Heating & Plumbing. Install/ 
Service/ Repair all gas work. 
Kitchen/ Bathrooms:01922 660410 

^ gates j 

ALL GATES,RAILINGS, etc. Free 
quotes, also repairs & fitting. 07903 
500642 24 hours. 

DARLASTON FABS 30 years expe¬ 
rience in supplying gates and rail¬ 
ings. 07497 667752/ 07597 488290 

^ guttering 'j 


\ PROPERTY 
^ SOLUTIONS 

A*1 GUTTERING 

cleaned, repaired, replaced, facias/ 
soffits, UPVC washdowns, all roofing/ 
repointing work. Free quotes, 8am-8pm 
01902 722447 

handyman ^ 

V services 1 

DAVIES INSTALLATIONS All 

aspects of building work, plumbing, 
decking, supply & fit kitchens and 
bathrooms. Call: 07793 747829 

^ house clearancesj 


HARVEY’S HOUSE / SHOP 
CLEARANCES 

Cash waiting, Any size 
Quick, discreet 
and professional service 

Call: 07939 421862 / 01902 410433 

A1 HOUSE 
CLEARANCE 

Full, part and single 
rubbish removed. 

Garage and 
sheds cleared. 
Ercol and Teak 
furniture wanted 

Call now on: 
01922 492007 

A ABSOLUTE BEST cash price paid 
for house clearances and bereave¬ 
ments. Also removals undertaken. 

07852 172641 / 07710 360327 

YMCA REQUIRE FURNITURE Free 
Collection. Call: 01922 629562, 
01384 231714, 01902 715249. 

^ kitchen fitters ^ 

THE KITCHEN FITTER Over 15 
years experience. Call 07881 
654757 or 01543 373233. 

painters / ^ 

V decorators 

C 1 PAINTING & DECORATING 

Over 30 yrs experience.City & 
Guilds approved. Free Quotes. 
01902 683678 / 07890 879 892. 

C&D DECORATING Coving/ dado/ 
laminated flooring. Free quotes/ 
OAP discount. 07973 286288 

MFR DECORATORS. Internal/exte¬ 
rior. No job too small. Sensible 
prices. Free quotes. 07837 826372. 

^ plans prepared ^ 


ADAM DESIGN, Building Plans. 
Drawn and submitted to council. 
Tel: 01902 620200/07841 654037. 
Email: adamdesign@sky.com 

BUILDING Plans: Prepared/submit¬ 
ted. K J Bradley 01902 373248 
07792 165767. www.plans4u.co.uk 
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plumbers 


Who do you contact for all your Gas Servicing? 

• Boilers & Central Heating • Annual Services • Fires • Cookers • Landlord Certficates 


Miller Contracts Grp Ltd 
Plumbing Heating and Property Solutions 
In association with NJ Plumbing and Heating 

GAS PLUMBING &HEAHNG 

SAVE UP TO 30% ON ENERGY BILLS 

A-Rated condensing Combi Boiler, Digital Stat, Horizontal Flue, up to 7 Radiators. 
Supplied and fitted from £2,495 with up to 10 year warranty (subject to annual servicing). 


Mob: 07770652915 or 07774543335 or Tel: 01922 682552 

Email: info@millercontracts.co.uk Web: www.millercontracts.co.uk 


BLUE SWIFT GAS 

Heating and Plumbing Services. 
Safe and reliable! No job too small. 

Free quotes I All work quaranteed. 
Gas safe registered. 

01922 710291 or 07799 857586 

www.blueswiftgas.com 


plumbing & 
V_ heating 


A RELIABLE PLUMBER No job too 

small. No call out fee. Call Lee: 
07713 149278 / 01902 330351. 
PLUMBING WORK UNDERTAKEN 
No job too small or large. Call Will 
for a quote on: 07521 411108. 


plastering 


N SPEED 
PLASTERING 
LTD 

Michael 

07977481211 /IiLf 

Nigel 

07977493935 


MINT PLASTERING 

For the very best in plastering and rendering, 
full rooms inc materials from 110. Halls, 
stairs and landings from 200 

28 years experience. 

Free quotes. All work guaranteed 

01922 606503 / 07519 694516 


removals 


A & MCHEAP 
REMOVALS 

Local 

Careful Firm 
Full or Part loads 

Call Don: 
07749 941319 


A2B REMOVALS Cheap and reli¬ 
able removal service. Insured. 
07817 842980 or 01902 744829. 


Call Keith on 07867 862227 

CALL DEAN NOW: For all your 
Removal needs. 07429 453209/ 
01902 830870 / 01384 940260. 

CALL PETE - MAN WITH A VAN, 

Removals, clearances, large/small. 
01902 741546, 07899 635852. 

DJ REMOVALS house or one item. 
Affordable rates, reliable. Call: 
01902 652346 or 07912 980177. 


roofing 


A ROOFING 

main, flat, felt, firestone 
rubber, fibreglass, all 
repointing, fascias, soffits, 
gutters. Free quotes. All 
quotes beaten. 8am-8pm. 
01902 722447 . 


CLIFF NICHOLLS 


R00 fL n iu & TT--B— 

R uvber Roofing 

All Roofing and Scaffolding 
Work carried out. 

35 years experience 

Freephone 
(0800) 220 -729 


MG ROOFING Flat roofs, tiling, roof 
repairs, fascias and gutters. Call 
01902 238989 / 07580 465449. 


skip hire 


j 


QUICKA SKIPS 

Mini, Midi, 6 Yard with 
doors and Builders. 

7 days - Prompt Service 
01902 404800/ 
07983 580884 
www.quickaskips.co.uk 


A absolute affordable skip 

RUSSELL 

SKIPSO 

Mini, midi skips 
Prompt delivery / collection 
( 0121 ) 520 3388 / 07721 387990 


BOOK YOUR 
ADVERTISEMENTS 
OR FAMILY 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
ONLINE AT 

bookanad. 

expressandstar.co.uk 

and become one 
of hundreds of 
customers 
who regularly 
receive 
exclusive 
special offers 
& discounts. 



ClassifiedAds 




AFFORDABLE SKIPS 
2-50 YARD SKIPS 
AVAILABLE 
PUNJABI SPEAKERS 
MONDAY-SATURDAY 
7AM-6PM 


iHU'J jj-J-V -flj-J | 



AAA SKIP HIRE All sizes available, 
competitive prices. Call Now: 
01922 711411 or 07831 105695 


GOLDSHILL SKIPS 

Bring your own waste 
cheaper than skips. General, 
Green, Wood waste any size 
vehicle. Phone for prices: 

0121 557 3346 

GRINSELLS SKIP HIRE LTD. 

Mini, midi, maxi, large skips. Fast, 
friendly & reliable service. Monday 
to Saturday, 6 day service. Call: 
0121 555 6060. 


upholstery 

V_!_ 



MOORES UPHOLSTERY, new 

foams, re-covering, leather colour¬ 
ing etc. Free quotes. 07581 719054 

UPHOLSTERY SERVICES 3pcs/ 
springs/caravans/pubs/club/antiqu 
es. 01902 689844 / 07817 842980. 



m 


L 

Pets & 
Animals 


ALL READERS are advised to 
check if Horses have the required 
Passport information. 

LAURAS TACK BOX Still in 
NORTON CANES, Cannock. 
Everything for the Horse and rider 
Call 07949 943933/ 01543 277688. 


NOTICE TO ADVERTISERS 

Advertisers must ensure that 
they meet all necessary legal 
requirements for owning and 
using guns. 


GREYHOUNDS MAKE 
WONDERFUL PETS 

All neutered, innoculated 
and chipped. 

Call Greyhound Trust 
01922 412212 or 
www.rgtwolverhampton.co.uk 


Regptered Charity 


£ 


FOR DOGS AND Gnu o 
Open Mon to Sun 
Call 01922 476208 
Red Lane off Crab Lane 
Essington WV11 2DZ 


NOTICE TO READERS 

Please be aware that when 
purchasing a puppy there are 
some simple guidelines you can 
follow to ensure that you are not 
purchasing from a Puppy 
Farmer: 

1. Try to ensure you visit the 
puppy whilst it is still with it’s 

Mother. 

2. Do not arrange to collect a 
puppy from any other location 

than that of the breeder. 

3. Ensure that you are given any 
KC documentation, if pedigree. 
Whilst Midland News 
Association publications take 
great care to avoid publication 
of advertisements from Puppy 
Farmers we cannot accept any 

liability should readers 
purchase from this kind of 
establishment. 


CHIHUAHUA PUPPIES For sale, 
dogs only, 11 weeks, pet home, 
£200. 01922 621726. 



Business & 
L Farming 



READERS are recommended to 
take appropriate professional 
advice before entering any obli¬ 
gations. 



JH ACCOUNTING PAYROLL 

Friendly with excellent customer 
service, easy monthly payments 
available, no surprises, just results. 
07469 922819 



businesses for ^ 
_ sale _ 


CAFE DUDLEY Takings £3,200 
pwk. Price reduced to £75k. 
Call John 01902 766724 


6 

Property 



Agencies Act 1953, for an Agency 
to charge a fee simply for the regis¬ 
tration of your requirements and/or 
supplying particulars of premises to 
let. 

DARLASTON & WILLENHALL, 

Modern bedsits & flats, fully self 
contained, DSS 35+ welcome, call 
07791 476943 

LEAMORE, WALSALL, 3 Bed semi 
detached house, off road parking, 
DG, CH, DSS tenants welcome, 
call 07791 476943 


FOR SALE: 

BRAND NEW PARK HOME 


Two bedrooms, quiet residential 
site in Coven. £88,500. 
Telephone 01902 791177 


properties wanted 


Home Cash Buyer 

Sell today, sign today, complete when u wish 

Houses/Land Required 

Ring Paul 24/7local on 

07870 341 089 

Sandwell Area Call 0121 696 4154 
Walsall & Cannock Area Call 01922 432049 
Wolverhampton Call 01902 489901 
www.homecashbuyer.co.uk 


Jobs 


~r.T.is:srA:R:™ 

FORK LIFT TRUCK 

1 day refresher training 

2 day refresher training 
5 day novice training 

Instructor Training 

*€^ 1902 '730909° 


IT'S FREE 
IT'S EASY 

*Advertise any item 
FREE up to the 
value of £250go to: 

www.expressandstar.com 

/bookanad 

‘T&C’s apply 

FreeAds 


full time - general 




The Environmental Resource Group Currently have 
positions available for 

HGV Class 1 & Class 2 ADR Drivers 

We are looking for drivers with a positive, can do attitude to join 
our growing logistics department within the hazardous waste 
industry, previous experience within the industry preferred but not 
necessary, Drivers duties include the collection of hazardous waste 
from locations throughout mainland UK, filling in all associated 
paperwork to a high standard, nights out are part of the position. 
Monday to Friday with occasional weekend work 
Basic Salary, Overtime, Night Out & Bonus Scheme to be 
discussed at interview 

To apply please send your CV to nnewton@chemtechwaste.com 



FORD FIESTA Titanium, 62 reg., 
one owner, 37,000 miles, full MoT, 
full spec, mint condition. £3,995. 
07340 169011. 


MAZDA MX5 

convertible, 04 reg., long MOT, 
64,000 miles, good condition, 
bargain, 

£2,575 o.n.o. 
Telephone 07864 842076. 


PEUGEOT 3008 Sport, 2000cc 
diesel, HDi, 59 plate, 10 months 
MoT, dark blue, 100k, FSH, £4,500 
ovno. 07709 295577 Cannock. 


Miami blue, new Mot, excellent con¬ 
dition. service history £1,695 ono. 
01543 573130. 07802 694664. 

TOYOTA YARIS 2005, lady owner, 
low mileage, MoT till April 2016, 
good runner, immaculate condi¬ 
tion, £1,750 ono. 07580 998347. 

ADVERTISERS ARE 
REMINDED 

that the Business Advertise¬ 
ments (Disclosure) Order of 
1977 requires that advertise¬ 
ments must clearly 
differentiate between Private 
and Trade. 


attention, £395. 01922 492321. 


BMA 1 Evt. Here. 25 Ye^ars 

25 CARS 
UNDER £1,000 

Full MOT’S 

07956 988517 

Dale Street, Bilston, WV14 7JY 


RENAULT LAGUNA EXPRESSION 

1.9DCI, diesel, 2002, 4 months 
MoT, 138k miles, 5 doors, alloys, 
good condition, £450 ono. 

07404 341248. 


VAUXHALL CORSA LIFE 

2008, (08) 5 door 73,000 miles, 
black, alloys, electric windows, 
electric mirrors, air con, long 
mot, nice condition 

£2,695 ono. 

07773 529080. 


VW GOLF GT 2.0, V reg, 12 months 
MoT, full leather trim, very nice car 
forvear, 128,000 miles, £750 ono. 
Telephone 07730 480269. 


VAUXHALL COMBO Tour. CDTi 
1248CC, RJ55 7VT, 12 months 
MoT, 4 as new Pirelli tyres, just 
serviced. £1,300. 07546 968623. 


Homer’s 

Mini, Clio, Corsa, Fiesta, Punto, 
207, KA, Fiat 500, Yaris. 

10 Hours £89! Five Hours £50! 

2 Hours £20! All Areas Covered 
MALE & FEMALE INSTRUCTORS 
MANUAL & AUTOMATIC 
ADI/PDI REQUIRED. Gift vouchers available for £10 
07970 200066 / 01562 870050 
01384 234954 / 0121 5640090 
01902 580065 

www.homersdrivingschool.co.uk 


1ST LESSON HALF PRICE. Offers 
on block bookings. Introductory 
courses available. 07986 552131. 


NFL MOTORCYCLE TRAINING 

CBT to full licence. Call 8am - 9pm 
for deals 01902 494422. 


OUR ADVERTISERS are reminded 
that it is an offence under the Scrap 
Metal Dealers Act 2013 to buy 
scrap cars/metal for cash. 


ivicb 

TOP PRICES PAID FOR 
ALL SCRAP CARS, 
VANS, BIKES, CLASSICS 

Tel: 01902 408176 

lOOO’s of parts 
available at all times 

M0NM0RE RD. WV1 2TZ 


scrapcarbuyers.co.uk 

TOP PRICES PAID 
0800 533 51 39 
Ol 21 526 4666 
07795 535 007 


W.T.R. VAN HIRE Connects, 
Transits, Lutons with Tail lifts, 
pick-ups Open seven days. 
01902 457002/ 01384 79090. 



CROWN MOTORS guarantee best 
price for your unwanted cars/vans. 
07903 549849, 01902 597035. 


9 

Local 

Information 



LEGAL / PUBLIC NOTICES 

For convenience you 
may fax any advertising 
requirements to 

Marie Hogg on 
01902 713146 


or email marie.hogg@ 
expressandstar.co.uk 

(remember to include a 
name/contact number for 
confirmation of receipt) 


GERTRUDE MARJORIE 
THACKER (Deceased) 

Pursuant to the Trustee Act 1925 any 
persons having a claim against or an 
interest in the Estate of the afore¬ 
mentioned deceased, late of 42 Lichfield 
Road Pelsall Walsall West Midlands WS3 
4HL, who died on 31/03/2013, are 
required to send particulars thereof in 
writing to the undersigned Solicitors on or 
before 26/02/2016, after which date the 
Estate will be distributed having regard 
only to claims and interests of which they 
have had notice. 

HCB SOLICITORS LTD 

20 Lichfield Street Walsall 

West Midlands WS1 1TJ T459367 

HELEN MARJORY 
BLUNDELL (Deceased) 

Pursuant to the Trustee Act 1925 any persons 
having a claim against or an interest in the 
Estate of the aforementioned deceased, late of 
Mali Jenkins Specialist Residential Home The 
Crescent Walsall WS1 2BX, who died on 
25/09/2015, are required to send particulars 
thereof in writing to the undersigned Solicitors 
on or before 26/02/2016, after which date the 
Estate will be distributed having regard only to 
claims and interests of which they have had 
notice. 

WALLACE ROBINSON & MORGAN 

4 Drury Lane Solihull West Midlands B91 3BD 
(Ref: REN.BLUNDELL) T459074 

MARGARET MARY 
EDDOWES (Deceased) 

Pursuant to the Trustee Act 1925 any 
persons having a claim against or an 
interest in the Estate of the afore¬ 
mentioned deceased, late of Flat 1C 
Leigh Court Leigh Road Walsall West 
Midlands WS4 2DT, who died on 
24/03/2014, are required to send 
particulars thereof in writing to the 
undersigned Solicitors on or before 
26/02/2016, after which date the Estate 
will be distributed having regard only to 
claims and interests of which they have 
had notice. 

HCB SOLICITORS LTD 

20 Lichfield Street Walsall 

West Midlands WS1 1TJ T459460 


10 

Personals 



Xyl 

An^ids 

lit l«d> IM MNM.I ■ 

NWMdi 

• AAi I vti • <*f. i m 

UM 9 FtvtMt* !►*# 
•Midi wu mi 


BRITISH INDIAN MAN 

WLTM, English female, similar 
age, for dating nights in / out. 
Enjoys travelling, pictures and 
pubs. 

Box Number P20162, 
Express and Star, 
Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, WV1 1 ES. 


CHAMELEONS for like minded 
adults - singles / couples. 7 days a 
week. 9am - late. Mon Bisexual 
day. 2 mins from J9 / J10 M6. 0121 
5686117. www.chameleons.ee 



HELLO MR MAGIC 

Love you loads and loads and 
loads. 

Why and when. 

Love, Mrs Magic. 

XXX 



★ ★★ 

IS THERE A CLASSY LADY 

With old fashioned values from 
nice Family, 28-38, looking for a 
man of good upstanding, 6ft, 
well built, very much self 
motivated, who has been let 
down in the past. 

Time to move forward with the 
right person. 

Box Number P20163, 
Express and Star, 
Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, WV1 1 ES. 

★ ★★ 


SINCERE MATURE GENT 

WLTM a younger male, 20-40 
for friendship. Can accommo¬ 
date, may interests, GSOH. 

Box Number P20166 , 
Express and Star, 
Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, WV1 1 ES. 


THE GREENHOUSE SPA For 

Gay/Bisexual men. Jacuzzi & Rest¬ 
rooms on site. Open 7 days a week. 
2 mins J9/J10 M6. Call 0121 568 
6126. www.gay-sauna.com 

HAVE YOU CHECKED your adver¬ 
tisement today? We would respect¬ 
fully remind advertisers that it is 
their responsibility to inform the 
publishers of any mistakes or inac¬ 
curacies on the first day of publica¬ 
tion. 


Walsall Council, Planning and Building Control 

Town and Country Planning Act 1990 (as amended) Planning (Listed 
Buildings and Conservation Areas) act 1990 Development Management 
Procedure Order 2010 (as amended) 

The below applications have been made to the Walsall Council. 
Applications can be viewed at First Stop Shop, Civic Centre, Walsall 
or online www.walsall.gov.uk/planning. Representations can be made 
online, email: planningservices@walsall.gov.uk or in writing to Head of 
Planning and Building Control, Civic Centre, Darwall Street, Walsall, 
WS1 IDG. Representations should be made within 21 days of the date 
of this notice.Please note: Your letter and personal details will form part 
of the planning file which is a public document and will be available for 
inspection at the Council Offices. The information may be released as 
part of a request under the Freedom of Information Act. 

15/1838 Walsall Bescot Pradera Limited FOR: VARIATION OF 
CONDITION 5(D) OF PLANNING PERMISSION BC42920P TO 
ALLOW AN EXTENDED RANGE OF NON-FOOD GOODS TO BE 
SOLD. AT: UNIT 3, BESCOT RETAIL PARK, BESCOT CRESCENT, 
WALSALL, WS1 4SB 

15/1829 Marcity Homes Ltd FOR: AMENDMENTS TO PERMISSIONS 
10/0763/FL, 11/1364/FL AND 13/0137/FL TO SUBSTITUTE 15 

APARTMENTS WITH 6 HOUSES. AT: NORFOLK PLACE/BLOXWICH 
ROAD, WALSALL 

15/1588 Badrul Islam FOR: RETROSPECTIVE APPLICATION FOR 
CHANGE OF USE OF GARAGE TO A 1 BEDREOOM APARTMENT 
AND 1 STUDIO APARTMENT, ON-SITE PARKING AND ERECTION 
OF CANOPY AND SHED. AT: 117, HIGH STREET, BLOXWICH, 
WALSALL, WS3 3JZ 

*15/1739 ALDRIDGE HOMES LIMITED FOR: DEMOLITION OF 
EXISTING OFFICE BUILDING AND REDEVELOPMENT OF 
BUILDER’S MERCHANTS BY WAY OF THE ERECTION OF 4NO. 
DWE LLT NOHOIISES WITH ASSOCIATED WORKS. AT: BUILDING 
AND GARDEN SUPPLIES LTD, ERDINGTON ROAD, ALDRIDGE, 
WALSALL, WS9 0SB 

The application marked * does not accord with the provisions of 
the development plan for the area. 
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YOUR regional dating service, run by the 
dating experts who have been established 
since 1990. REAL people in YOUR region 


Place your advert call: 

0844 381 5936 

and follow the simple instructions 

To Place your ad 
by text 

Simply text REG followed by 
your first name, date of birth, 
area and your advert (max 155 
characters) and send to 80098 
FREE Standard Network rates apply. 


To Reply to members 
from your landline call: 

0906 500 3955 

calls cost £1.55 per min plus your 
phone company's access charge. 

Have the adverts 6-digit box no 
written down and do key-it-in 
promptly when asked. Don't forget 
to leave contact details for replies. 


Or Text... reply 26 (leave space) 

box number (leave space) and then enter your 
message & send to 80098 eg: REPLY26 
123456 hi get in touch... then send to 80098 
Successfully forwarded messages cost £1.50 
per message (Max 160 characters). You must 
exchange 7 messages each before you can 
swap contact details. Messages may be mod¬ 
erated for your safety and security. 


Date ONLINE 


YOU can now 
date online or 
via your mobile 

Simply VISIT 



Dates in YOUR region 


Been left a message? 
Pickup your replies: 

0906 500 3957 


US calls cost £1.55 per min plus your 

phone company's access charge. 

http://dating.expressandstar.com 


THE biggest UK on-line database of 17 million UK REAL users waiting to meet you., visit., http://datil19-6xpressandstar.com 


Women seeking men 


REMEMBER: Calls cost El .55 per 
minute plus your phone company’s ac¬ 
cess charge. Texts cost £1.50 per mes¬ 
sage received. 


SAMANTHA, 42yrs, seeks gent for festive 
season, doesn’t want to be along again. 
Age/looks unimportant, GSOH essential. 
Box: 4140774. Text only. 

YVONNE, single mum, happy with life, but 
would like to meet someone to share fun 
times with. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
420269 0 

KATIE 35yrs, slender well educated brunette 
seeks no strings mutual pleasure with gent 
40+ Must be discreet, married or single. 
ACA. Tel: 0906 515 3003 Box 419673 
JACKIE lonely and looking for male 
company, 48-65. Need a bit of love and 
affection? Then I’m your girl, call me. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 418169 0 
DISCREET man wanted by married lady for 
no strings fun. I'm called Sarah and am 37yrs. 
Pis call, ACA. Tel No: 0906 515 3007 Box 
418167 

LYN, 43, divorced very lonely single mum, 
young looking, slim, attractive, WLTM similar 
male for companionship. Age/looks/Status 
unimportant. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
418795 0 

JANE, young 41, very broadminded seeks 
chap any age for discreet no strings fun, any 
age, no time wasters ACA. Tel: No: 0906 515 
3011 Box:409715 

SUSANNAH, 48, curvy female, romantic, 
warm and cuddly, seeks similar kind male for 
a loving relationship with lots of cuddles and 
kisses. Looks unimportant. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 417341 0 
MAUREEN, discreet sensual lady, 42yrs 
seeks daytime fun at her home. ACA. Tel: 
0906 515 3015 Box: 405297 
LUCY, 32, blonde, tall and slim, looking for a 
casual fling, nothing serious. Discretion 
needed and assured. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 420237 

SOPHIA young 40yrs, married but bored, 
seeks discreet adult fun, any area, all calls 
answered. Tel: 0906 515 3019 Box: 413399 


JANE, 47, voluptuous female, long hair, 
brown eyes, generous curves, would love to 
spend cosy nights in with that special male. 
Age/looks unimportant. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 417985 0 
I CATHY, 42, good looking brunette with a real 
passion for life, seeking male for happy times, 

| dates, chats, romance and more. Pis call. Tel 
No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 420175 0 
TARA 22 tall slim but curvy with legs that go 
all the way up to heaven, WLTM very 
appreciative confident male for adult fun. 
Contact me anytime. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 414701 0 

FEMALE, dark haired 5'10, curvy, likes i 
reading, walking, cinema, seeks male 40-50 
for lasting relationship. Text only to Mailbox | 
no:5077545 

PROFESSIONAL black female age ~52, 

enjoys evenings and days out, would like to 
meet similar Midlands male. Text only to 
Mailbox no: 5315901 


68YR old widow, attractive, seeks sincere, 
N/S male, likes reading, meals out and walks. 
West Midlands. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No:414773 


JULES, sensitive tactile, curvy brunette, 
hopeless romantic, seeks tall, loving male for 
fun, friendship and possible LTR. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 419033 0 


thinks he can keep up. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 418369 0 


TALL attractive male, 55, would like to meet 
older mature women 60 to 75 for close 
discreet fun. You only live once. Text only to 
Mailbox no: 4347071 


JULIA 47, looking for genuine, reasonably 
attractive male friend, may to lead to more. 
Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 419695 0 
LADY Penelope seeks her very own Parker 
(47-58) to go on a voyage of discovery and 
romance. Text only to Mailbox no: 4550237 
BLACK lady seeks white male over 60, any 
location, for friendship and hopefully a lot 
more. Text only to Mailbox no: 4256384 


VIRGINIA, outgoing social female, 24, tall 
slim and attractive, looking for fun times, 
maybe more. Can accommodate/travel. Tel 
No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 418845 0 
HEATHER, well travelled solvent brunette 
looking to share a large glass of wine and 
whatever follows with affectionate man friend. 
Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 419031 0 


EILEEN, slim green eyed brunette likes 
meals out and cosy nights in, seeks tall male 
who would make her laugh and brighten up 
her day. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
418347 0 

FEMALE fun brunette, attractive, 26, seeking 
male for friendship, maybe more. Tel No: 

0906 500 3955 Box No: 416287 0 


CHARLENE, 24, petite curvy young blonde 
seeks similar cheeky, fun loving guy for lots 
of fun and loving. ACA. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 419597 0 


PAULINE, 49yrs, very attractive, curvy 
divorcee, affectionate and fun, seeks laid 
back, sincere male for an uncomplicated, 
loving relationship. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 418925 0 

LADY young at heart, nice eyes, seeks man 
42-52 with good sense of humour. Text only 
to Mailbox No: 4881572 


FEMALE seeking gent 55-70, down to earth, 
nice and intelligent who knows how to treat a 
lady. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
417195 0 

YOUNG early 40's female, GSOH, kind, 
caring, considerate, seeks male for 
friendship, possible romance. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 410847 0 


I am an easygoing guy looking for a female 
55-66 for a meaningful relationship. I am very 
sincere and honest. Text only to Mailbox 
no:5326234 

MALE, 70, retired from NHS, seeking a lady 
for friendship and companionship. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 420147 0 
WIDOWER 70 plus, seeking female for 
friendship. Love me love my dog. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 417439 
VERY useful, attractive 58 yr old, GSOH, six 
foot tall, nice build, n/s, genuine, tactile, fit 
and sporty, looking for a women for nights in 
and out. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
420135 0 



CATHY, 42, good looking brunette with a real 
passion for life, seeking male for happy times, 
dates, chats, romance and more. Pis call. Tel 
No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 420073 0 


JOANNA, 36, petite, auburn haired female, 
lovely figure seeks loving older male for fun 
nights out and cosy nights in. Maybe more. 

Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 419595 0 


FEMALE fun brunette, attractive, 26, seeking 

male for friendship, maybe more. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 416287 
MAGGIE, 72 yrs young, good sense of 
humour, well presented, WLTM kind, sincere 
chappie to share coffee and a chat. Text only 
to Mailbox no: 5310040 
LOUISE 35, dark hair, blue eyes, attractive 
ex air hostess, looking for fun times with older 
male for romantic nights in and more. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 420043 0 
FRANCES, 45, busty female, loves nights 
in/out, seeking uncomplicated male who can 
occupy my free time for quality 
companionship. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No:420003 0 


SHARON 32, attractive black single mum of 
one, very tactile and passionate, WLTM male 
45-65yrs for fun meets. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 419579 0 
MARIE, 43, fun blue-eyed brunette, fit and 
active, seeks similar male to have a laugh 
with. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
419417 0 

KAREN 50, widow, likes swimming, horse 
riding, keep fit, clay pigeon shooting, GSOH, 
N/S, non drinker, seeks male. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 415211 


VIRGINIA, outgoing social female, 24, tall 
slim and attractive, looking for fun times, 
maybe more. Can accommodate/travel. Tel 
No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 418845 0 
LOOKING for the right chemistry with country 
loving gent who like me is looking for some 
extra fun in their life. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 418843 0 

JAN 35yr old blue eyed blonde, outgoing, 
friendly, WLTM passionate guy to share good 
wine, good conversation, flirting and fun 
times. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
418609 0 

ATTRACTIVE professional lady, widow, 50's, 
likes walks, sight seeing, theatre, meals out, 
seeks genuine, professional gent, 5ft 9ins 
plus to make life more enjoyable. Tel No: 

0906 500 3955 Box No: 418615 


CAROL 49, attractive, green eyed blonde, 
honest warm hearted, n/s with GSOH likes 
cinema, music, walking, meals out and travel 
seeking similar male. Text only to Mailbox 
No:4283683 

FEMALE, 50, short blond hair, blue eyes, 5ft 
10, slim build, looking for a man 50- 55 with 
salt and pepper hair and GSOH. Text only to 
Mailbox No: 4435776 

HEATHER, 34, single very attractive 
brunette, sensual and interesting, looking to 
add to life’s experiences and adventures with 
professional male. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 418193 0 


Men seeking women 


CURVY, farm girl at heart, 32, 5ft 10, single 
mum, caring, kind, shy, likes walks, cooking 
WLTM tactile male farmer for LTR. Text only 
to Mailbox no: 5067001 


MARY, pretty, friendly, lots of fun, lives in 

Kidderminster, loves the theatre, opera, 
ballet, WLTM a lovely, charming, funny, 
genuine guy, 30s, to settle down with. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 419883 0 

LOU, 45, lives in Shrewsbury, WLTM a lady 
between 42-49 with blue eyes, must be kind, 
caring and funny to mend my broken heart, 
someone who likes to curl up on the sofa for 
cozy nights in. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No: 419855 0 
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FEMALE medium build, blonde hair, 5ft 5ins, 
seeks male, 50-58, GSOH, loving, caring and 
understanding. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No:415429 

WIDOW 50, blonde hair, GSOH, 5ft 5ins, 
slim, seeks male. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 415767 

MARIE, 43, fun blue-eyed brunette, fit and 
active, seeks similar male to have a laugh 

with. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
419417 0 

FEMALE 50’s, 5ft 5ins, blonde hair, blue 
eyes, slim, seeks gent with GSOH, loving, 
caring and understanding. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 415871 
BLUE eyed female, blonde hair, slim, GSOH, 
loving, caring, understanding, seeking similar 
male, 55-55. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 


JAN 35yr old blue eyed blonde, outgoing, 
friendly, WLTM passionate guy to share good j 
wine, good conversation, flirting and fun 
times. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: | 
418609 0 

SENSUAL tactile, attractive female, long 
blonde hair, blue eyes, loves travel, 
wining/dining, WLTM genuine male for 
mutual companionship. Looks unimportant. 

Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 418587 0 
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SARAH, curvaceous brunette, 35, 
passionate nature, solvent, OHAC, WLTM 
date again, looking for male to take me out. 
Looks/Age unimportant. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 420207 0 


FREYA 24yr old single mum, looking for male 
for free time frolics, call me if you're 
interested, it could be fun! Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 419851 0 


FELICITY, 38yrs, attractive, petite but 
shapely lady seeks gent for indoor activities! 
Age/looks/marital status unimportant but 
must be discreet and non demanding. Tel: 
0906 515 3023 Box 420235 


LISA 38 slim attractive blonde, looking for a 

man who will appreciate a feminine, 
fashionable, fun, romantic sensual woman 
with a mind of her own. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 419839 0 


AMANDA, 36, tall, slim, busty brunette seeks 
man, any age, any area, for discreet daytime 
fun. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 418117 
CAROL Ann, sensitive slim brunette very 
romantic seeks tall handsome male for fun, 
friendship and lots of TLC. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 419385 0 
KIRSTEN, 36, attractive, blonde and very 
bored, seeking open-minded decent male for 
fun/friendship, 40-60yrs. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 419383 0 
VAL 41, pretty, cuddly, flirty, seeks similar fun 
loving male for an uncomplicated no strings 
relationship. Age/looks unimportant. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 416601 0 
MID naughty forties female looking fun, thrills 
and discreet meets, give me a call, you wont 
be disappointed. Any age with own 
accommodation. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No: 409109 0 

DIVORCED female, attractive, sensual by 
nature, OHAC, bored with own company, 
looking to make life a little more exciting with 
likeminded man. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No: 419219 0 
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KELLY young attractive vivacious 48yr old 
lady, loves good food, cosy nights in/out, 
holidays etc, WLTM male for mutual 
companionship Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No: 420195 0 


SARAH 38, slim, nice looking, sensual, 

tactile, no ties, WLTM kind, loving male to 
enjoy affectionate relationship. Any 
age/looks. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
4198210 


39 yr old independent single Mom, knows the 
benefit of having a good man in the picture. 

Text only to Mailbox no: 5084796 


PAT 66, attractive, N/S, likes reading, nights 

out, seeks gent for friendship, days out and 
more. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
418277 0 


CUSTOMER SUPPORT 

Call 0207 720 7130 Monday - Friday 10am - 4pm 
or email us at support@jmediauk.co.uk 


LINDA, 47, brown-eyed blonde, caring, 
loving and honest, many interests, seeks 
genuine male to share lonely evenings with. 
Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 417211 0 
JOYCE, affectionate sensitive widow, bit of a 
romantic, seeks loving male for lots of TLC. 
Looks unimportant, it’s what's in the heart that 
matters. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
419143 0 

DEBBIE, 29, looking for mature professional 
fun guy, 40-50 to spend good times with. Call 
me, you have nothing to lose. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 419075 0 
FEMALE fun brunette, attractive, 26, seeking 
male for friendship, maybe more. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 416287 0 


BROKEN hearted lady 39 seeks loving male 
to mend heart age 39/40. Text only to 
Mailbox No: 4869116 

KAY, very young 45, fit and active, no ties, 
seeks similar young at heart, fun male for fun 
meets. Age/Status/looks unimportant. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 418577 0 
VIVACIOUS strawberry blonde who knows 
just what she wants, looking for caring male 
for spontaneous fun relationship. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 418445 0 
WENDY, 40, slim, fit, bubbly female looking 
to meet a tall, slim, fit, mature male who 
thinks he can keep up. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 418369 0 
JO 55, curvy redhead, loves eating out, 
theatre, travel, looking for middle-aged prince 
charming to sweep me off my feet. Text only 
to Mailbox No: 4464905 
GENUINE lady looking for genuine male, age 
58-60, for friendship and to have a laugh with. 
So if that's you would love to hear from you. 
Text only to Mailbox No: 4537136 
PAT 66, attractive, N/S, likes reading, nights 
out, seeks gent for friendship, days out and 
more. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
418277 0 

68YR old widow, attractive, seeks sincere, 
N/S male, likes reading, meals out and walks. 
West Midlands. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No:414773 


WAYNE, 40, cheeky, good career, likes gym. 
Looking for a lady who likes stimulating 
conversation and times. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 419829 
DARREN, 44, slim build, dark brown hair, 
green eyes, seeks genuine female for 
friendship, maybe more. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 418809 0 
COLIN 48, seeks cuddly large big beautiful ' 
woman 45 to 55 for LTR, love, romance, 
hopefully likes cuddles, kisses, holding 
hands. Text only to Mailbox no: 5308886 
52YRS old guy genuine down to earth 
looking for Mrs right for nights in and out, 
walking, cooking, lives life to the full. Text 
only to Mailbox no: 5331215 
MALE looking to meet a nice lady for fun 
times to spend with. I am 72 and would like 
to meet a lady between 60 and 70. Text only 
to Mailbox no: 5332896 
PHILLIP, 29 years old, 5ft 11 ins, stocky build, 
green eyes, friendly, GSOH, seeks genuine 
friendly n/s female for friendship, possible 
relationship. Text only to Mailbox no: 
5335424 

PHIL, 58, slim, OHAC, from Wolverhampton, 
looking for a fun lady for a no-strings 
relationship. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
420265 0 

GENUINE 56yr old male, divorced, OHAC, 
looking for nice lady for friendship, maybe 
more. Wolverhampton. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 405551 
CARING male, 57, OHAC, looking for female, 
any race, status and age for no strings 
discreet fun. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
411461 

STEVE 39, 5ft 9ins, medium build, likes 
walks, seeks female, slim-medium build, 
single mum welcome. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 396709 

PHIL 55, divorced, 5ft lOins, slim, OHAC, 
seeks female, 18 plus for discreet adult fun. 
Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 401875 
GENUINE male, 58, OHAC, looking for fun 
lady for no strings fun. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 417601 PHIL 57, OHAC, 
discreet, seeks no strings fun with younger 
female. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
414991 

ADVENTUROUS 35yr old, slim, dark hair, 
likes music, cycling and photography, seeks 
female for friendship, maybe more. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 417235 0 
MATURE male, 50, medium-build, varied 
interests, seeks true Christian female, 35-45, 
who enjoys evenings in and dining out, for 
friendship or possibly more. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 419283 0 


COLIN, five foot eight, blue eyes, bundle of 
fun to be around, likes growing fuchsias for 
showing, vintage tractor for showing, 
weekends away, going out and staying in 
WLTM a lady for friendship/LTR. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 420089 0 
STEVE 39, 5ft 9ins, medium build, likes 
walks, seeks female, slim-medium build, 
single mum welcome. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 396709 

6FT well built guy, nicely groomed looking for 
fun intimate nights or day with slim/medium 
build attractive lady 35-55. Text only to 
Mailbox no: 5132460 

I ALAN, 56 year old builder, muscular build, 

, five foot ten, fit, likes the gym, pubs, clubs 
and days out, seeks female with similar 
interests. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 

1 419975 0 

ATTRACTIVE, fit, sporty, tactile, youthful 
black male seek relationship with lady. N/S. 

Text only to Mailbox no: 4851641 
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MALE 45yrs old, self-employed motor 
trader/mechanic, medium build, green eyes, 
average looks. I am a nice genuine and 
honest person looking for similar lady to 
share a honest permanent relationship and 
happy times. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No: 418709 0 

MIKE late 60's fit, active, genuine and 
generous, very passive seeks assertive lady 
any age / looks for mutual benefits. Text only 
to Mailbox no: 4747481 
STOCKY, bold, unhappily married man, 
seeks similar very discreet female for exciting 
rendezvous. Text only to Mailbox no: 
4757315 

ATTRACTIVE tall black male would like to 
meet female for day time fun and discreet 
meetings, any age or location. Text only to 
Mailbox no: 5077442 

MATURE male, 50, medium-build, varied 
interests, seeks true Christian female, 35-45, 
who enjoys evenings in and dining out, for 
friendship or possibly more. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 419283 0 
GENTLEMAN, 57, slightly mad but not bad, 
who will make you ever so glad that you 
answered his ad! Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 419307 0 

JAMES GSOH, likes theatre, meals out, 
socialising, seeking easy going female, 35- 

55. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
417469 0 

PETE 47, enjoys walking, meals out, seeks 
female, age/looks/status unimportant, with 
similar interests for adult fun text only. Text 
only to Mailbox no: 5063152 
MALE 60s WLTM genuine fun lady, 50/60s 
nights in or out, likes swimming, walks, 
music, good food etc for friendship or more. 
Text only to Mailbox no: 4852727 
TIM, easygoing honest male, discreet, 
uninhibited, seeks similar non-conformist 
averagely attractive, N/S female up to 65. 
Notts. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
375065 

LEE, 50, seeking an Asian female for discreet 
fun and maybe more. Dudley area. Tel No: 

0906 500 3955 Box No: 419401 0 


Men seeking men 


Bl male, single widower, 58, seeks gay male 
friends near Tamworth. Text only to Mailbox 
no:4355756 

Bl curious Gloucester guy 36, slim, married, 
WLTM gay or bi male aged 60 to 75 for fun 
times. Text only to Mailbox no: t 


WIDOWER, quiet, easygoing, slim, 5ft 7 tall, 
smart, varied interests, seeks slimish lady, 50 
to 65 yrs for caring relationship. Text only to 
Mailbox no: 4906469 

TIM, easygoing honest male, discreet, 
uninhibited, seeks similar non-conformist 
averagely attractive, N/S female up to 65. 

Notts. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 

375065 

SUBMISSIVE 44year old WLTM dominant 

female 25-30 years who enjoys role play with 
friendship and maybe possible relationship. 

Text only to Mailbox no: 5084114 
COLIN 61, lorry driver, 5'10", blue eyes, kind 
hearted, romantic, hobbies include growing 
fuchsia's for showing and I have a vintage 
tractor that I play with from time to time. 

Looking for similar who's up for a lot of fun. 

Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 418463 0 
MARK 40, 5ft 9ins, brown hair/eyes, 
attractive, good looking, OHAC/business, .. , 

likes walks day trips, cinema, seeks similar enliven,ng/enhghtening coffee chats likes 
female. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: ^untrys'de animate etc. Text only to 
Mailbox No: 4860241 


Bl male would like to meet same. 60 to 80 
yrs. Must be able to accommodate. Coventry 
or Birmingham. Text only to Mailbox no: 
4931168 

TALL male 57, seeks older male 60 to 80 for 
adult fun. Text only to Mailbox no: 4347071 
TOM young 59 attractive male, decent 
looking, fit, slimmish, good company & fun 
loving with many interests, seeking similar 
male. Text only to Mailbox no: 4926340 


Women seeking Women 


LONELY mother seeks female friends for 


PROFESSIONAL male, 41, own business, 
likes to enjoy life, clubs, pubs, cinema, gym, 
seeks similar female. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 360283 

GENT 55, slightly mad, but not bad, will make 
you glad you answered his ad! Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 408973 
PAUL 50yrs, Birmingham, with own house 
and own car, I have a good sense of humour 
and I like going out, I'm looking for the right 
girl for friendship/relationship. Call me when 
you can. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
418465 0 


ATTRACTIVE full figure bi lady 58 seeks 
female of similar age for fun times. Cotswold 
area. Text only to Mailbox No: 4636475 
36YR attractive black curvy female seeking 
boyish female local for relationship. Text only 
to Mailbox No: 4483526 

Friends 


LUKE 60's, seeking young Asian friend, 20- 
30's to socialise with. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 414841 0 


CALL CHARGES*: DATING 18+ and have the bill payer’s permission. 0844 calls cost 7 pence per min, 090 calls cost £1.55 per min, plus your phone company’s access charge. Calls are recorded and may appear on your bill. TEXT*: Text alerts are charged at £1.50 per week. To unsubscribe to text alerts, text DATING STOP 
to 63333. To cancel free match alerts, text STOP to 07781474042. For full T&Cs go to www.localdates-terms.co.uk/. REPLY BY TEXT*: 80098/89990 costs £1.50 per SMS received (max 150 characters). Guaranteed up to 4 messages for each message you send, Service only available where phone icon shown. Messages are 
moderated. Minimum 7 messages must be sent before contact details can be exchanged. This service is not computer generated. All messages are responded to by real service users. No meetings can be guaranteed. If arranging a meeting be sure to choose a public space and do not give personal details to people you have 
not met. To STOP text stop to 80098/89990. Service provided by No Goats Ltd. Help: 0207 720 7130. ALL SERVICES*: By texting any shortcode you consent to the owner of that shortcode sending you the occasional marketing message. To opt out of receiving these send NO INFO to 80098. DATA PROTECTION: Service 
provided by JMedia UK Ltd, SW4 7BX, 0207 720 7130. We will collect the details you provide and may send you details of other services and events operated by us. We may pass your details onto this newspaper for marketing or PhonePayPlus for regulatory purposes. Advertisers may come from our national database and 
from our pdc app. w/c 14/12/15 





















































































































































Christmas 
period will 
define run, 
says Garde 

VILLA boss Remi Garde conced¬ 
ed his side’s next three games 
are likely to define their season 
after his former club Arsenal con¬ 
demned them to their 15th con¬ 
secutive Premier League match 
without victory. 

The rock-bottom Villans are 
eight points adrift of safety - and 
still six from just climbing one 
place - having accumulated a mere 
six points from their opening 16 
games of the season. 

And with matches to come 
against relegation rivals Newcas¬ 
tle, Norwich and Sunderland over 
Christmas, Garde knows his side 
must start picking up victories, 
and quickly. 

“Probably, we will have to win 
if we want to be safe,” said Garde, 
who recalled Jack Grealish to the 
squad after dropping him for two 
games for partying after a 4-0 de¬ 
feat to Everton last month. 

“We can still be safe but we are 
coming into a period where we 
have to win. 

“I see this situation as more of 
an opportunity than a problem, 
but we have to be ready. I still be¬ 
lieve we are capable of winning the 
next game. 

“I enjoy working in this league. 

“We are struggling, I still ha¬ 
ven’t won a game and I’m very 
frustrated but I know in football 
you can change things with work.” 

An early penalty decision 
against right-back Alan Hutton 
- which referee Kevin Friend de¬ 
liberated over for several seconds 
before finally pointing to the spot - 
set Villa on their way to a club-re- 
cord 15th consecutive league 
match without victory. 


O’Driscoll is 
willing to look 
at Banks’s job 

FANS’ favourite Sean O’Driscoll 
would be willing to speak to Walsall 
regarding their vacant manager’s 
job - but has not been approached 
by the club. 

Reports claim the former Doncas¬ 
ter Rovers boss is keen on the va¬ 
cancy made available following Dean 
Smith’s departure to Brentford. 
However, the 58-year-old has not 
submitted a formal application nor 
has he spoken to any club officials. 

O’Driscoll is looking to relaunch 
his managerial career after leav¬ 
ing high-profile coaching roles with 
England under-19s and Liverpool. 
He is friends with former Walsall 
number two Richard O’Kelly who 
left with Smith last week. 

O’Driscoll and O’Kelly have a 
close affinity following their suc¬ 
cessful time together at Doncaster 
where they won promotion from 
League One and stabilised the club 
in the Championship. 

And through that relationship, 
O’Driscollhas watched the Saddlers 
on numerous occasions this season. 

Disruption 
as weather 
hits leagues 

THE weekend’s wet weather cut a 
swathe through non-league fixtures 
with numerous matches postponed. 

Among them was Rushall Olym¬ 
pic’s Evo-Stik Northern Premier 
game at home to Ilkeston and the 
First Division One South matches 
featuring Tividale, away to Gresley, 
and Chasetown who were due to 
play at Basford United. 

The West Midlands Regional 
League also suffered. 

The weather hit a host of matches 
which had to be called off including 
these Premier Division fixtures: 
AFC Bridgnorth v Gornal Athletic, 
Bromyard v Stone Old Alleynians, 
Black Country Rangers v Willenhall, 
Dudley Sports v Wolverhampton 
Casuals, Dudley Town v Smethwick 
Rangers and Shawbury United v 
Tipton Town. 


weather washes out main match 


THE recent heavy rains forced Walsall to postpone 
their league match at Delves Road at the weekend. 

They will now play Bridgnorth, the league leaders, 
on January 2. This Saturday they travel to Cheshire 
to face Crewe & Nantwich. 

The United, however, did manage to play their 
league match at Bridgnorth. 

They were involved in a free flowing game of rugby 
despite the heavy conditions. 

All the scoring was done during the first half 
when the hosts established, what was to be, a 12-8 
match-winning lead. 

Tim Hucknall scored Walsall’s try and Richard 
Hodgess kicked a penalty. But the visitors were 


guilty of squandering scoring chances which eventu¬ 
ally deprived them of a useful league win. 

Barkers Butts U-16s 10 Walsall U-16s 7 

Walsall were grateful for a rearranged fixture with 
Barkers Butts on Sunday. 

They travelled to Coventry with a much depleted 
squad. 

The game was a very tight affair with both sides 
defending very well and the conditions making sure 
that there were quite a few spilled balls. 

Although there were chances for both teams dur¬ 
ing the first half, neither side troubled the scorer. 
Walsall did manage to cross the Barker’s line but 
they were held up. 


The second half started well for the hosts, as a 
kick ahead was collect and a try was scored in the 
corner. 

Walsall came back strongly and following a fairly 
long period of pressure, they managed to breach the 
defence. 

A break by Jamie Harding was supported by Nico 
Watkins who went on to score by the posts. 

He then converted his own try. The game came 
to an end with Walsall camped on the Barkers line. 

The hosts scored a try wide out. 

Bridgnorth U-15s 43 Walsall U-15s 10 

This was a match in which both teams played 
some very good rugby. 



Willenhall RUFC 8 Wednesbury RUFC 11 
WEDNESBURY finally managed 
to get their first win of the season, 
beating local rivals Willenhall. 

This was a game both sides needed and 
wanted to win, a great game played out in 
atrocious weather, heavy rain and strong 
winds made kicking almost impossible. 

It took Wednesbury 12 minutes to get the first 
score. Dan Till who had already missed a couple 
of kicks managed to get a penalty through the 
posts. 

Within five minutes Till added a second pen¬ 
alty using the wind to bend the ball through the 
posts. 

With old campaigners such as Gary Page, Dan 
Blake and Kevin Ferris using all their experi¬ 
ence, along with the skill of the younger players 
Jordan Allwood and Alex Love, Wednesbury kept 
Willenhall on the back foot and restricted their 
opportunities. 

However, with the conditions and a tight Wil¬ 
lenhall defence it took Wednesbury most of the 
first half to get a try scoring opportunity. 

With just five minutes of the half remaining 
Wednesbury were awarded a try near to the Wil¬ 
lenhall line. 

Dominance 

Using their dominance in the scrum they 
drove the home side backwards towards the try 
line, Jordan Allwood picked up the ball and dived 
over, no conversion. 

With the weather deteriorating the second half 
was always going to be difficult Willenhall were 
kicking down the slope with the wind in their 
favour. 

It took just 10 minutes for Willenhall to take 
advantage of the conditions, having put a kick 
towards the Wednesbury line their defence mis¬ 
judged it and dropped the ball allowing the home 
side to pick it up and drive over, no conversion. 

Wednesbury were forced to make changes 
through injuries, prop Kevin Ferris left and was 
replaced by Luke Pittaway. 

With 15 minutes left Willenhall were awarded 
a penalty which successfully converted, this 
made for a very tight finish to the game. Willen¬ 
hall threw everything at Wednesbury. 

The Wednesbury defence battled to keep the 
home side at bay, as they forced their way up 
field. 

Willenhall used the wind kicking the ball back 
deep into the Wednesbury half but their defence 
was resolute and kept Willenhall out of the scor¬ 
ing. 
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Gary Rowett’s men frustrated their hosts and ended a losing streak into the bargain 


Middlesbrough 0 Blues 0 

BLUES ended their three-match 
losing streak in the Champion¬ 
ship with a battling draw at pro¬ 
motion-chasing Middlesbrough. 

Gary Rowett’s side frustrated 
second-placed Boro to claim their 
first point in over a month, deny¬ 
ing the Teessiders their fourth 
consecutive league win. 

Aitor Karanka’s men man¬ 


aged to keep hold of their auto¬ 
matic promotion spot, but David 
Nugent was sent off late on to 
round off a disappointing after¬ 
noon. 

Boro started brightly and al¬ 
most took the lead in the second 
minute when Emilio Nsue burst 
forward down the right before 
laying off for Adam Clayton, 
whose delicate chip was turned 


round the post by Blues goal¬ 
keeper Tomasz Kuszczak. 

City pushed forward shortly 
after and once Boro failed to clear 
a cross, the ball fell to Stephen 
Gleeson whose shot skidded just 
wide. 

City should have taken the lead 
in the 80th minute but Dimi Kon- 
stantopoulos did well to block De- 
marai Gray’s close-range effort. 


Win puts Wood into the semi-final 


Walsall Senior Cup 

Wolverhampton Casuals 2 Walsall Wood 4 

WALSALL Wood became the first team to make the 
semi-final of this season’s Walsall Senior Cup with 
this win over West Midland League Premier opposi¬ 
tion, Wolverhampton Casuals. 

Ben Birch put Wood ahead just before the break 
only for Casuals to equalise through Liam Hughes 
on 53 minutes. 

Goals from Drew Aiton, Corey Currithers and 
Louis Harris put Wood through before Hughes 
scored his second on 83 minutes. 

Wood put Casuals under pressure from the start, 
keeper James Scarrett pushing away a low drive 
from skipper Harry Harris on two minutes, then a 
minute later making a full-length save from a Dan 
Griffiths first time daisy cutter. 

He could only watch when Lewis Taylor Boyce 
wide on the right found Drew Aiton on the right 
edge of the box, he turned away from goal before 
swivelling and firing inches wide of the near post. 

After a quiet spell Wood went ahead on 43 min¬ 
utes, a free kick right of centre was delivered by 
Louis Harris into the box, Ben Birch timed his run 
to perfection and looped a header back across the 


Football 


keeper to put Wood ahead. A minute later Lewis 
raced away wide right, his ball inside hit first time 
by Hughes, keeper Lee Evans making a good save 
from the low drive. 

A quiet start to the second half but Wood nearly 
increased their lead on 52 minutes when Ben Evans 
and Steven Hayles combined wide on the left to set 
up Louis Harris 30 yards out, his curling shot into 
the left hand corner bringing a superb save from 
Scarrett. 

Flowing 

It proved pivotal as a minute later a flowing move 
through the centre ended with Habbershaw setting 
up Hughes to hammer the ball home from the cen¬ 
tre of the box to make it all square. 

Wood weathered a few minutes of pressure but 
took back control when on 62 minutes Corey Curri¬ 
thers powered into the right of the box, his far post 
cross was just touched away by Scarrett to the left 
of the box, Aiton collected the ball, kept calm, cut 
inside before hitting an unstoppable drive into the 


far corner to put Wood back ahead. 

3 minutes later Jack Corns then fired in a free 
kick, Evans saving at the foot of his left hand post, 
Giles Harvey was first to the loose ball, Evans mak¬ 
ing a brave block. 

On 74 minutes a ball through the centre found 
Hughes in the D, his first time low drive well held 
by Evans. 

Wood sealed things on 76 minutes, Currithers 
won a right wing corner and then timed his run to 
perfection to power home a header from the flag 
kick. 

On 82 minutes Wood played one-touch football 
across the middle of the park, after about 30 passes 
Louis Harris picked the ball up 25 yards out and 
curled in a pinpoint effort into the top left hand cor¬ 
ner, giving Scarrett no chance. 

A minute later Hughes was found in the centre of 
the D and he rocketed the ball past keeper Evans to 
cut the deficit to 2-4. 

Any thoughts of a grandstand finish however 
were thwarted by Wood who finished on top, first it 
was Scarrett pushing away a low drive from Aiton 
after he’d been put through by Currithers on 86 
minutes. 


Albion boss 31 
wants to sort 
out spat over 
handshake 

ALBION boss Tony Pulis says he 
would be happy to have a drink 
with Liverpool manager Jurgen 
Klopp to smooth things over. 

Pulis and Klopp did not shake 
hands after the 2-2 draw at Anfield, 
and the German beat his chest in 
celebration at the Welshman after 
Divock Origi’s 96th-minute equal¬ 
iser. 

Pulis’s assistant coach, Mark 
O’Connor, chased Klopp onto the 
pitch and demanded he shake 
hands with him. 

But after the match both man¬ 
agers played down the emotive 
scenes. 

“He’s animated and I’ve been 
animated all my life on the bench 
so I’ve got no problems with it,” 
said Pulis. “I’ve no problems what¬ 
soever.” 

Klopp and Pulis did not know 
each other personally beforehand, 
and the Albion head coach was 
asked if the pair would meet up 
over a drink to dissect the match 
and smooth things over. 

“Yeah, if I can find the place!” he 
said. “It’s all changed.” 

Pulis was ‘delighted’ with the 
Albion players, who, for the fourth 
week running, came from 1-0 down 
to win something from the game. 

But the Baggies’ head coach was 
to speak to match officials today to 
find out why Jonas Olsson’s goal at 
the end of the first half was ruled 
out for offside even though the as¬ 
sistant referee did not raise his flag 
at the time of the strike. 

Although replays show Olsson 
was indeed offside, the way the 
goal was disallowed frustrated 
Pulis. 

“They tell me he is offside, so 
why doesn’t he put his flag up 
straight away?” said Pulis. 

Dr Johnson 
use four-ce 
for Victory 

Lichfield & Walsall District Foot¬ 
ball League 
Prem One 

DR Johnson 4 ASP Victoria 1 

Pelsall Villa Colts Vets 0 AFC 
Queens 4 

League Two 

Alma FC 4 Eximius Warriors 0 

Dog FC 0 Queens Head 6 

Oak Park Rangers 2 Walsall Phoe¬ 
nix 1 

League Three 

Bowling Green FC 1 AFC Cat 0 

Paradise FC 3 Bowman FC 4 

Under 21s 

Cannock Town 0 Chasetown Sch. 
Blues 5 

Chasetown Sch,Reds 4 Burntwood 
Dragons 2 

Jack Donnelley Cup - Round One 

Streetly FC 3 Duke of Wellington 

2 

Jack Donnelley Cup - Round Two 

Burntwood Town 5 Scales FC 2 

Villa looking 
likely to get 
new chairman 

VILLA are set to appoint a new 
chairman and another board mem¬ 
ber should the club not find a buyer, 
according to their website. 

A report from a meeting on Sun¬ 
day between fans’ representatives 
and Villa chief executive Tom Fox 
said the move follows a statement 
from owner Randy Lerner that a 
new chairman would be appointed 
should the owner be unable to find 
a new buyer. 

A report on the website of the 
Aston Villa Supporters’ Trust 
states: “Tom (Fox) advised the an¬ 
nouncement of the new chairman 
would be made imminently, as well 
as that of the appointment of an ad¬ 
ditional board member.” 

It is not known whether the ap¬ 
pointment would be internal or ex¬ 
ternal. 
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Khalsa take 
win streak 
to 11 games 

Sporting Khalsa 2 Stourport 0 

KHALSA’S winning league run was 
stretched to 11 matches as goals from 
Tes Robinson and Marvin Nisbett saw 
off a very game Stourport side. 

The first half was a tepid affair, al¬ 
though a trio of opportunities presented 
themselves to the home side. 

On 22 minutes, Khalsa top scorer 
Craig Bannister found himself in a 
shooting position and fired wide at the 
near post and a second later Nisbett 
managed to put Swifts keeper Dominic 
Richards under enough pressure for him 
to spill the ball, but the striker was una¬ 
ble to force home. 

Things cranked up a little before half 
time, a looping header by Brad Lawley 
was tipped over the bar by Richards and 
two minutes later at the other end a shot 
by James Hill was well held by James 
Pemberton. 

Richards produced another great save 
on 43 minutes, Lawley chesting a ball 
down to Bannister who hit a fine long- 
range effort. 

Ben Maund fired the opening shot in 
the second half, forcing a routine save 
from Pemberton shortly after the re¬ 
start. 

Khalsa finally took the lead on 57 min¬ 
utes, Robinson smashing the ball into 
the roof of the net. 

Five minutes later Nisbett wrapped up 
the scoring, lobbing home after chasing 
a through ball. 

Stourport captain Ryan Wallacott 
showed some real quality on 75 minutes, 
weaving through the Khalsa midfield 
and firing a decent effort just wide. 

With 10 minutes to go, substitute Sim¬ 
eon Townsend’s header looped just over 
from Nisbett’s cross and with the clock 
ticking to full time Nisbett’s header 
from a deep Bannister free-kick ended 
up going just over the bar. 

Top candidates'in 
dark' over boss' 
job at Saddlers 

LEADING candidates to fill the mana¬ 
gerial hot seat at Walsall remain in the 
dark over the vacancy. 

The Saddlers have been on the hunt 
for a new boss since Dean Smith moved 
to Championship outfit Brentford more 
than a fortnight ago. 

Sean O’Driscoll, Mark Cooper, Adi 
Viveash, Jose Dominguez, Dean Saun¬ 
ders and Dean Holden are all among the 
favourites. 

But it’s understood none of those can¬ 
didates have been approached by the 
Saddlers board. 

It now seems likely caretaker manag¬ 
ers Jon Whitney, John Ward and Neil 
Cutler will remain in the dugout for Sun¬ 
day’s League One clash with Port Vale 
as the board continues to assess their 
options. 

Despite the lack of movement, a string 
of high-profile managers continue to ex¬ 
press their interest in the role. 

Sources close to Saunders confirmed 
he would be interested in moving to the 
Banks’s. 

Last Saturday’s game at Fleetwood, 
has been rearranged for January 26. 


Disappointing end to a 


Sikh Union 7 Bloxwich Mens 1st 3 

BLOXWICH ended a fantastic 2015 with a very 
disappointing result against a strong and skilful 
Sikh Union side this weekend. 

The visitors struggled to keep up with the Cov¬ 
entry side in the first half and were completely 
over run by the league high fliers and the home 
side took advantage of several errors. 

Defensive mistakes and poor play from Blox¬ 
wich gave Union a 6-1 lead in the first half much 
to the embarrassment of the Bloxwich team and 
from which they never really recovered. 

In the second half Bloxwich dug in and started 
to play hockey with a lot more passion and gusto 


Hockey 


and they began to see the results of their efforts. 

This revived style of play helped Bloxwich get 
another two goals with Steve Mallows getting his 
second of the match and Matt Baldwin getting the 
third. 

It seemed like Bloxwich were heading for some¬ 
thing of a revival but the home side managed to 
hold them off. 

Bloxwich continued to battle hard despite the 
win being out of their grasp and The Union sealed 
the win with their seventh goal of the game put- 


good year 

ting the visitors out of the running. With a huge 
amount of dismay in the team after this loss, 
Bloxwich cannot be too disappointed with their 
start to the new season. Finishing 2015 in fourth 
place as a newly promoted team in the league is 
impressive for a team who have not been in this 
league for some time. 

With some fantastic results already under their 
belt, Bloxwich hope to keep on picking up points 
in 2016 and they know their promotion chances 
are still looking positive. 

With their first match back against Wednes- 
bury in January, Coach Mallows hopes the team 
take it easy on the mince pies over Christmas . 


WOOD'S VASE 
RUN BROKEN 


Forest snatch Wolves win away 



Jordan Graham of Wolves fouled by Henri Lansbury of Forest during the match at Molineux 


FA Vase Round 3. 

Walsall Wood 0 Alvechurch 3 

THIS was a far better contest 
than the League game in Sep¬ 
tember. 

But it was still Alvechurch who 
marched into round four courtesy of 
two goals from Karl Edwards and the 
seventh minute opener from Danny 
Ashton that had left Wood always play¬ 
ing catch up. 

From a left wing corner Ashton found himself 
in acres of space to head home to open the scor¬ 
ing. 

Three minutes later Ashton crossed from the 
right, Karl Edwards saw his first time effort 
blocked, the ball dropping to Marsh firing in a 
20 yard low drive that was well held by keeper 
Lee Evans. 

A long ball forwards was headed on by Ed¬ 
wards to put Marsh clear on the left edge of the 
box, Luke Wright making a superb challenge. 

Wood’s first effort came on 27 minutes, Harry 
Harris chipped a free kick in a left of centre posi¬ 
tion to the far post, Wright heading back across 
goal and just over the far angle. 

Four minutes later the visitors doubled their 
lead, a speculative high ball forward was misread 
by a defender allowing Edwards to race for goal, 
calmly slotting the ball past the advancing Evans. 

Challenge 

March raced clear wide left, went through one 
tackle before being stopped by Wright with an¬ 
other great challenge. 

On 68 minutes from a Wood right wing corner 
the ball was half cleared to Drew Aiton left of 
centre, he turned away from his marker and hit 
a low drive narrowly wide. 

Connor Deards (another substitute) hit a first 
time effort from the left of the box, Wood keeper 
Evans saving at full stretch. 

On 80 minutes the keeper completely missed a 
back pass but quickly recovered to race back and 
hack the ball clear. 

Then five minutes later Nick Wright powered 
down the left, came in along the byeline, crossed 
low into the six-yard box for Edwards to tap 
home from a matter of inches. 

On 90 minutes Wright’s low drive was saved. 


Wolves 1 Notts Forest 1 

IN a season of missed opportunities, here was 
yet another for Wolves. 

Having led 1-0 for 65 minutes and created 
chances, they succumbed to Dexter Black- 
stock’s soft equaliser just 10 minutes from 
time. 

As ever with Wolves this season, it wasn’t for 
a lack of trying that they failed to beat their 
fairly limited opponents. Sadly, a lack of qual¬ 
ity was again their Achilles heel, particularly 
in central areas. 

In the continued absence of the benched 
Benik Afobe, their most likely source of goals 


came down the flanks, particularly through 
man-of-the-moment Jordan Graham, whose 
wing play was at times scintillating. 

So too were his set pieces, and one such well- 
placed free-kick was served on a plate for Ethan 
Ebanks-Landell to nod home the opening goal. 

But for all their effort and spirit, Wolves 
lacked that bit of magic to put the game to bed. 

On the plus side, they are now unbeaten in 
five, albeit having drawn four of those, and are 
just two points behind their total of this stage 
last season. 

But Kenny Jackett knows his team have a 
lot of improving to do if they’re to mount a sus¬ 
tained charge for the play-offs. 


Legend Mick 
has faith in 
board choice 

LEGENDARY goalkeeper Mick Kearns 
is confident Walsall’s hierarchy will 
make the right decision when appoint¬ 
ing a new manager. 

But the 65-year-old has warned Sad¬ 
dlers fans to remain patient throughout 
the search, with the former shot-stopper 
believing it’s very hard to replace a suc¬ 
cessful boss. 

The Walsall board has been looking 
for a new manager ever since Dean 
Smith swapped the Banks’ Stadium for 
Brentford two weeks ago. 

And with Jon Ward, John Whitney 
and Neil Cutler in caretaker charge, 
Kearns insists there is no rush. 

“From any club’s point of view, it’s 
very difficult to appoint a new manager 
when your old one leaves because of his 
success,” Kearns said. “The club want to 
keep that continuity and find someone 
who can run things in a similar way. 

“That makes the decision very diffi¬ 
cult, so patience is needed. 

“We need to appoint someone with the 
right philosophy, a philosophy the play¬ 
ers are used to. 

“When you are looking for a man¬ 
ager after a manager has been sacked, 
it’s easier because you need someone to 
come in and turn the club upside down. 

“This appointment is much more diffi¬ 
cult but I am confident, I am really con¬ 
fident, they will get the decision right.” 

Walsall saw their League One clash 
with Fleetwood postponed on Saturday 
due to a waterlogged pitch at Highbury 
Stadium. 

“But there is no rest for the Saddlers, 
who face Chesterfield in an FA Cup re¬ 
play tomorrow, with Whitney revealing 
attentions switched to that game the 
moment it was confirmed Fleetwood 
was off. 

“We were ready for the Fleetwood 
game, we had planned for it all week.” 

Jackett holds high 
hopes for new blood 

KENNY Jackett says Wolves have ‘high 
hopes’ for the current crop of young¬ 
sters making their mark with the club. 

The Wolves starlets beat Manchester 
United 3-2 in the league on Saturday to 
follow up their impressive FA Youth Cup 
win over MK Dons and an 8-0 thrashing 
of league leaders Everton. 

The likes of Niall Ennis, Connor 
Ronan and Nicu Carnat have been 
touted as potential future stars. 

And Jackett said there was a good 
chance that some of the side could fol¬ 
low in the footsteps of the likes of Carl 
Ikeme and Danny Batth, currently reg¬ 
ulars in the first team. 


★★★ 


NEWSPAPERS 
SUPPORT RE¬ 
CYCLING 
The recycled 
content 

of newspapers in 
2014 was 78.5% 

® 


The Chronicle, a Midland News 
Association Ltd publication, printed by 
the company at Ketley, Telford. 
Thursday, December 17, 2015 


Seamless 


HCB 


Accountants 


Legal, Accountancy & Business Advice 

■ Residential Property & Personal Tax ■ Family Disputes 

■ Wills & Lifetime planning ■ Employment Issues & Payroll 

■ Commercial Property & VAT 



Tel: 01922 720000 | 20 Lichfield Street, Walsall, WS11TJ | www.hcbgroup.com 


Katie Baker-Clifton, Solicitor 




























Walsall 

CHRONICLE 


INSIDE: 

YOUR 

REGULAR 

CHRONICLE 


Thursday, December 17,2015 


Read by more than 68,000 people 


Price when sold 60p 


ADVERTISEMENT FEATURE 



1st Birthday Anniuersary 


, 4'6" 

ORTHOPAEDIC 
DIVAN SET 


4'6" SILK 
POCKET 2DRW 
DIVAN SET 


CHELSEA 
3 PIECE SUITE 


LIMITED 

STOCKS 


5 ONLY 
SPECIAL 
OFFER 


MANAGERS 

SPECIAL 


3' ORTHOPAEDIC 
MATTRESS 

now 00 


AIRSPRUNG 

MATTRESSES 


Bed&Hf 

Furniture 
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w 

<$>° 


3 str AND 2 str SOFA 


ASSORTED 
DINING CHAIRS 


°£5o: 


00 

EACH 


£ 499 . 

TO CLEAR 


FROM 


£ 99 : 


oo 


RECLINER CHAIRS 
WITH MATCHING 
FOOTSTOOL 


NRP X 

rin &d0 < WAREHOUSE 
) CLEARANCE 


4'6" FAUX LEATHER 
BEDFRAME AND 
AIRSPRUNG MATTRESS 

£149. c 


50 % 

OFF 

ASSORTED 

RUGS 


4 — 


4 6 GOLD POCKET 
1000 MATTRESS 

£149. 00 


5' MATTRESS 

£199.°° 


Bed&tfr 


19-20 Bradford Street, Walsall WS11PB 


Furniture uiuiui.clearancecentre.uk.com 

Cmo/w 


T: 01922 647 076 
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METAL €S5 
BUNK BEDS 

PLUS 2 

SPRUNG MATTRESSES 


Auailable in BLACK, SILVER # WHITE 


CLEARANCE 
BEDROOM FURNITURE 


3FT KIDS METAL BEDFRAMES 


METAL DAY BEDS 
IVORY OR BLACK 


4'6" ETHAN IVORY 
AND BRASS METAL 
BEDFRAME 

Nowtt22r° 


4'6" NICE GLOSSY 
WHITE BEDFRAME 


Bed&ffr 

Furniture 


T: 01922 647 076 
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